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Thousands of years before
the Messiah was born, the prophets knew
of His coming. And they reloiced. ln song,
psalm, and prophecy they
,"6t' celebrated the promrsed one.
Today that prorruse has long
since been Fulfilled. And as NewTestament
RATION
Chuistians we've srown distant from our Old
Testament heritag"e. How many know what
"Messrah" really means? How many can expiain
whylerusalem once rang with loud "Hosannas"?
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Now that fervor, that fire, that enthusiasm
; has been captured in music. By lews who know
the Messiah as personal Saviour-and also as grand
, .Y and giorious King. Their richly orchestrated songs havet rl us Nl . I n lr n ruy n u t o Ss n
a striking contemporary sound. Vith an unmistakable
Hebrew flarr. And lyrics that prarse the Inrd with power
and with pride.
Y'Shua. AJewish celebration ofiesusMusic to enrich
Testament heritageyour worship And draw you closer to your Old
Y!b!E Album or cassecte $7 95 aryour Clusuan bookstore, orwrite; lews forJesr-s, Box F, 6o Harght Srreet, San Francisco, CA 94ra2 Add $t oo for posuge
"THE tefe:ence work on the
subiect for those c{Dmmitted
to traditional moral iralues'
Here in one 700-page volume, every aspect of
the homosexual movement that bears on
politics, religion and social life:
Aceptrbility of Homosexurlity in the United
Strtes o The Homocexud Subculturc o
IdeoloE of the Homosexud Movemenl o
Goals o Homosexudig rnd Religion
Author Enrique Rueda is a priest who serves as
director of the Catholic Center for Free Enter-
prise, Strong Defense, and Traditional Values.
No Christian writer has ever given the subject
this awesome coverage.
* Tax+xempt and federal funds for homo-
sexual goups. * "The degee of promiscuity
. . .defies the imagination f those not familiar
with homosexuality." * Liberalism and the
"gayJib" movement: ties so binding that
Rueda calls liberalism "part and parcel" of the
movement. * Homosexual teachers unite in
major cities. One talks about kissing his
students. * The Catholic bishop who claims
"gays" were condemned in the Old Testament
for other than moral reasons. * Once ahomo-
sexual, now a Christian: it does happen, but the
media look the other way. * The links between
feminism and the homosexual ideology. *
Sample the "Gayellow Pages." * How homo-
sexual men transmit disease - often to the in-
nocent. * HEW $udy finds acceptance of
homosexuality a prime goal of most sex+d pro-
grams. * Voting records of prohomosexual
senators and congessmen.
Let Fr. Rueda have the last word:
"As a Bible-believing Christian steeped in the
traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, I
believe that homosexuality is a manifestation of
the sinful condition that affects mankind and
each man, and that homosexual behavior is
gravely sinful by the very nature of reality . . .I
do not advocate the persecution of homosexuals
or their condemnation account of their
condition. "
- Morton Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
The Roman Catholic Church
-
72-page study-in-depth. Fr. Rueda expounds the Church's universal teaching on
the subject, hen explores the campaign to chip away at it. Prohomosexual
Catholic groups, Dignity and New Ways Ministry. . .key staffer at U. S. Catholic
Conference/National Conference of Catholic Bishops emerges as leader of
Washington homosexual movement and president of Dignity chapter, without pre-judice to his job. . . internal USCC pro-Dignity memo reproduced in full . . . mixed
responses to prohomosexual legislation by individual bishops. . .16 bishops listed
by New Ways for beneficial statements . . . Archbishop Weakland's ambiguous let-
ter. . . Bishop Rosazza's letter endorsing ordination f homosexuals. . . New Ways
source book 0n supporters: 77 dioceses, seminaries, schools, parishes, publica-
tions, theologians, etc. . . Dignity/New York sponsors Cabaret Night, a
homosexual d nce at St. Francis school auditorium - on Wednesday of Holy
Week. . .Women's ordination a d the homosexual movement . . .prohomosexual
writings by Catholic Theological Society and Notre Dame Magazine...Dignity
chaplain reports hat "25 percent olall priests in the Phoenix areaarc basically
homosexual". . .priest helps homosexual priests without condoning their prac-
tices - and is anathematized by prohomosexualCatholics. . . homosexual "mar-
riage rituals". . . "religious orders" . . .21 pages from Communication,
underground newsletter by and for homosexual priests and nuns.
Over 1,fi10 notes o 93 illusbrtions . 4 in-
dexes: names, organizations, places, sub-
lects . listings: "Alleged Supporten of the
Homosexual Movement/Ideologr". . . Dig-
nity Chapten. . InteErty Chapten. . 
Homosexual Synrgogues. . . Homosexual
Student Groups...Homosexual Political
Organizrtions. . . Homosexual Interest
Groups (academic, busines, profesional)
"A definit ive statement about the real i t ies
of the current homosexual movement in
Amer ica .  .  .  .  no t  wr i t ten  to  appea l  to
prur ien t  in te res ts . . .bu t  to  accura te ly ,
t h o r o u g h l y  a n d  d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y
d o c u m e n t . . . t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t
which the homosexual movement in
America has become today." - Dr. Jerry
Fa lwe l l
"A blockbuster! Rueda has researched
the widening homosexual power-grab in
our  soc ie ty ,  and in  the  process  te l l s  us
everything we don't  want to hear, but real-
l y  o u g h t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t . . . a n  i m p o r t a n t
book." - Rev. Charles Fiore, President,
Cathol ics for a Moral America
How to get this new $24.95 book FREE
How the Club Works
Every 4 weeks (13 limes a year) you get a lree copy of the
Club Bul let in,  which of fers you the Featured Selecl ion plus a
good choice of Alternates - all of interest t0 conservatives. *
l l  you want the Featured Select ion,  do nothing.  l l  wi l l  come
automalically. * lf you don'l want the Featured Selection, or
you d0 want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on the handy
card enclosed with your Bulletin and return it by the deadline
date.  * The major i ty  ofClub books wi l l  be of lered at20-50%
discounts,  p lus a charge for  shipping and handl ing.  *  As
soon as you buy and pay for 3 books at regular Club prices,
your membership may be ended at any lime, either by you or
by the Club. * It you ever receive a Featured Seleclion
without having had 10 days to decide if you want il, you may
return i t  at  Club exoense for  fu l l  credi t .  * Good serv ice.  No
c0mputers! * The Club wll otfer regular Superbargains,
most ly at  70-95% discounts p lus shipping and handl ing.
Superbargains do N0T count toward lulfill ing your Club
obligation, but do enable you t0 buy fine books at giveaway
pr ices.  *  0nly one membership per household.
coNsERT'A:n,E flT I BooK CU, B
15 Oakland Avenue r Harrison, NY 10528
Please accept my membership in the Club and send me, free and
postpaid, Enrique Rueda's monumental new volume, The Homosexual
Network. I agree to buy 3 additional books at regular Club prices over
the next  18 months.  I  a lso agree to the Club ru les spel led out  in  th is
coupon. FJ-7
t' City zip -
EDITORS'NOTE
he Equal Rights Amendment is something that
practically all Fundamentalist Christians oppose-
and rightly so. But how much thought have we
given to what caused the rise of feminism? Could it be that we
have failed to objectively consider some legitimate inequities
that need balancing? In her article "All 's Not Wrong with
Women's Rights," Angie Hunt dares to approach the subject
of women's rights from a different angle, pointing out that
too many Fundamentalist Christians have wrong mental at-
titudes toward women. She suggests that these attitudes may
be part of the problem.
Next to the verse, "The just shall l ive by faith," a Catholic
priest once wrote in his Bible, "sola!" meaning "alonel" Martin
Luther was that priest, whose stand on justif ication by faith
alone sparked the mighty Reformation that would reshape
our religious heritage. Luther's "Sermon Preached at Erfurt
on the Journey to 
'Worms," 
"Luther: A Lone Reformer" by
C. George Fry, and "Legacy of Luther" by Robert D.
Brinsmead combine to give an in-depth view of the man who
saw faith in Christ as the only means of eternal salvation.
A number of articles are applicable to pastors, laymen,
and the new Christian. Prayer is our main source of God's
power. Pastor Bil l Monroe outl ines the ways and means to
most effectively tap into that power. Revival preaching of the
sawdust trail era has disappeared from today's pulpits. An
adaptation of Vernon Brewer's speech delivered at the Ox-
ford Conference of Research and Revival tells why revival
preaching is sti l l  vital. "Decisions, Decisions, Decisions"-a
cliche we have heard a thousand times, Yet every day we face
decisions. Ve make some on a scriptural basis. But how
should we handle those decisions not specifically covered in
Scripture? Jerry Falwell comments on "Making Decisions and
Making Them \Vork,"
In "Soap Box" Patrick Buchanan points out the moral
befuddlement in American government. The Christian's role
in confrontation on the political scene in America is examined
by Cal Thomas, and Ralph Mawdsley explains how true plu-
ralism is denied in today's educational system.
The news section includes analyses of the situation in El
Salvador and the effects of a judge's decision involving Bible
classes in public school.
Everv Sundav school teacher wants to know what to do
about discipline. Herb Owen gives some helpful tips for
handling rowdy children and some hints on avoiding the prob-
lem in the first place. In addition, David R. Miller reminds us
that we give our children either milestones or millstones as we
teach them to live. Our cover story by James D. Price gives
the "Rich Heritage of the English Bible," with a challenge to
continue the tradition of careful scholarly revision to resolve
known difficulties and to update the language to current
usaqe.
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South Americo isn't the only
ploce where dictotors ore regn:lculy
overthrown. Ifs even hoppening in
the churches of Americq. In some
stqtes, qs mony cs 30 percent ol the
postors or stcd members hcrve been
firecJ during the lqst yeor, Not lor im-
mololity or steoling, eithefl Their
preocNng wos either too evongelis-
tic or nol evongelistic enough. They
didnl visit the sick enougrh, or they
spent too much time out ol the office
ond never could be reoched. They
either over-orgonized lhe church or
didn't orgonize it well enough,
Seems the members leel o
preocher is like o lootboll cooch, II
he's not q "w'inner." he should be
fired. Nobody wqnts o cooch who
"loses gcnrres," qnd nobody wonts q
preocher who cont bring in more
nickels ond noses The only CMstion
thing to do is give Nm two weeks'
pcry ond crppoint o Pulpit Committee
to lind o "winner."
How did we get in such q mess?
One of the reosons is preochers
violqted Pqul's instructions to them in
Ephesions 4. Insteqd of "the perfect-
ing ol the saints lor the work ol the
ministryi' they used the saints to
build their own ministries, People
love q mqn who builds them up,
who believes in them. who couses
their IiIe to expond in mecning ond
ministry. lllhen o preocher drives
people like o herd ol onimols to do
whqt will moke "his" church gnow,
sometNng hoppens.
People ccu'r be "used" lor orrly so
long belore they hJm on their
"source ol initcrtion." Today we cre
seeing the horvest ol poorly plonted
workers, Postors who ploy the gcmne
oI being the "Holy Men" for the con-
grregcrtion qre clwcrys sepcrcrted
from the members by o dictotoricl
role.
Whqt mqkes o postor beloved by
his people? Among other things his
trcrspcrency, his vulnerobility, ond
his willingrness to let the congrregro-
tion shore in dreoming lhe dreqm
There's cu'r old saying thot goes like
this, "My ideos qre good ideos,
becqtse I thought ol them. Your
ideos ore bqd ideqs, beccuse you
didn't qsk me to think qbout them.
Our ideqs ore greot ideos, becquse
we received them togrether ftom the
Lord!"
Equrpping church members lor
their ministries requires o spirit
rodicolly diferent from using them to
build the postor's ministry. For turther
inlormcrtion on the subject ol how to
equip olhers, I recommend four ex-
cellent books on the best-seller lists,
Mcrtthew. Mcnk, Luke, ond Johnl
Shimei
&rqlly or Compromlre?
I hcrve been reoding the hrn
donenlc{lrl Joumcil lor months.
However. il wos not until the
September issue thcrt some ol my
leors qboul the modern Arndqmen-
tqlist movement were laid to rest,
Porticulorly impressive wqs "Acq-
demic Accreditcrtion, Quolity or
Compromise?'I hcrve been deeply
concerned qt the meteoric rise ol the
Christion dcry school movement, qc-
componied by o seemirrg disregrcud
lor excellence in ony qreo dher
thqn theologricol orthodoxy, God
gove grrecrt detqil to excellence in
everything He did. At the end of
Creation He stood bock ond sqid "lt
is good." I hcrve serious doubts thot
mony who run Cluistion schools
could stond belore God qnd heor
Him pronounce, "lt is good' over
schools run in His nqrne in poorly
W
equipped cnd ill-desigrned buildings
with cr stqfi not ocodemicolly
prepored to teoch the subjects thot
relate to His ncrhuol crecrtion,
I prcry thot your orticle will in-
Iluence those who odminister Chrris-
tion schools cu'rd thot those who
hcrve been our critics will see thot we
qre corelully policing ourselves,
seeking to rcise the guolity of educq-
tion we offer qs on olternotive to
seculqr humqnism-which we find
to be on offronl to the tuth of the liv-
ing God.
God bless you crs you serve Him
on the printed poge.
Howqrd E. Clork, Senior Postor
Colvcny Church ol Pocific Polisodes
Pocific Polisodes, Colilornio
I would like to comment on
"Acodemic Accreditotion, Quolity or
Compromise?" I  leel  porents,
teochers, ond postors should stond
Iost ogoinst the church school being
occredited.
The church dcry school is cr
ministry ol the locol church. For the
stcrte to dictqte the ministries of the
church ploces goverrunent qbove
God-certcinly unqcceptoble bqsed
on my understqnding ol Scriphue.
Children belong to God. who lent
them to porenls. They do not belong
to Cqesor. The stcrte's interest in
educcrtion should be in ottendonce.
personol sclety, ond meeting estqb
Iished qcqdemic stqndqrds-to in-
sure thqt children ore being
educqted, nol toprescribe howto do
it,
I1 you think license will nol leod to
liberolism, you ore ncrive. The first
step to liberolism is lhe compromise
ol seeking q license. Stcte cpprovcl
usuolly meons ceffied teochers,
curriculum, qnd q librcny stocked
with stote "recommended" reoding
mcrteriql.
The church schools'motive for im-
provement should be to plecse God
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qnd the pqrents, not the stqte boord
ol educcrtion, Prolessionol com.
petence should be meqsured by the
product, not the recipe. II you look crt
the uncccredited schools crcross
Americq,I think you would be very
impressed.
J.T. Shoneborger
Bellevue, Nebrosko
Dobson ond Hindson present o
logicclly cogrerd crgrumerrl lor the
qccreditcrtion ol Christiqn schools by
the stqte. Il the pNlosophy ol Chr's-
tion educcrtion is viewed os thesis,
qnd the pNlosophy ol public educo.
tion is viewed as qntithesis, thequthors hcrve produced o scholcrly
synthesis. Hegelions qnd other
relqtivists will crpplcrud them.
Forthe post 25 yeon Ihove tcught
speech, pNlosophy, ond Nstory in
stote universities. Pleose permit o
perspective fiom one who hqs the
stink ol the world qll over him. Il:e
pNlosophies ol CMsticrr ond public
educqtion qre incompotible, The
theories oI existence, vqlue, cn:d
knowledge qre necesscrrily difierent.
Why shouldthe godly seek or oc-
cept occreditcrtion lrom the godless?
Seculcn Humqnism reigrns supreme
in the public system, Why should
Cfuistion schools sunender their
philosophicol stqnce qnd lose their
recson lor beingP Some hcrve done
that ond now ctre public schools
with q Bible course odded
Some ol r:s who ore caught in the
public mqchine hoped thct Chds
tiqn educcrton would provide c
v iob le  q l te rno t ive ,  Chr is t iqn
educotors should cloim their
philosophicolly superior position
ond quit doncing with the Devil.
Compromise will render the Chris-
tionschool movement qbortive and
sterile.
F.R. McClenen
Chcrleston. Illinois
Every crgrument Hindson ond
Dobs6n qdvqnce lor occreditqtion
hqs been submitted by the slqle qs
evidence proving the need lor licers.
ing other church minishies. Lets lace
it, stondirq lor Christicn college oc-
creditotion while opposing stote
l icensing f  or other Church
outeqches is o doublestqndord, Is o
gold star fom the world's cc.
crediting committees todcy, worth
the risk oI one dcry socriflcing our
feedom to tuItill, as Dr, Fqlwell stcrted
"our Godgilven pcrentol resporsibility
lor our cNldren's educqtion?'
Edword E, Simpson, Pqstor
Hcrvester Bcptrst Church
Columbiq, Mcrylond
thdh wlll trlunrph...
'll:onk you lor Normqn Geisler's
excellent cnticle on the Arkqnsas
decision by Judge Overton.
Todcry we hcrvetheislic evolution
wNch exqlts science cdcove Scrip-
hle; creqtionisrn wNch pub Scdp-
ture obove oll hlpotheses ol science;
ond "prognessive creationi' which
crttempts to mediqte. the truth thot
will triumph sooner or lqter will be
the "extreme" viewthcrt God meqns
exoctly whcrt He scrys in Genesis L
cnd Bcodus 20. qnd B<odus 31, A
tfueetold cord is not quickly broken,
Dcrvid CC Wqtson
Whecrton Illinois
GAnDC...
I reod your crticle on ihe GARBC
Conlerence in the September issue
ot hurdqmentqllrl Joumql I leel o
grcrve mistoke wos mqde in discuss.
ing the resolution on Bcrptist Fun.
dcunentolism '84 pcssed by the
Council ol Eighteen. Quoting the
Journd: "lt (the resolution) stcted
thqt'while ony individuol in Regrulor
Bcrptist circles hqs the tull ond gen.
uine soul liberty to porticipcte in this
Congrress by crttending or by speok-
ing, the messengers...go on record
cs stcting thct tNs Congness does not
represent the historic heriioge ond
militont convidions ol Bcptist hrn-
dcmrentqlisrn...' " The resolution reolly
slqted thqt BF'84 "does not represent
the historic heritoge qnd militant
convictions ol Bcrpt'st Ftrndcrnen-
talism rlrlch gwc blrlh to lhe
negulcr lcrilf rnoYernenl" (ldpt|rt
fuUotttt July-Ar.:grust 1983, p.3O).
Thus the GARBC stciled only thcrt
BF'&4 does not represent the heritoge
qnd convictions wNch gcrve bidh lo
their movement. I believe thcrt the
full quote should hcnre been gilven
so os not to mqke it seem thct the
GARBC does not believe thcrt BF'84
represents Baptist Frrndomentqlism
in genercl.
Joel T, LeFever
Fqlls Chuch, Virginio
Saddene<l by the truth...
The Rndqrnentcllst Journsl hos
merit crs one oI the voices from Fun-
damentolism cnd I enjoy the orticles,
I om soddened by the orticle,
"World Evongelizotion qnd the Suc-
cess Syndrome." All in oll whot you
sqid is the truth. The tundomentol
mentolity ol numbers, size, ond
grreofiess hos become o watchword
ol missions
Mony yeon qgo M. C. Slocy
Woods scrid, "The Americon big-
business type ol evongelism hos
done untold hcsm to reochingr peo-
ple in Europe," He wos right, ond the
negcrtive impoct ol this hos left its
mqrk.
But where does the foult lie? Is it the
mission boord? Is it the postors? Or is it
the monster bred over the yecrs by
high-powered Fundomentqlists?
So mony young men who now
postor locol independent Boptist
churches speqk of evcnrgelism cs
their ministy. But the Bible tells me
thcrt rome ctre evcngelists others
pcstor/teochers. ll/hen I listen to
them, I reolize they cre stcrving the
Ilock with evongelism cnd long ond
boring invitctions. Yet the flock is
hungrry for cleor Bible teoching. Most
cre not frJfining their minifi, os they
know nothing else, They see the suc-
cess of olhen who build "grreof'
churches, ond Bible colleges, ond like
the missioncry ond mission bocrd
hcrve lqllen into the hap oI "bigrness."
The simple missioncry, who refums
home is expected to do ttuee things
o.show slides
b,gve o very short messqge, ondjump to the postor who is the ring
moster
c, live in poverty wNle qt home qnd
be perlect.
Gcrry L. Preston
Butte. Montono
We uelome lour @mments and will inclu&
them in our ktten to the Hltor sution as sryce
permits - subject o undensation at the disqe-
tion of the editorial staff.
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JTPPY IAL\TELL COMMENTd
Making Decisions and
Making ThemWork
ll of life involves making decisions and making
them work. Decisive people make things happen.
People caught in indecision never realize their
maximum potential in life. Too many of the Lord's people are
indecisive because they are not willing to move ahead of the
safety of anonymity and ambiguity.
The prophet Joel spoke of "multitudes in the valley of deci-
sion" (]oel 3:14). People in a valley of decision are reluctant to
make up their minds, and they waste precious time and
energy doing nothing.
Aside from the biblical absolutes, most decisions are
neither right nor wrong. \7e make them right or wrong by
what we do with them. In James 1:8 we are told, "a double-
minded man is unstable in all his ways." Indecision and in-
stability go hand in hand.
Scriptural Decisions
One does not need to pray over the clear commands and
statements of Scripture that we must simply obey, knowing
they are ordered of God.
Salvation. Asking God about getting saved is not
necessary. The Bible says, "Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). God sent
His Son to die for our sins and to make our salvation possi-
ble. There is only one way to heaven and that is through the
death, burial, and Resurrection of Christ on our behalf.
Baptism. A saved person does not need to pray about
baptism. He simply needs to be baptized. Baptism is the badge
of the believer identifying him with the death, burial, and
Resurrection of Christ. In the Great Commission Christ
commanded, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost" (Matt. 28:19). Throughout the Book of Acts
every new convert was baptized in water immediately upon
his profession of faith in Christ.
Church membership. Church membership is a vital
testimony of our relationship to Christ and His bride, not
something to think about and pray about for months or years
after our conversion. In the Book of Acts all the Christian
believers were baptized church members.
Church attendance. You do not have to pray about go.
ing to church. The Bible says, "Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is" (Heb. 10:25).
God has called us into the body of Christ. The local expres-
sion of the body of Christ is the church. Every saved person
ought to be a baptized, serving member of a local church
where Christ is Lord.
Tithing. The tithe is the first tenth of one's income. It
was not only commanded by Moses in the Law (Lev.27:32),
B
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but it was practiced by Abrilgm lonp before the Law (Gen.
14:20). Jesus commended it; Ffe did,not condemn it (Matt.
23:23).In fact, the entire tone of thesermon on the Mount is
that those under grace should outdo those who were under
the Law!
Practical matters. Guidelines are clear regarding such
things as divorce (1 Cor. 7:10-16) or marriage to an unbeliever
(2 Cor. 6:14-18). Matters as simple as personal behavior
(Rom. 14) are clearly dealt with in Scripture. These are all
scriptural commands that Christians are to obey-not ra-
tionalize awav.
Service Decisions
I was converted in January 1952 and by March I felt the
call of God to the ministry, but I had no idea where God
would place me. Four years later when I graduated from Bap-
tist Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, I still did not know
for sure that God wanted me to be a pastor. I was earnestly
wanting to do God's will. I commuted back and forth to the
FUNDAMEMAI]ST JOURN,AJ,
Kansas City (Missouri) Baptist Temple, where I was rhe youth
pastor under \7endell Zimmerman, and he wanted me to stay
on full time after I graduated.
A friend who once lived in Lynchburg, Virginia, my home-
town, wanted me to join him in Macon, Georgia, to start a
church. Eventually I had to make a decision. One Sunday
morning I preached my first public sermon in Dr. Zimmerman's
absence and 19 people came forward to be saved. One lady
told me, "l'm a charter member of this church, but I've never
been saved," and she got saved that morning. In my heart
that was the fleece. God was saying, "Jerry, I want you to be a
pastor." Just shaking her hand, I was saying, "I 'm going down
to Macon to start a church." I resigned from Dr.
Zimmerman's staff and came to Lynchburg fully intending to
go on to Macon. When I got home I discovered a group of 35
people needing a pastor to start a new church. I preached for
them and they asked me to stay on as their pastor. I have
been doing just that for 27 years. It wasn't some great explo-
sion; it was just the progressive unfolding of God's will as I
took it one step at a time. I never went on to Macon because
God showed me that He wanted me in Lynchburg. A service
decision must be led by the Holy Spirit through clrcumsrances,
people, or open doors,
Service decisions are based on our ultimate decision to
dedicate our lives to God. They are eventually based upon
our availability to Him. Every service decision should be
made in light of our gifts, abilities, limitations, srrengths,
weaknesses, and so forth. The ultimate key to any service
decision is willingness. God will send us where He wants us to
go.
Making Other Decisions
Too many people are obsessed with idealistic myths when
contemplating God's will.
Ideal place of service myth. Some people never enjoy
the place where they are, because they falsely assume that
"out there" somewhere is an ideal place of service. I am con.
vinced that we make a place what it becomes to us. There is
no perfect place. \ilhen we have the right attitude we can en-
joy any place of service.
Ideal marriage myth. Thousands of Christians (and
even scores ofpreachers) leave wives or husbands, looking for
the ideal mate. Most remarry unhappily. Vhy? They are
looking for something that does not exist. Their quest is
destined to failure because their real problem is within
themselves. Marriage is what we make it. Like other deci-
sions, it is up to us to make it workl
Ideal mate myth. Young people often agonize over find.
ing the "right mate." The idea that only one person in the
world is ideal is based upon the "myth of compatibility."
They forget that husbands and wives become compatible, not
because they are ideal mates but because they learn how to
Iive with, forgive, and understand each other. Compatibility
is a decision-either we are going to get along with each other
or we are not. And true love is God's gift.
Christians should never have to pray about marrying an
unsaved person. God's \ilord is clear, "Be ye not unequally
yoked together" (2 Cor. 6:14). The only biblical approach to
marriage is a legal union between a man and a woman,
Beyond that, Christians must be tempered by the Holy Spirit;
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both persons must be in love with Jesus Christ and led to the
marriage altar by the Spirit of God.
Ideal family myth. Some pastors are nervous wrecks,
thinking their wives or children must always be perfect.
"Otherwise, what will people think of me?" they ponder. No
family is perfect; every family has its weaknesses. We must be
the best family we can to the glory of God, but never compare
ourselves to others. Our onlv frame of reference should be
what God wants us to be.
Spontaneous Decisions
\ilhat about jobs, cars, houses. ,nd so on? Most people
waste far too much time struggling with such matters that are
ultimately "judgment calls." I think we need to get all the
facts, think through the consequences, pray about it, and
make the decision. 'We cannot sit up all night in dread and
fear over a wrong choice. \7e may make some wrong deci-
sions and have to correct them later. but at least we will be
making decisions!
Propt, who are afraid to make
decisions stagnate and lapse into
failure. Further, they remain
failures becouse of continued
indecision.
Failure is the result of indecision. '\iVe can recover from a
wrong decision and learn how to make better decisions.
However, we cannot correct indecision. People who are afraid
to make decisions stagnate and lapse into failure. Further,
they remain failures because of continued indecision.
Many everyday decisions are not right or wrong, moral or
immoral. If our heart is right toward God and we are faithfully
serving Him, God will guide us to do the right thing. Stop
worrying and start trusting! Again, aside from decisions
outlined in Scripture, there are no absolutely correct deci-
sions or absolutelv incorrect decisions.
Your heart must be right. You have to have the right
motives for service to honor and glorify Him. Then God will
allow you the privilege of occasionally making the wrong
decision. He will forgive you for not following His perfect will
if you are seeking to live in His will.
In Psalm 108:1 David said, "O God, my heart is fixed."
That is the key to decision making. Somewhere along the
road you have to say, "Lord, my heart is fixed. I'm going your
way the best I can determine." And the wonderful peace that
God gives when your heart is fixed is understandable only to
Ithose who live that way.
')'':. by Ed Dobson and Ed Hindson
verything rises and falls on leadership. No church
can ever rise beyond the leadership of its pastor. Pas-
tors minister in a complex society with innumerable
new challenges and pressures; therefore it is imperative that
every pastor have a proper understanding of his role in the
church. The role of the pastor has not changed since Pente-
cost, and he must maintain a biblical understanding of his
role in the church as teacher, shepherd, and evangelist.
The Pastor As Teacher
One of the most important pastoral responsibil i t ies i the
role of pastor-teacher. The Bible states, "lt pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe"
(l Cor. 1:Zl). When enumeraring the divine enablements
God had given to various members of the church, the apostle
Paul notes, "And He gave some apostles; and some proph-
ets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers"
(Eph. 4:11). The word in the original language that is
translated "pastor" is the Greek word for shepherd (poimen).
This is a frequent and appropriate metaphor for those who
have the charge of others in the church (Ezek. 34:2,9,70,73;
1 Peter Z:25; and Heb. 13:20). The duties of the pastor are to
feed the flock with spiritual food and to see to it that they are
protected from spiritual danger. Our Lord used the word in
John 10:11,14 to describe His own work. He is ever the Chief
Pastor (Heb. 13:20; 1 Peter Z:25i 5:4) under whom men are
called to "feed the flock of God" as undershepherds (i Peter
\.) 
"{ I^h- ?l. l(#. ,{615 20:28). The word pascor denotes
those men whose responsibility it is to feed, to protect, and to
lead the church.
The one who shepherds God's flock is also a teacher of the
Word, having both the task of shepherding and the gift of
teaching the flock. The word for teacher (didaskalos) describes
men who impart biblical truth and build the flock in the
faith.
In 1 Timothy 3:2 Paul requires that a bishop be "apt to
teach." Since instruction was to be a very vital part of the
pastor's role in the early church, no one could submit himself
to ordination who did not have the gift of teaching. However,
the local church of the first century did not have a special
class of pastors who did nothing but teach. These teachers are
not to be distinguished from the pastor, but are pastors
themselves. In Ephesians 4:11 the word for "pastors and
teachers" forms a grammatical construction that indicates
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The Pastor's Roles:
Complex and Challenging
that the two words refer to the same individual who possesses
two gifts to serve the church. How can one leader be both
pastor and teacher?
Do not neglect the rest of the Great Commission.
Our Lord told us not only to disciple all nations and to bap-
tize them, but He also told us to teach them to observe all the
things He has commanded (Matt. ZB:|B-20). In spite of the
traditional emphasis that the church has placed upon the
teaching ministry, and in spite of an ever-growing Sunday
school program, there has been a strange subordination of
the teaching function as it relates to the pulpit in this twen-
tieth century. Unfortunately, in many cases pastors have ab-
dicated the teaching role to the Sunday school. This subor-
dination is not a phenomenon due only to l imitations of the
preacher, but is a spiritual phenomenon due to a deeper
underlying condition that robs a teaching ministry of its
power. The great tradition of preaching that we have received
from the Protestant Reformation demands that the pulpit
assume a major responsibility for the teaching of the local
church. Too frequently other things overshadow this respon-
sibility and the teaching of the Word of God is persistently
subordinated to "other things."
Learn how to teach the Bible. Christians today are
looking for content. They want substance, reasons, structure,
and practical application for their personal lives. How much
content would we find if we analyzed all the sermons preached
in America on any given Sunday! lf a pastor is to be a
teaching pastor he must commit himself to content-oriented
sermons. Experience-oriented sermons flow from our pulpits
with a greater amount of personal stories and dialogue than
actual biblical content. \Uhat has caused this great absence of
content preaching? \7hy are we now faced with nearly
biblically illiterate congregations? The preacher-teacher can-
not possibly develop a learned congregation if he will not ex-
pend the energy to study the Bible himself. Until he does,
there will be little teaching of the Word!
Learn how to study the Bible. A pastor does not have
to become a technical scholar in order to teach the Bible ef-
fectively. Today's pastor-teacher has more biblical reference
works, commentaries, lexicons, dictionaries, and theological
studies than were ever available before. One tragedy is that
pastors who do not study tend to be easily influenced by
theological error without realizing it. Others distort the true
meaning of Scripture by using passages out of context.
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Some preachers actually masquerade under the banner of
Fundamentalism, constantly announcing how true they are
to the faith, without ever teaching their people what the faith
is all aboutl Their so-called defense of the faith is usually
limited to a shallow and scathing attack of other Fundamen-
talists. Rather than a biblically substantive defense of the
faith, their sermons remind one of Shakespeare's indictment,
"full of sound and fury, signifuing nothing"!
Help your congregation develop a thirst for the
Word of God. The teaching pastor must develop a thirst for
the Scripture in order to instill that same thirst in His people.
He must read, study, memorize, and meditate on the Bible.
He mtist let the \ford of God saturate his soul until he is
aflame with its truth. His task is to preach the gospel to the
lost and to teach and instruct the saved. Developing a thirst
for and knowledge of the Bible cannot be learned in a "how-
to" seminar. Becoming a student of the \ilord of God means
rolling up one's intellectual sleeves and digging into the well
of Scripture. \fhen a church is full of saved members ready to
learn, the pastor commits a sin of the highest magnitude not
to be their teacher. A pastor who does not teach his church
will not lead his church.
The Pastor As Shepherd
Comparing the pastoral ministry to the work of a
shepherd is a common metaphor in both the Old and New
Testaments. The Old Testament priests and prophets are
often referred to as being shepherds of God's people. In
numerous passages they are rebuked for being unfaithful
fler. l0:21; 23:l-3). God also promises a day when Israel will
have true shepherds after God's hearr. "I will set up
shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall anything be
lacking, saith the Lord" (Jer. 23:4).
Two-third,s of the Creat
Commission deals with the feeding,
growing, and discipleship ministry.
The New Testament compares the pastor of the church
and his ministry to that of a shepherd. Paul tells the Ephesian
elders, oTake heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood" (Acts 20:28). Jesus reminded Peter that his obliga-
tion was to feed His sheep flohn 21:15-17). In studying these
biblical passages, two clear firnctions of the shepherd emerge.
First, the shepherd is one charged with the responsibility of
feeding the sheep. This is implied in the words of Christ to
Peter, the words of Paul to the Ephesian elders, and the
writings of Peter himself (1 Peter 5:1-4). The second clear func-
tion indicated by the metaphor of the shepherd is that of. oqter-
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sight. In both Acts 20:28 and l Peter 511-4 rhe idea of over-
sight is connected to the concept of the shepherd. The
original word utilized in both passages is episkopos, meaning
an "overseer" or "guardian." Its basic meaning is one who
cares for the needs of the sheep and watches out for any
danger that may threaten the well-being of the sheep.
The priority of feeding the sheep. Feeding implies
more than just a preaching ministry. It must be an ongoing
ministry of meeting the spiritual hunger of the sheep. One of
the most effective ways to accomplish this is through an ac-
tive discipleship ministry. There are churches that effectively
evangelize the lost but place little emphasis on follow.up and
feeding of new converts. One should remember that two-
thirds of the Great Commission deals with the feeding, grow.
ing, and discipleship ministry, which includes not only get-
ting people saved, but baptized and into a local Bible-
believing church.
The priority of caring for the sheep. In Scripture the
shepherd is portrayed as a tender, compassionate person.
Paul and John refer to their beloved children in the faith(1 Cor. 4:I4; I John 2:1). In today's highly complicated world,
people are in need of a caring ministry from their pastor. As a
shepherd and overseer of the flock of God, the pastor must
take time to be a biblical counselor to his people. Personal
visitation, soulwinning, and counseling are essential to an ef-
fective pastoral ministry.
The Pastor As Evangelist
Evangelism is the heartbeat of the local church. Paul en-
couraged young Timothy, "Do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry" (2 Tim. 4:5). \7hen the fires
of evangelism are extinguished in the pulpit, the church will
begin to die. The ultimate objective of every church is world
evangelism and the emphasis of the Great Commission must
be the primary focus of the local church. The pastor cannot
teach and lead people he does not have. \7e must win people
to Christ in order to train them to win others. The six dif-
ferent methods used in the Bible to communicate the gospel
must be implemented if the pastor is to be effective in his
leadership.
Person to person. The ministry of Jesus Christ em-
phasized person-to-person soulwinning. This most effective
way to communicate the gospel is illustrated in our Lord's
dealings with Nicodemus, the woman at the well, and so
forth.
Group witnessing. In the Book of Acts are numerous
instances where one person communicated the gospel to a
group. For example, Peter preached the gospel to the
household of Cornelius. Paul preached to the Philippian
jailer's family. The pastor must seek opportunity to com-
municate the gospel to small groups of people. This can be ef-
fectively done in door-to-door visitation that emphasizes win-
ning families to Christ.
Public proclamation of the gospel. The church
started with a public meeting where the gospel was preached.
As a result of Peter's rnessage, 3,000 people were converted,
baptized, and added to the church on the Day of Pentecost.
The pastor must communicate the gospel in every message,
because people will not be saved without a cleqr proclamation
of the death, burial, and Resurrection of Christ.
Formal Bible reading and exposition. Jesus Christ
and Paul utilized this method in the synagogue to proclaim
the gospel. They read a passage of Scripture, and then made
expository comments on it, leading the audience convictingly
to the claims of God.
Confrontational preaching in a hostile setting.
Stephen, Peter, and Paul utilized hostile settings in which to
preach the gospel. In the decade of the eighties pastors will
have ongoing opportunities to proclaim the gospel in hostile
settings. This may include radio, television, and newspaper
interviews; debates; public forums; and so forth. Confronted
by a decadent society, pastors must let the light of the gospel
shine into the darkness.
Apologetic evangelism. Paul utilized this method in
reasoning with the philosophers at Mars Hill. Pastors will
often have opportunity to present the gospel by making an
apologetic defense of the Bible, Christ, and the gospel. In an
age of academic emphasis it is important that every pastor be
able to defend his beliefs publicly.
Regardless of the method involved, the pastor must make
proof of his ministry by his commitment to evangelism. The
New Testament clearly outlines the priority of evangelism.
The words gospel (euangelion) and evangelize (evongelidzo) arc
frequently used in the New Testament. There are 177
references to these two words in the Bible. Paul described his
own personal ministry 23 times as that of evangelizing. He
said, "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel
[evangelize]" (1 Cor. 1:17).
The word euongeliTe means "to bring, announce, or pro-
claim good news," Thus, evangelism is bringing, announcing,
and proclaiming the good news that Christ died for our sins,
was buried, and rose again for our justification. The pro-
clamation of this message must be the compelling desire and
consuming passion of every pastor. When the people in the
pew are captivated by the evangelism of the pastor, they
themselves will catch that same soirit and follow his example.
Horvdoesvour
church'stack ap?
To build a church, you need the right building
blocks. Jesus Christ. the chief cornerstone. God's
Word, the solid foundation. And another vital
building block-a strong Sunday School.
The Scripture Press All-Bible Curriculum is
sturdily built on God's Word, with Christ at its
center. Every lesson is a Bible lesson applied to
the problems of everyday life. Evangelism is
emphasized. Guided Discovery Learning helps
students get into God's Word for themselves and respond to God. The Departmental Grading
Plan is so versatile that the All-Bible Curriculum fits easily into the structure of any Sunday
School. Teachers welcome the special teaching helps *orr.n into all materials. And "total" "
teaching is simple since all lesson elements are related.
Build your church by building your Sunday School with Scripture Press All-Bible
Curriculum. Send todav for vour FREE Curriculum Evaluation Kits. . .and see for
yourself how this proven curriculum can work for every age-group in your church.
kripturehess htblicatiottsrlnc@ i825 ..LLEGE AVENUE, wHEAroN, rL 60187
D I  am a Pastor  !  CE Director  D S.S.  Supt.
Please send me a sampl ing of  Sunday School
curriculum materials.
n  I  a m  a  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e
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WHAT is it?
aptist Fundamentalism'84
will be the largest
convention ever planned
by Baptist
Fundamentalists. The three-day
spectacular is filled with motivational
preaching and inspirational music
especially designed for pastors, church
staff members, and laymen, Anyone
who wants to see what
Fundamentalism is all about is
welcome to attend.
WHERE will it be held?
aptist
Funda-
mentalism
'84 will
take place in the
new Washington
Convention
Center located
in'Washington,
D.C. This
location will give
high visibility to
the independent Baptist movement by
accommodating the gathering of 26,000
Fundamentalists in a setting
consistent with the historic
significance of this meeting.
WHY such an undertaking?
to encourage Christian leadership and
to stand for the old-time religion in
these crit ical days. Baptist
Fundamentalism '84 will reaffirm our
history and heritage as well as point
the way to our future.
WHEN will it take place?
pr i l  11-13 ,1984,
Wednesday through
Friday. Delegates are
encouraged to come
;-. early and enjoy the sights of our
nation's historic capital. A limited
number of hotel rooms has been
reserved so it is importanr ro
p-register immediately.
following speakers:
Raymond Barber
Jack Baskin
Clyde Box
Joseph Brown
Bruce Cummons
Truman Dollar
Jerry Falwell
Herman Frankland
Dan Gelatt
Bob Gray
Ray Hancock
A.V. Henderson
Ed Hindson
J. Don Jennings
David Jeremiah
Frank Johnson
Tom Vallace
John White
riUendell Zimmerman
WHO will be there?
F\ astors. Families. Christian
I f Educators. Members of
r - ^
l- u3,"il'"** *'fff,:; o'"
Fundamentalism, including the
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he Fundamentalist
movement has become a
dynamic spiritual force in
America today. Born at
the turn of the century,
Fundamentalism is now receiving long
overdue recognition.
Baptist Fundamentalism '84 will
bring together 26,000 Fundamentalists 4,*.  **Etg *.rts*4.4-4-t-
- - - - - -
Request for Information
Yes, please send me more information about the Bapt ist  Fundamental ism '84 Convent ion.
Please check posit ion in church: Pastor Church Staff Lay Member Other
Describe involvemenl
;lll
- . , ,  , * .  - . . , , - ' JJ
President Reagan has been invited
to give the closing speech and is
tentatively scheduled to attend.
Don't miss the Event of the
Century - make plans to join usl
Washington Convention Center
Apri l  11,13, L984
t'rl!!!
s I L ( B 5 A
-- -- 
-
Name
City
Church
State zip
Business Phone
Return to:  Bapt ist  Fundamental ism '84
NOVENtsERT983
Home Phone
13
. P.O. Box 9428 .  Kansas City,  MO 64133-0228
All's Not Wrong with
Women's Right$
hy is it that when Conservatives are approached
with an idea upheld by Liberals, we bristle and
proceed to tear down every facet of that idea?
Perhaps there may be an occasional good thought in Liberal
ideology. My guess is that there is a very real truth underlying
one particular cause: women's rights and the ERA,
ls there really a problem? Does discrimination on account
of sex actually exist in this country? The feminists say so.
They cite impressive statistics about women earning fifty-nine
cents for every dollar men earn and bemoan the higher in-
surance rates paid by women because of longer life expectan-
cy. Are these real cases of discrimination? Perhaps not. For
instance, don't some women-and even some men-earn less
by choice? For example, when not pecking away on m!,
typewriter in my basement at home, I'm employed as a
secretary. Not a high-paying job, to be sure. But I quit a more
remunerative job to take the secretarial position because I
preferred the nine-to-five routine over being on call 24 hours
a day. Like others-men included-I would rather leave my
work at the office and spend unencumbered time with my
family and also follow some personal pursuits.
Lately, the flap over life insurance rates has been getting a
lot of press-probably because the feminists need a legitimate,
verifiable economic difference between men and women as
they warm up for the ERA II slugfest-none of the arguments
for ERA have stood the test of time. But transfer feminist
thinking from life insurance ro auto insurance: the hot-rod
teenage boy who wrecks his car every week pays higher rates
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for auto insurance than the girl who is class valedictorian. Is
that discrimination? Using ERA logic, it is. And parents of
the teenage girl will soon pay. higher rates because of the
"equal" treatment insurance companies have been forced to
implement.
Ellen Goodman, columnist for the Boston Globe-
Vashington Post Writers Group, recently advised pro-ERAer's
in the upcoming match: "Remember who's riding behind
Phyllis's [Schlaflv] skirts. In the seventies, women
underestimated the opposition of vested interests (such as the
insurance companies) which have something to lose by
women's economic gains." Come on, Ellen. If the insurance
companies are forced to develop unisex life insurance rates,
then my teenage daughter's economic gains will be reversed
when she does not get the deserved break on her auto in.
surance. Turn about is fair play, and what women gain in one
area can be taken away in other areas.
These feminists cannot seem to carry their "logic" to its
logical conclusion. If discrimination is ended by forcing male
colleges to be coeducational, then the feminist rabble-rousers
are going to lose those highly touted women's universities.
Feminist jargon resembles those problems your eighth.
grade algebra teacher delighted to assign your class-the
square root of some number that went on into infinity with
no concrete answer. ERA offers no answers. ERA's blanket
statement would leave practical questions like the drafting of
women, homosexual marriages, unisex toilets, and so forth,
up to the highly changeable and fallible court system. The
Constitution does not even need to be changed. No language
in the Constitution allows men more rights than women. All
its language is sex-neutral, almost as if the Founding Fathers
intuitively knew this argument was coming.
T-r
H! mployment is not the problem since today's woman can
have any job for which she is willing to work hard and make
sacrifices. Equal pay for equal work is already the law-the
Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 took care of
that. Insurance rates are not the problem. Belabored
peripheral issues are not the real problem either. Perhaps the
problem is merely the galling thought of the libbers that some
men consider themselves superior to women, Is that why
feminists are so bitter? Is that why they want a blanket
amendment to throw in the face of any situation that arises?
Probably this is the crux of the whole women's rights
issue. This problem must be solved by individuals, not by
women or men nor feminists or traditionalists. It is an at.
titude problem and it touches all of us. Illustrations of such
attitudes are plentiful, coming from churchmen who should
know better and from the secular world as well.
Two college-age men sat in church waiting for the service
to begin. As they eyed other students entering the sanctuary,
one remarked, "These girls shouldn't even come to college.
Angie Hunt is a free-Iance writer in
Llnchburg, Virginia.
After they get an education, none of them will be
submissive." Vhat does a college degree have to do with sub-
mission?
One pastor, hosting a team of singers from a Christian col-
lege, was introduced to the leader of the group. Surprised to
find the leader was a woman, he remarked loudly to a man on
the team: "Huh! I don't even let the women hang curtains in
my churchl" I'm surprised he let them serve at all.
V V omen in the work force face this attitude all the time.
"My girl at the office will get it for you." "Girl" is offensive to
most women between the ages of 20 and 60. How would it
sound if the secretary said to a caller, "Mr. 'Wesson is in. He's
been such a busy boy this morning." Chauvinist attitudes
keep feminists in an uproar and cause unnecessary strife for
Christian women.
What are the proper attitudes for men and women?
'Women 
are scripturally commanded to submit to their
husbands as the church is subject to Christ (Eph. 5:24). As
the members of the Trinity are equal and equally valuable,
though with separate functions, so husbands and wives are
equal in God's sight. Both have opinions, talents, and dif-
ferent ways of serving God. But a two-headed family, like a
two-headed animal, cannot survive. One has to be the or.
dained head, and God's plan calls for the man to fill that role.
In the work place both male and female are expected to do
their best, utilizing the talents God has given them to the
fullest. After all, the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 did not
work hard at making linen and girdles to submissively give
them away for a pittance to the merchants. Nor did God give
her the ability to "consider a field" just so she would pay the
highest price before she bought it.
God intended for men and women to work together with
mutual respect for our differences and our strengths. There is
no more inherent value in maleness than in femaleness.
Once a friend of mine, talking about a job description,
mentioned that the job required subseruience to a certain boss.
I asked, "Subserviencel Thoughtless, total-serving, boot.
l icking service?" Submission-"yielding one's position
thoughtfully to a God-ordained authority"-was the word he
wanted.
The confusion between submission and sabseruience goes
beyond mere words. 'Women are not meant to be subhuman
servants. Most Christian women wish to submit to someone
who respects our ideas and value. We, too, are created in the
image of God, especially designed by Him to do some things
men cannot. Managing a home is hard work. The daily nur-
turing of a child is an awesome responsibility. Combining
child-rearing with housekeeping and the often necessary out-
side job is even more difficult.
If we Christians will get our perspectives in order and
abound in mutual respect, our homes and our lives will be an
example to the world's men and women who vainly seek for
that elusive state known as "equality." I-€t's not let the
Liberals run with the idea that God intended for us. Let's em-
phasize the positive approach and reclaim it, for "There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus"
I5
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(Gal. 3:28).
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common misconception is
that the first English Bible
was translated in 1611 at the
order of King James I of England. On
the contrary, the English Bible's
literary heritage reaches back almost a
thousand years before King James.
There were many early efforts to
translate the Bible into the language of
the British Isles.
Early Translations of Bible Por,
tions. During the early days of the
Christian church in Britain, copies of the
Scripture were provided, but the Latin
version was the only Bible known there
for several centuries.
Prior to the fourteenth century
numerous men translated portions of
the Bible into English. However, the
complete Bible was never translated
into English, and furthermore, the
Latin Bible was the source for portions
translated as none had been translated
from the Hebrew or Greek.
Wycliffe Produced the First Com,
plete Bible. The first English transla-
tion of the whole Bible was made by
john \Uycliffe in 1382, He was one of the
early Reformers who concentrated on
the study of the Bible and the early
Church Fathers.
He produced his English Bible to
combat error and make the Bible
available to the common people. The
translation was made from the Latin
Vulgate, being iiteral, with word-for-
word correspondence with the Latin.
The Apocryphal books were translated
and included in their order of ap-
pearance in the Vulgate.
Tyndale First Translated from
Greek and Hebrew. Although
Wycliffe's translation had been widely
circulated, its use by the common peo-
ple was greatly hindered by the church.
As a result, no English version was
available for the people when Villiam
|ames D. Price is Chairman oJ
the OId Testament Depdrtment,
Temple Baptist TheoLogtcal
Seminary, Chattanooga,
Tennessee. He hnLds a Ph.D.
from Dropsie.
Tyndale came on the scene a century
la ter .
The influence of Erasmus cultivated
in William Tyndale the great desire to
translate the \ford of God into the
language of his own people. The desire
was further increased by the ap-
pearance of Luther's German transla-
tion in 1522, the first ever in that
language.
Unlike \?ycliffe, who translated
from the Vulgate, Tyndale determined
to t ranslate f rom the or ig inal
languages, Greek for the New Testa-
ment, and Hebrew for the Old Testa-
ment. His was to be the first English
translation from the original languages.
Tyndale moved to London and at-
tempted to obtain authorization and
help for his task from Cuthbert
Tonstall, Bishop of London. But the
bishop was opposed to the idea, so he
set his mind on doing the work in
Europe, and about May of 1574 he
sailed to Hamburg, never to return to
his native land. Tyndale settled in the
safety of Wittenberg to undertake his
translation of the New Testament.
In the spring of 1526, the first edition
of the New Testament was printed-the
first complete English New Testament
to be printed. Most of these were smug-
gled into England; but in October
1526, Bishop Tonstall of London
ordered all copies of Tyndale's New
Testament destroyed. He bought up
great quantities of them and burned
tnem.
Almost four years passed before
Tyndale published any more. During
this time he learned Hebrew and began
translating the Old Testament. In 1530,
he published the Pentateuch. He con-
tinued to translate the Old Testament,
but no more of it was published during
his lifetime.
In addition to his work on the Old
Testament, Tyndale worked extensively
on revising and improving his New
Testament. In November 1534 he pub-
lished the first revised edition of the
New Testament; and in 1535 he pub-
lished the second revised edition, his
1ast.
Shortly after this Tyndale, betrayed
by a friend, was taken prisoner to the
Castle of Vilford, where he remained
until his martyrdom.
During his imprisonment Tyndale
continued his translation of the Old
Testament to the end of the Books of
Chronicles. He was unabie to finish the
Old Testament. Tyndale was sentenced
to die the death of a heretic-strangu-
lation and burning at the stake. The
sentence was carried out on October 6,
1536, after the godly martyr cried out
his last words, "Lord, open the King of
England's eyes!" This prayer would be
answered within the year.
Tyndale initiated the tradition of
literary excellence for the English Bible.
Those who followed him continued
that tradition. His successors merely
polished the gem that was left to their
care.
Coverdale's Bible First Bound in
England. During Tyndale's latter
years, the attitude toward an English
Bible began to change in England. Tyn-
dale's translation had aroused much in-
terest among the people. In 1534
Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
C a n t e r b u r y ,  s e n s i n g  t h e  a p -
propriateness of the time, petitioned
the king to authorize the production of
an English translation, and to make it
available to the people. Although no
formal authorization was given, some
of the king's close associates, Thomas
Cromwell and Sir Thomas More,
evidently encouraged the work to begin
on the Continent under the direction
of Miles Coverdale, a former Augustin-
ian Friar who had aided Tyndale in his
work.
Coverdale made use of Tyndale's
translation of the New Testament and
the Pentateuch, with only minor revi-
sions. But Tyndale's translation of
Joshua through Chronicles was not
available to him. So for the rest of the
Old Testament and the Apocrypha he
translated from the Latin, making use
of the German versions available to
him; he did not translate from the
Greek and Hebrew.
The first edition was dedicated to
the king but was not officially recog-
nized by the king. Yet, because the
Bible came on the scene at the oppor-
tune time, it was not opposed; no one
took notice that it was basically
Tyndale's work. It was immediately
received by the people and became a
success. The second edition was printed
in 1537 under license of the king-an
answer to Tyndale's last prayer on
eartn.
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Matthew's Bible First Licensed by
the King. Meanwhile another English
Bible was being made on the Continent
by John Rogers, a close friend and con-
vert of the late Tyndale.
Tyndale made Rogers his literary ex-
ecutor and gave him his unfinished
manuscripts of the Old Testament.
W i t h  t h e s e  m a n u s c r i p t s  a n d
Coverdale's first edition, he produced
his Bible under the fictitious name of
Thomas  Ma t thew.  He  rev i sed
Tyndale's translation of Genesis
through Chronicles, and Jonah, and
Tyndale's 1535 New Testament. For
the rest of the Old Testament and the
Apocrypha he revised Coverdale's
translation.
Cranmer liked Matthew's Bible, so
he sent a copy to Cromwell, requesting
that it be licensed by the king. As a
result the Matthew's Bible, with a
Foreword by Cranmer, was published
in England in 1537 under license qf the
king-a second answer to Tyndale's last
prayer. But in 1555 Rogers was the first
martyr to be burned at Smithfield dur-
ing the reign of Queen Mary.
The Great Bible Authorized for
Churches. Because of the success of
Coverdale's Bible in 1535 it became evi-
dent that the king was favorable to the
idea. Consequently, in 1536 Cranmer
again petitioned the king to authorize
the production of an English Bible that
would be suitable for use in the
churches.
The first edition, a revision of
Matthew's Bible, was issued in April of
1539, without notes. The name com-
monly given to this Bible is the Great
Bible because of its large size and ex-
cellent workmanship.
This Bible became very popular,
even though its sponsor, Thomas
Cromwell, lost favor with the king and
was executed a little more than a year
after its publication. It went through
seven editions in two years and re-
mained dominant for almost thirtv
years.
The Geneva Bible Produced by
the Puritans. Although the Great
Bible was quite popular and successful,
many were not fully satisfied with it.
Some attempts were made to have this
Bible revised, but without success. Dur-
ing the anti-Protestant persecution
under Queen Mary, many of these peo-
18
ple fled to Geneva, the city of John
Calvin, and settled there. Some of
these exiles undertook to revise
thoroughly the Great Bible in order to
correct the problems they saw in it.
The complete Bible was issued in 1560.
This revision is known as the Geneva
Bible. The Old Testament was a revi-
sion of the Great Bible (1550 edition),
especially those sections not originally
translated by Tyndale. The New Testa-
ment was a revision of Tvndale's work.
Prio, to the
fourteenth century, the
complete Bible was
neaer translated into
Fnslish.
For the first time in any English
Bible, verse divisions and numbers
were used, following the system in-
troduced by Robert Stephanus in his
Latin Bible. The Apocrypha was
separated from the Old Testament with
an introduction clearly stating that the
Apocryphal Books were not canonical.
The Ceneva Bible was very suc-
cessful, completely overshadowing the
Great Bible, which ceased being
printed after 1569. It underwent over
140 editions, the last being 1644. It re-
tained its popularity over the Bishops'
Bible, and over the Authorized Version
for a generation. It was the household
Bible in all of Scotland, and popular
with the middle-class people in
England.
The Bishops' Bible Produced by a
Committee. The success of the
Geneva Bible made the use of the
Great Bible impossible; its superior
quality could not be resisted. It was
fully accepted in Scotland and was
quite popular with the people of
England. But it was unacceptable to the
English clergy because of its strong
Calvinistic notes. In order to resolve
the problem, Archbishop Matthew
Parker appointed a committee of
bishops to revise the Great Bible with
the help of other scholars.
The work was completed in seven
years and issued in October of 1568; it
is known as the Bishops'Bible because
of the important role the bishops had
in its production. This was the first
English Bible produced by a committee
of scholars. This Bible was the least suc-
cessful of the English versions, the last
edition being in 1606.
The committee of bishops con-
tinued the tradition of literary ex-
cellence. They were particularly con-
cerned that all portions of the Bible
would be suitable for public reading
and that its wording would be in good
taste, with dqlicacy and refinement.
"ExpressioBs,i which, if read aloud,
might be'loffensive to public taste were
to be modified."
The King James Bible is the
Crowning Revision. In 1603 James
VI, King of Scotland, became James I,
King of England. In the Conference of
Hampton Court held in January of
1604, the Puritans petitioned the new
king for improved conditions. Dr. John
Reynolds, President of Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, and spokesman for
the moderate Puritans, recommended
that the king authorize a revision of the
Bishops' Bible. The king was receptive
to the idea and a letter was soon writ-
ten to initiate the work.
A group of 54 prominent Greek and
Hebrew scholars were selected and
organized into six companies. Two
companies were to meet at each of the
three universities (Oxford, Cambridge,
and Westminster), each company
working on a separate portion of the
Bible. Each company completed its
work and submitted it to the other five
for evaluation. When all questions were
resolved the final readings were record-j;
ed in a master Bible at each university.
This work took about three years.
Each university sent its master Bible
to London for a review committee to
decide the final form based on the
readings in the three master copies.
This work took almost one year.
The translators continued the prac-
tice of using verse numbers and
paragraph marks. For some unknown
reason, however, paragraph marks
were not used beyond Acts 20:36; this
omission was never corrected.
The King James Bible was a revision
of the Bishops'Bible, not a new transla-
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tion. Although the work was a revi-
sion, careful comparison was made
with the Hebrew and Greek. By mak-
ing use of the best scholarship of their
time, and building upon the excellent
foundation laid by their predecessors,
these translators produced an English
Bible unsurpassed in excellence of
language, rhythm, cadence, majesty,
worshipful reverence, and literary
beauty.
The work took seven years to com-
plete; the first edition was issued in
1611. It replaced the Bishops' Bible in
the churches and was accepted as the
authorized Bible because of the king's
involvement with its production. But it
was never formally authorized by any
official orsanization.
Tn, Kins ?ames Bible
took its place in the
hearts of Fnglish.
s|eaking people,
Like its predecessors, the 1611 Ver-
sion included the Apocrypha between
the Old and New Testaments. But
unlike its predecessors, which clearly
stated the Apocryphal Books were not
part of the canon of Scripture, the 161 1
Version contained no comments, thus
leaving the question open. The
Puritans requested that copies be
printed without the Apocrypha, but to
no avail. In 1615 Archbishop Abbot
forbade the issue of Bibles without the
Apocrypha; and it was not unti l 1629
that the King James Bible was available
with or without the Apocrypha.
In spite of its impressive origin, the
King James Bible was not well received
at f irst. Many of the Puritans,
Calvinists, and other Protestants were
not satisfied with it and continued to
use the Geneva Bible which remained
in print unti l 1644.
Ultimately the competition died
out, the opposition subsided, and the
King James Bible took its place in the
hearts of English-speaking people. To
this day, over 370 years later, it still re-
mains the most popular English Bible,
in spite of the many modern versions
issued in recent years.
NOVEMBER1983
Early Revisions of the King James
Bible. Most people are under the im-
pression that the present King James
Bible is an exact copy of the original
1611 edition, assuming that no changes
have been in the text since that t ime.
Actually many changes have been
made, primarily through four extensive
revisions.
The Cambridge Revision of
1629.Due to the sharp crit icism of the
King James Bible, and due to the state
of the text because of careless printing
and irresponsible editing, a complete
revision of the text was undertaken at
Cambridge University. The unknown
revisers repaired much of the damage
done in prior years, but they made
many changes and corrections of their
own, most of which were of great value.
The Cambridge Revision of
1638. \ilhen the second Cambridge
edition came out in l638 the text again
had been carefully revised. This revi-
sion seems to have completed the in-
tent and purpose of the preliminary
work of 1629.
The Cambridge Revision of
1762. ln the 150 years that followed
the issue of the King James Bible in
1611, the English language underwent
numerous changes in spelling, punctua-
tion, vocabulary, and grammar. In
order to restore the Bible to current
literary English, a third revision was
undertaken at Cambridge. The revi-
sion was'made by Dr. Thomas Paris,
Feilow of Trinity College. He made a
dil igent correction of'the text, and
modernized and regularized the spelling
and punctuation; and he made many
corrections in the use of italicized
words.
This edition was printed in Cam-
bridge in 1762, by Joseph Bentham. It
had very limited circulation, however,
because a large portion of the impres-
sion was destroyed by fire.
The Oxford Revision of 1769.
Shortly after the Cambridge revision of
1762 a similar revision was made at Ox-
ford by Dr. Benjamin Blayney, Regius
Professor of Hebrew. Working for
about four years, he collated the then
current editions of Oxford and Cam-
bridge with that of 1611 and 1701. His
object was to restore the text of the
English Bible to its original purity. He
incorporated most of the revisions of
Dr. Paris and made many more of his
own. He fuither revised the punctua-
tion and use of italics. This revision was
printed in Oxford in 1769.
Blayney's revision came to be
known as "The Oxford Standard." It is
the standard used in all modern King
James Bibles, except for minor devia-
tions. The standardization of Blayney's
1769 text resulted in much greater care
on the part of publishers to maintain a
pure text; but on the other hand it
abandoned the tradition of periodic
revision to keep the Bible in current
l iterary usage.
The Number of Changes. Vith the
number of revisions that have been
made to the 1611 edi t ion,  i t  is  impor-
tant to consider the extent of the
changes and their effect on the purity
of the divine message.
A study of these changes reported
by the Amer ican Bib le Society in  lB51
stated "that the number of variations
recorded. . falls but l i tt le short of
Twentl-Four Thousand." Such changes
consisted of added words, deleted
words, changed words, word order,
and punctuation.
The later revisions have been im-
provements over earlier editions, yet no
revision or edition has been perfectly
flawless in every detail. Such discrepan-
cies were usually inconsequential, not
affecting doctrine and truth. The
American Bible Society Report stated,
"There is not one which mars the in-
tegrity of the text, or affects any doc-
trine or precept of the Bible." However,
it is wrong to assume that current edi-
tions of the King James Bible are flaw-
less. Current editions exhibit minor dif-
ferences from one another and from
Blayney's standard text.
But such minor differences have no
effect on the overall doctrinal teachings
of the King James Bible; all current edi-
rions are doctrinally reliable, On the
other hand, the differences demon-
strate the need of continuing the
literary tradition behind the King
James Bible, the tradition of careful
scholarly revision to resolve known dif-
ficulties and to update the language to
current literary usage. !
Bibl iography avai lable on request.
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Economics
Economists have just completed a
"misery index" listing the nations least
liked by their citizens. Factors such as
inflation and unemployment were
primary considerations in finding out
how finances affect one's happiness.
Italy topped the list, followed by
Canada, England, France, Australia,
and the United States. It's interesting
that affluent countries headed the list
while impoverished Third \Vorld States
ranked at the bottom. Apparently, the
more possessions people have, the more
they complain about what they don't
have. Jesus described a man who would
have rated high on today's misery in-
dex (Luke 17:16-21). His riches had
brought only restlessness, so he deter-
mined to build bigger barns to house
his wealth. That night he died and all
the money he had laid in store profited
him nothing! Like the rich man in the
parable of Jesus, discontented Western
nations may be nearing the night of
their own death.
Aliases
Did you hear about the professor
called John Doe who taught in several
colleges by using as many as 13 aliases?
He fooled both students and other
faculty members until a young girl in
one of his classes suspected he was un-
qualified. One can only wonder why
someone didn't find out sooner that he
was faking his professional abilities.
John Doe is really not much different
from cult leaders who fool millions with
their claims of divine knowledge. If you
think the people who hired John Doe
feel a little embarrassed, just imagine
how many cult leaders will react on the
Day of Judgment! lf you are involved in
some group that worships a man as the
incarnation of God or the messenger of
the Lord, beware! His divine title is on-
ly an alias, and his teachings are no
more dependable than those of the
masquerading professor. John Doe's
deception was discovered in time. But
the errors of most false teachers are not
uncovered until their disciples are dead.
Streetwalkers
Prostitutes in Toronto have become
so brazen in their solicitation that the
Canadian government has considered
taking restrictive action. But officials
are not suggesting that streetwalkers be
jailed and driven offthe pavement. The
solution offered is to issue licenses to
prostitutes and confine their activities
to assigned areas of the city. Ladies of
the night will still be able to practice
their profession as long as they don't
harass unapproving citizens. The logic
of the Canadian government is
ludicrous if carried to its outer limits.
Should rapists be condoned as long as
they stay in dark alleys? What about
licensing child molesters as long as they
brutalize their young victims in
specified locations? Toronto officials
are overlooking one important fact:
The morality of one's conduct is depen-
dent on wlwt ts done, not whcre it is
done. Licensing sin may ease the con-
science of man but it will not avert the
judgment of God. o re83
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Neqgssity of- 
_RevlX*I**t3*fhflns
here is a worldwide famine of
true revival preaching today.
Certainlv. there is an abun-
dance of "great" preaching-preaching
that reflects the unique or unusual per-
sonality of the preacher, his captivating
intell igence, creativity, humor, or
entertaining style. But where is the
soul-hot preaching of the revival
preacher today?
In general, the twentieth-century
church seems to have lost much of its
emphasis on genuine revival, and
perhaps it has even lost the concept of
true revival, what it involves, and what
spiritual atmosphere is necessary for its
conception.
In the July/August issue of Moody
Monthly magazine, Dr. J. Edwin Orr,
Director of the Oxford Association for
Research in Revival. wrote:
I regard revival as an outcome
of an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in the body of believers,
which may also result in the
awakening of the masses. Peter
preached powerfully on the day
ofPentecost. and three thousand
were added to the church. What
was the secret? He was filled with
the Holy Spirit and he preached
the \ilord. But Stephen was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and he
preached the Word; he did not
add three thousand to the
churcht thev stoned him to
death.
So we need the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon the masses
to make them hungry for the
Word of God. That is what hap-
pened at Pentecost, and that is
what happened in the days of
John \Tesley and in the days of
D.L. Moody.
The result of this reviving of
the church is the awakening of
the masses, and the revived
church meets the need of the
awakened masses with evange-
lism, teaching, and social action.
Let us not call an evangelistic
campaign a revival. Let us use
the word reuiq.,al for the revival of
the people of God, and use the
word euangelism for the winning
of the lost, and social action {or
our testimony in society.
God may give us a burden for
revival, but He never gives us a
timetable for a blueprint. It is in
His hand. So. revivals cannot be
planned; but if one comes, the ef-
fects are phenomenal.
And because revival cannot be
planned, we must stop seeking revival
from God and start seeking God for
revival.
During the past ten years, I have
been involved in more than 300 local
church crusades, and witnessed several
phenomenal outpourings of God's Holy
Spirit. These meetings were not de-
signed exclusively for evangelism but
for a stirring and uplifting of God's peo-
ple as well. Admittedly, the majority of
these meetings did not result in "gen-
uine rev ival , "  even though the
churches were encouraged and strength-
ened. However, on occasion, the Spirit
of God broke through in an extraor-
dinary moving, and true revival was
evident.
One pastor wrote:
It all began with the special
early preparation and planning.
Several weeks before the crusade
our people met three times a
week for introspective and in-
tercessory prayer. The prayer
meetings exhibited an intensity I
had not experienced before and
those invo,lved in the prayer
meetings showed a depth not
observed in them before. As God
promised, prayer requests began
to be answered even before the
L I G H T  C r u s a d e  b e g a n .
Backslidden Christians began to
get right with God and with
fellow Christians. Hearts began
to be melted and broken.
Vernon Brewer is
Director of LIGHT
Ministries, El Cajon,
California.
Vhen the crusade began,
every aspect of the services fit
together to focus on spiritual
need. Hosts of people sought
God in the prayer rooms. Con-
fession, repentance of sin,
forgiveness, and a renewal of
fellowship with one another and
with God followed. Several were
saved. Husbands and wives
opened lines of communication.
Young people and children were
reconciled to their parents.
Family confl icts were con.
fronted, analyzed, and resolved.
Drastic, but wonderfi.rl changes
in the lives of many followed.
The absence of such revival today is
painfully evident. The cry of the com-
mitted is ever "Wilt thou not revive us
again?" (Ps. 85:6) and "O Lord, revive
thy work" (Hab. 3:2). Among preachers
today, there is a renewed interest and
yearning for God to touch His people.
Yet, God works through the means
and employs His chosen instruments to
accomplish His own sovereign will.
Brroure reviual
csnnot be planned, we
must stop seeking
revival from God and
start seeking God
for revival,
Revival is a work of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, but this can never
negate our responsibility as preachers
to call our nation back to God.
However, much controversy sur-
rounds the actual role of preaching in
revival. The preaching of most "revival-
ism" (notice reuio.talism not reuiual)
amounts to little more than attempted
manipulation of God's people and even
of God Himself, using just the right
words spoken in just the right way, at
just the right time, to just the right peo-
ple. Such is the well.known history of
preachers like Charles Finney. But
sound writers on revival insist that it
depends on the sovereign operation of
the Holy Spirit of God,
Revival preaching is about the per-
son and character of God and the stan.
dards of His righteousness, causing
hearers to measure themselves by that
standard. One of the greatest hin-
drances to revival is that, because of
complacency and indifference, most
Christians do not think they need
revival. Obedience to the Holy Spirit as
a result of the preaching of the Word is
a necessary element of revival, Ever
since the Geneva Reformation, with
John Calvin and his coJaborers, there
has been a characteristic understanding
of true revival-style preaching-preach.
ing not reserved for "revival meetings,"
but preaching that should characterize
pulpits whenever the Word of God is
proclaimed.
Revival Preaching Emanates from
the Word of God. Often, sermons
labeled as "great preaching" lack the
solid foundation and depth of biblical
truth! One distinctive of the Reforma.
tion was deep interest in returning to
the written Word of God. In Zurich, for
instance, Zwingli cried out, "Back to
the Fountains," meaning "Let's get
back to the well-springs of the holy
'!ilord."
Preaching has its greatest influence
when wielded by means of the tool that
God Himself has ordained. God has
given His Word not only as a rule of
faith but also of practice. We may ex-
pect His blessing in proportion to our
adherence to it, because God always
honors His \i lord (lsa. 55:11). Here,
then, is a two-sided formula for revival:
1) the Vord of God must be proclaimed
and 2) Christians must live in accor-
dance with the Word. This is the heart
of revival on man's part-preaching
and practicing the \ilord.
'\7e 
need a return to the "thus saith
the Lord" of the Scriptures. Such
preaching is authoritative. The revival
preacher does not speak for himself. It
is not his own message, but "thus saith
the Lord. . . thus saith my Master!"
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a n
authoritative message demands a
response. \ilhen properly preached, the
Word demands that people must say
either yes or no. Too much modern
preaching leaves a loophole, a way to
escape conviction. Yet, the \Uord ofthe
Lord constantly confronts man with
choices.
The \Uord must be expounded care-
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fully, emphasizing doctrines ih balance
(for example, God's love and mercy
paralleling His wrath against sin). It
must be expounded forcefully, without
apology, with the boldness of Elijah
and the courage ofJohn the Baptist. It
must be expounded clearly with the
theological insight of Paul, and sweetly
with the apostle John's simplicity and
compassion for the "little children" in
God's family.
However, revival preaching does
not stop with expounding the lUord of
God. It applies the !ilord to our needs,
tampering with our lifestyles and forc-
ing us to examine our hearts from the
perspective of a holy God.
Revival Preaching Emphasizes
Christ. The preaching of the death,
burial, and Resurrection of Christ must
become the very core of our message,
Too many issues have prevented
preachers from coming to the central
theme of the gospel-the person and
work of Jesus Christ. While dispensa-
tional dissection, prophecy seminars,
and Bible vs. science dissertations all
have their proper place in preaching
the whole counsel of God, they are
never to be paramount. The evangel of
the New Testament is Christ, and it is
Christ-centered preaching that will stir
the hearts ofpeople and ready them for
the deeper work of God's Holy Spirit.
The average church member has
only a weak acquaintance with the per-
son of Christ, perhaps due to the
p reache rs '  t op i c - cen te red ,  need -
oriented emphasis of the \ilord of God.
Such sermons often encourage for a
time but are seldom lastingly effectual,
because Christians have not been prop-
erly discipled and taught about the
wonderful ongoing work of Christ in
their behalf. Genuine revival preaching
brings attention and glory to Christ
alone.
Revival Preaching Is Energized by
God's Spirit. Preachers often discuss
the Spirit's work in salvation and sanc-
tification, but talk little about the unc-
tion and anointing of the Holy Spirit in
the life of the preacher. Perhaps this is
because there is so little Spirit-led
preaching in the first place! Just as a
preacher must prepare his sermons, he
must also rely on the movement of God
upon that preparation. The two are in-
separable. The preacher must prepare
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his message, expecting God's Spirit to
anoint His Word and grip men's hearts
through it.
'What is this anointing, this ener-
gizing of the Vord by the Spirit?
Martin Lloyd-Jones in Preaching and
Preachcrs explains: "lt is an access of
power. It is God giving power and
enabling through the Spirit to the
preacher, in order that he may do this
work in a manner that lifts it up
beyond the efforts and endeavors of
man to a position in which the
Tno is the heart of
reqrival on mdnt s part-
preaching and
practicing the Word.
preacher is being used by the Spirit and
becomes the channel through whom
the Spirit works." But many of us are
content with fleshlv efforts and
powerless unanointed preaching. Acts
1:8 promises power, yet we do not
receive it. The men in the uppeltoom
with Jesus were already potentially
great preachers before Pentecost. They
had been with Jesus, observing His
miracles and His remarkable life, then
the wonder of His Resurrection. Yet,
according to Christ, something further
was needed-a filling with the Holy
Spirit. Vhen that filling came, the
apostles preached and ministered with
power, and continued to do so.
The Spirit so worked in the
preaching during the Protestant Refor-
mation. Martin Luther described a
time when, during extraordinary
preaching, the whole room seemed to
fill with light. When John Livingstone
of Scotland escaped to Northern
Ireland during persecution in 1630, he
was invited to speak at a special series
of communion meetings. Great an-
ticipation had been building in the
meetings, and Livingstone-modest,
humble, and godly-became fearful of
such a weighty responsibility. He spent
most of the night struggling in prayer,
but in the early hours of the next morn-
ing, God's Spirit gave him assurance
that his preaching would be anointed
with great power. As the result of the
one sermon, 500 people were added to
the churches near Glasgow and Edin-
burgh.
Although all preaching should be
under the control of the Spirit of God,
when revival comes, there will be a
specially-granted unction according to
the wil l of the Spirit. It is a temporary
gift, but preachers should seek this
power every time they preach. Such
Spirit-anointed preaching causes people
to be visibly shaken and to be serious,
convicted. moved. and humbled. Such
a preacher is to expect the unexpected.
"lf the preacher always knows exactly
what is going to happen...he should
not be in the pulpit at all," wrote
Lloyd-Jones. "The whole glory of the
ministry is that you do not know what
- o '  h r ^ ^ o - l t t
Revival Preaching Exposes Sin.
The preaching of the Word that will
meet sinners' needs and bring convic-
tion to their hearts must also include
strong preaching against sin. Exposure
of sin to the light of God's Vord will
divide men and even ministries. Vhile
it is never popular, it is an urgent and
indispensable part of true revival
preaching.
Preaching against sin is an evidence
of love for the holiness of God and for
the erring body of Christ. It involves
preaching against sin, not against in-
dividuals. Preachers need to see people
as wayward "sheep not having a shep-
herd," and lead them back, through
wise prodding, to the forgiving arms of
Christ. Throughout Jesus' ministry, His
constant exposure ofsin often dispelled
a curious crowd. The revival preacher
must give up any notion of popularity.
He must be more concerned with
holiness in the church than happiness.
ln AmericalsTooYoung ro Die, Leonard
Ravenhill insists, "Our present-day
sterile evangelism with its emphasis on
happiness would have shocked John
the Baptist. Ve try to induce happiness
on a heart diseased with sin. We offer
band-aids to folk who need radical
spiritual surgery for the cancer of car.
nality. . . We preach to produce peace in
the heart. John the Baptist preached to
produce panic!"
The revival preacher must never
cower under the justifications his peo-
ple offer for their sin. He must preach
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with conviction nothing less than com-
plete and absolute obedience to every
clear principle and direction from the
Word of God. People should see that
repentance for sin is their only option.
The powerful preachers in church
history thundered God's unchanging
truths.  and thev shat tered the
resistance of even hardened sinners! In
the midst  of  rev ival ,  Spi r i t - led
preaching brings intense remorse, con-
trit ion, and confession. Conduct
previously deemed acceptable then ap-
pears unbelievably wicked. Prejudices,
private indulgences, prayerlessness, and
failures in living are no longer defended
by excuses but are "laid bare" before a
holy God. Long-forgotten sins are
remembered, and those who thought
themselves so worthy of heaven sud-
denly stand in awe that they are not
already burning in hell.
Preaching true repentance is at the
core ofrevival preaching. Lack ofthis is
one of the major reasons that believers
or unbelievers do not experience real
conviction, "Godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation" (2 Cor. 7:10).
Men must be made to feel distressed
and appalled by their sin. Therefore,
the \Uord of God must con/ront he sin-
ner with the magnitude of his sin.
fulness and the offense of his sinful acts.
The severity of God's anger concerning
man's sin must be preached! The enter-
tainment style of much twentieth-
century evangelism illustrates how far
we have missed the mark of revival in
this area.
Responsibility lies heavily with the
preacher. When God has called a
chosen vessel to speak His 'Word, part
of that message must include warnings.
God will hold His servant accountable
if the warnings are not proclaimed
clearly and simply, yet authoritatively.
If sin is being tolerated in the church,
much of the blame rests wirh an
unrevived or undiscerning preacher.
Revival Preaching Evangelizes the
Lost. Finally, then, as others see the
repentance and renewal of God's peo-
ple, the effect of revival preaching is
evangelism to rhe lost, both in the
church and without. Every true
believer is either a stepping-stone to
heaven or a stumbling block to hell for
those outside of Christ. God uses His
people as "epistles known and read of
z4
all men" to move the hearts of the un-
saved. The genuine response of God's
people to the commands of Scripture
can convince and break the calloused
and indifferent heart. But when Chris-
tians resist the Word in disobedience
and pride, or grieve the Spirit, the un-
saved also resist the work of the
Saviour and the wooing of the Spirit of
God.
Stephen's testimony was the convic-
tion that Saul of Tarsus "kicked
against," before his own conversion.
Today, whenever God's people are
humbled and transparently express
Tt , reuiual preacher
must preach nothing
less than complete
obedience to everv
cleor principle from the
Word of God,
their inadequacy and dependence on
Christ, and their willingness to be mere
instruments in His hands, one will find
an outpouring of conviction upon the
lost.
According to Lloyd-Jones, a revival
preacher must be sure he personally
never assumes that all church members
are Christians. They "resent preaching
which assumes they are not, though it
is what they need to hear most of all."
Such people like Scripture expositions
and sermons for believers, for these do
not hurt, trouble, or convict!
Most preaching is produced for self.
sufficient, self.satisfied church members
and results in a congregation of
Pharisees. Truly evangelistic revival
preaching can breathe fresh conviction
into God's people and ready them for a
deeper work of His Spirit.
In a recent crusade one pastor
stated:
Revival had been just a word
we used to designate a series of
special meetings. Now revival
has developed an entirely new
meaning for our church because
we have experienced one. God
moved among us as He had
never moved before, and because
of His moving we can never be
tne same.
I, as pastor, experienced
sweeping revival in my own soul.
I had become proud and insen-
sitive to the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. My ministry had
become a matter of routine-
teaching, preaching, counseling,
and doing the things expected of
me. But all that has changed
with my regaining the first love
of Jesus Christ.
Our church had been cold
and filled with bitterness. A
severe split 16 years ago had
seemingly irreparably damaged
the spiritual lives of numerous
people. This bitterness grieved
the heart of God and every
pastor who had occupied the
pulpit. The bitterness was a log
jam which seemed impossible to
break; but when the power of
God fell during the days of the
revival, the log jam gave way to
the movement of the Holy Spirit.
People saw themselves as God
saw them and broke under the
promptings of God's Spirit, with
their pride being smashed and
their will surrendered.
During the Sunday morning
service, God spoke to hearts
throughout the building. People
left their seats and went to others
to ask forgiveness for wrong at-
titudes and actions. There were
many tears and many changes.
There is an entirely new spirit in
our church. Prior to the meeting,
we could say with the psalmist,
"We have heard with our ears, O
God, our fathers have told us,
what work thou didst in their
days, in the times of old"
(Ps. 44:1). But now we can say we
have experienced what our
fathers have told us about. Glorv
to God, we have experienced a
real revival!
Last Sunday nearly 40 people
were saved or came for assurance
of salvation. Sunday night we
baptized 18, and a large group is
continr/cd on page 48
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e all remember 1976, not
only because of the
Bicentennial but also
because it was declared "The Year of
the Evangelical." On the cover of
Newsweek and Time magazines,
Evangelical Christians were brought up
out of the catacombs by the modern-
day Constantines and given the respect
that even Rodney Dangerfield is still
seeking.
Candidate Jimmy Carter was in-
strumental in bringing about this long.
overdue recognition. It was Carter's
openness about his faith that caused
John Chancellor to say on the NBC
"Nightly News," "'lil(/e've looked up this
term 'born again' and we've learned it
isn't really something new. k's been
around for a long time and millions of
Americans express a belief that they've
been bom again.t'
C h r i s t i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e
Evangelical kind, had arrived.
In 1978, flushed with our new-found
recognition and having bought new
wardrobes, exchanging polyester suits
for wool blends, we had the ultimate
bash at the National Religious Broad-
casters Convention in tW/ashington.
New superstar "converts" were paraded
like prize bulls before a gawking press.
The 'Vashington Post featured the
gathering, on the front of its much-read
Style Section. Many of us thought,
"Could things be much better than
this?" \ile should have been asking,
"Could they get much worse?" In all of
this, a new spirit of accommodation
had been unleashed instead of the spirit
of confrontation which, in my judg-
ment, the Bible clearly calls us to
Dractice,
'We 
were behaving like the
world and the world was
giving us its recognition
and, in some casesr its
But recognition was not enough and
because some of us were not content to
accept the role secular society had
carved out for us-little totems or ar-
tifacts sitting on a shelf to be admired
or ignored at the whim of those in the
culture-we began to encounter dif-
ficulties.
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When the National Association of
Evangelicals Office of Public Affairs
opened in Washington, the culture
began to stir. Do these people want to
affect policy? Do they want to influence
the course of government? They can't
do that. \Uhat about separation of
church and state? Doesn't that mean
that the secularists get to run the state
and the religionists get the church? It
was a new twist on Stalin's plan offered
at Potsdam and Yalta for the United
States and the Soviet Union to carve
up the world into "spheres of
influence." The secularists'sphere of in-
fluence was government; ours was
religion. \7e could have religion except
in those areas where the secularists had
a prevailing interest; they got the state,
which we could never penetrate under
any circumstances.
Again, the spirit of accommodation
as opposed to confrontation remained
strong and some groups chose only
"safe" issues to address or took posi-
tions on issues that were much like the
world.
But, like the sick patient who is
prescribed certain drugs that do not
work, America continued to sink into a
moral abyss. The old ways had been
discarded, but no structure had been
built to replace them. America was
operating on Lenin's philosophical
principle that the goal of the revolu.
tionary is to tear down the existing
structure. It is the responsibility of
someone else to build a new one ro
replace it.
Five years later, the spirit of accom-
modation remains strong today.
Moderate-to-liberal groups have con-
fronted government with a more or less
secular religion for nearly 40 years.
There are more than 50 lobbying
groups in \Tashington today that have
a religious affiliation. The vast majority
take a so-called moderate-toliberal
stance on most issues, and so they are
more or less left alone, because they
have accommodated to the prevailing
secular worldview.
As the Presbyterians, Methodists,
Ca tho l i cs ,  and  Amer i can  and
Southern Baptists testifu before con-
gressional committees on everything
from abortion to foreign policy, there
are no editorials in the NewYorkTimes
or the 'Vashington Post denouncing
such exercises of religion and political
freedom, no conclusions that church-
state separation has been violated.
Jesse Jackson considers running for
the Presidency. No questions about a
theocracy. Why?
In the Templeton Prize address in
london recently, Alqcander Solzhenitsyn
said that America is being sucked into a
vortex of atheism and that "we can on-
ly reach with determination for the
warm hand of God, which we have so
rashly and self-confidently pushed
away....There is nothing else to cling
to, in the landslide: all the thinkers of
the Enlightenment can give us
nothing."
Now in all this debate about the
proper role of Christians in a secular
society there are at least two points we
seem to have forgotten. One is the
sovereignty of God. For too long that
fact-the sovereignty of God-has been
used by those who want to cop out of
the system, who wish to wait until the
Lord's return and invest none of their
abilities and efforts in this world at all.
Their verdict, I believe, was pronounced
in the parable of the talents. To whom
much is given, much shall also be re-
quired. In all of the nuclear freeze
debate, where is the discussion of the
sovereignty of God? The king's heart is
in the hand of the Lord.
The other point that seems
to have been forgotten is
that Christians are to be
both salt and light. The
light, of course, is the good news that
humanity and God can be reconciled
through the shed blood and finished
work of Jesus Christ, plus or minus
nothing. But the salt factor seems to
have suffered from the creeping mod-
ernism that so infests our land.
My \Tebster's Nequ Collegiate Dic-
tionarl says that salt is abundant in
nature. Because salt is abundant in
nature, it acts as a preservative. When
Jesus said, "Ye are the salt of the
earth,tt He wanted us to act as a preser-
vative in a rotting world. \Vhy?
Because, as the world is preserved, it
gives more freedom for the gospel to be
shared around that world.
As John Stott has pointed out, in
the days before refrigeration, coarse salt
was rubbed-not sprinkled, but
rubbed-into meat to keep it from
spoiling. If the meat went bad, it was
n
praise.
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the fault of the salt, not the meat. The
world is the meat. We are the salt. If the
world goes bad whose fault is it? lt is
ours and we stand to answer for the
reason we have lost our saltiness.
Because the spirit of accommoda-
tion is so strong today among many
Christims, most of us prefer to remain
in the saltshaker. Indeed many of us
can no longer be described as salt at all.
W, woulil rather
accommoilate he
woilil than confront i ,
We are like the Lite Salt that Morton
and other firms produce. ft has the
flavor of salt but it has lost its preser-
vative qualities. Rub Lite salt into meat
and it will spoil just as if nothing had
been applied. Rub accommodating
Christians into the culture and the
spoilage can also be predicted.
We have been lulled-too many of
us-into the belief that approval from
the state and the secular powers is to
be preferred to the approval of God.
\ile would rather accommodate the
world than confront it. \7e would
rather be known as "pluralists" (which
means we will tolerate anything to keep
from "imposing" our views on others
while they are imposing their views on
us) than to be called "intolerant" or,
even worse, "Fundamentalists,t' with
a l  I  o f  t h e  m e d i a - p e r p e t r a t e d
stereotypes-from snake handling to
frothing at the mouth-associated with
that word.
fn For instance, earlier this
r  1 |  |  v e a r  J e n a r o r  E r n e s r
l-i Hotttnqs oiSourn Carottna
-
- 
gave voice to this view
when he said on February 19, "Tax ex-
;I
I _l Cai Thomas rs a
It:I jomwlist md free-lance
Iflir}lrI -
rc- q,triter. His latest bcnk is
EVI Book Burning.
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emption is a privilege, not a right.
Religious freedom is a priceless heritage
that must be jealously guarded. Bat
wlvn religiuts belief is @ntrar! to the law
of tfu land then it is thz law, rct religion,
tlwt must be sustairwd."
Do you understand where this is
taking us? The Supreme Court's recent
decision in the Bob Jones University
case is the most recent outworking of
Senator Hollings's views. Racism was
not the issue. Public policy versus
religious belief was the issue. As repug-
nant as racial discrimination is, shall
government be the ultimate arbiter of
what constitutes religious belief or prac-
tice?
This philosophy, if it prevails,
means a mandate for government to
control churches, Christian schools,
seminaries, employees of those institu-
tions, and so forth.
Respect for God and restraint on
the part of government toward the
church were integral parts of our na-
tion from the beginning until recent
days. But respect for God has been
eroded from our institutions, and an
unrestrained government threatens to
wipe out the last vestiges of freedom to
worship. \Thether it is the relentless
pursuit of religion and religious values
by the misnamed American Civil
Liberties Union (which even opposes
the singing of Christmas carols at
Christmas) or the challenge to the
freedom to assemble on school grounds
before or after classes to discuss
religious subjects, it is clear that govern-
ment now feels it can invade any part
of our lives, including our religious
lives, with impugnity.
I agree with the cliche, "If you don't
stand for something, you will fall for
anything." Historically, those who
have stood against the tide, those who
have stood for righteousness (which,
we are told, promotes a nation to
greatness and the opposite brings a na-
tion to shame) have always been reviled
by their contemporaries. Criticism, of
course, is not the only yardstick to use
when considering whether a man or a
woman is pursuing the proper course.
But I for one am tired of the cir-
cumstances and the equivocators. I am
tired of seeing people who wear the
Christian label openly condemning
their brothers and sisters who scrip-
turallv wear the same label.
I am tired of looking at a
house that is divided and,
being divided, witnessing
the victory of the other
side because of the default by our side. I
am tired of Christians looking for the
approval of the world and actively seek-
ing the Liberal labels of pluralism,
nlerance, and open-mindedness. I do not
care if I am called "intolerant" and all
the rest, ifl believe I am right and seek-
ing to follow the Lord. After all, a ser-
vant is not greater than his Master.
As Solzhenitsyn said in his
Templeton address in London, "Over
half a century ago, while I was still a
child, I recall hearing a number of older
people offer the following explanation
for the great disasters that had befallen
Russia: 'Men have forgotten God;
that's why all this has happened.'
"Since then I have spent well-nigh
50 years working on the history of our
revolution; in the process I have read
hundreds of books, collected hundreds
of personal testimonies, and have
already contributed eight volumes of
my own toward the effort of clearing
away the rubble left by the upheaval.
But if I were asked today to formulate
as concisely as possible the main cause
of the ruinous revolution that swallowed
up some 60 million of our people, I
could not put it more accurately than
to repeat: 'Men have forgotten God;
that's why all this has happened.' "
Of course the question remains for
the opposition as to whether the
political arena is the best forum for the
proper working out of these principles
of righteousness. I believe it is one of the
forums-not the only one, but one of
them.
lf it is proper for Liberal clergy and
Liberal church members to do and to
attempt to do all they have done over
the last 30 or so years (and I believe
that it is, though I would disagree with
some of their agenda), then it is equally
proper for those of us who are Conser-
vatives to do and to attempt to do the
same.
ln our confrontation with immorality
I believe we are being salt. At least we
are out of the saltshaker and, like the
real thing, it is awfully difficult to get
the granules back in. O
n
Unlocking
the Power ofPrayer
Ithough the tsible mentions
prayer over 600 times, one
really wonders if we deeply
believe in prayer.
In a small town, som@ne built a
nightclub. During a church prayer
meeting one member requested prayer
that the nightclub would be closed.
Lightning struck the club building a
few days later and it burned to the
ground. The owner sued the church. In
rendering the court's decision, the
judge said, "It is the opinion of this
court that, wherever the guilt may lie,
the tavern owner really believes in
prayer, while the church members, for
the most part, do not." I believe the old
judge was at least partially correct.
Prayer is important because, as the old
Puritan preachers used to say, there are
two "means of grace." Prayer is one; the
\7ord of God is the other. The two
always work in tandem. For instance,
in salvation the Word of God is the
seed from which eternal life springs;
but, if the Word is the seed, prayer is
the water. With only the \ilord of God,
the believer becomes proud and "puffed
up with knowledge." \[ith only prayer,
there is a tendency to become mystical,
fanatical, and emotional. Thus, the
\Uord of God and prayer must be rghth
proportioned to produce a balanced
Christian life.
Throughout the Bible, prayer is
notable in all the characters God used.
Abraham prayed, and angels came and
visited him. Jacob wrestled with God
all night, and his brother was changed
from a man with vengeance on his
mind to a brother with reunion in his
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heart. Hannah prayed silently, and a
son, Samuel, was miraculously given.
Moses prayed and the nation of Israel
was spared from annihilation by God's
wrath. And many others prayed for
God's intervention to meet their needs.
Christ is the example of the incom-
parable life of prayer. Every great crisis
or event He faced involved prayer. In
fact,27 different prayers are mentioned
in the Gospels. For the nearly 2,000
years since His Ascension, He has in-
terceded for believers (Heb. 7:25).
Those who have "left the greatest
impression on this sin-cursed earth
have been men and women of prayer,"
said D.L. Moody, himself a man of
prayer. Richard Baxter, known for his
writings on matters of practical
religious concern, "stained the walls of
his study with the breath of his
prayers." John Wesley, Martin Luther,
John Knox, and George Muller were
noted for prevailing prayer.
Prayer grasps eternity. Prayer is the
proof of faith. Hebrews 1l:6 says, "He
[God] is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him." To pray we must
sincerely believe that God is who He
says He is and that He has power to
answer prayer. Secondly, we must
believe that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him.
Prayer prevents backsliding. In
Matthew 26:4041, our l,ord says to the
three disciples in the Garden of
Gethsemane, "What, could ye not
watch with me one hour? \fatch and
pray,  that  ye enter  not  in to
temptation." In failing to pray, we open
ourselves to Satan's temptation. Other
than reading God's \7ord, there is
nothing more important for spiritual
victory than prayer.
To learn how to pray, we must learn
the laws of prayer. These include:
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Confession. I mean the confession
of a believer's sins, not primarily the
sins of lost men. Lost men do not need
confession first-they need Christ.
The most familiar verse in the Bible
regarding confession is I John L:9, "If.
we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
The word confess means more than ad-
mitting a sin; it means to agree with
God about the nature and effects of sin.
Notice the verse says, "If we confess . . . . "
It does not say, "If we ask to be
forgiven...." It has been a long time
since I asked God to forgive me. He
forgave me when Christ died on the
cross and I appropriated the benefits of
His substitutionary death for my salva-
tion. However, in order to maintain my
fellowship with God, I need to confess
mv sins on a dailv basis.
Ott u than reailing
God's Word, there is
nothing morc
important for spiritual
victory thon prayer,
I have always thought of confession
as a negative action. There would be a
difference in our confession if we
understood that confession does bring
honor to Him. First. confession does
away with human effort. When I am on
my knees confessing to God, I am
acknowledging that I can do nothing
regarding my sin. Secondly, confession
honors God's omnipotence. We fear
His power and might and, knowing we
shall someday stand before Him, we
want our fellowship to be unbroken at
that time. Thirdly, confession honors
God's omnisc ience.  We confess
because, if we have rightly thought
about it, God is already aware of our
sins. Fourthly, confession honors
God's mercy and love. His mercy and
love are immeasurable and infinite. and
the price paid for our sins on Calvary
knows no limitations.
Related to confession is the doctrine
NOVEMBERI9B3
of restitution. The classic e<ample of
restitution is Zacchaeus who said,
"Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I
give to the poor; and if I have taken
anything from any man by false accusa-
tion, I restore him fourfold" (Luke
1918). Not only should restitution be
made in the area of material things, but
the Bible teaches that when we have
the power to do good where we have
done wrong, we should do so. The
Philippian jailer had beaten Paul and
Silas, and locked them in the stocks.
However, when he became a Christian,
he took them to his home and tenderly
bathed their stripes, fed them, and pro'
vided the best care possible. His entire
household was saved. Our willingness
to confess our sins and make restitution
gives us tremendous influence and
testimony among unbelievers.
Praying in God's Will. Jesus, by
example and commandment, taught us
that the will of God is absolutely essen-
tial if we anticipate answered prayer.
Jesus prayed, "Father, if thou be will-
ing, remove this cup from me: never-
theless not my will, but thine, be done"
(Luke 22t42). In the Sermon on the
Mount Jesus instructed us to pray daily
for God's will in our lives. "Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done"
(Matt. 6:10).
James reminds us of the importance
of praying in the will of God, "Ye ask,
and receive not, because ye ask amiss,
that ye may consume it upon your
Iusts" (James 4:3). God's will is always
consistent with the Scripture. The one
certain way to know that we are pray-
ing in the will of God is to pray accord-
ing to the Scriptures.
To say, "Thy will be done" is not
necessarily to pray in the will of God.
In fact, we should never pray, "If it be
Thv will" where Scripture already
records God's will. For instance, I hear
people ask for the salvation of someone
and then say, "If it be Thy will." The
Bible has already told us that it is God's
will for every person to be saved.
The indwelling Holy Spirit of God
prays for us in the will of God. "But the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be ut-
tered. And he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God"
(Rom. 8:26-27).
Faith. Faith is believing not only
that God can, but that He will. Faith is
believing in what we do not seel its
reward is seeing what we believe
become reality. \[e all have faith and
express it daily. When we take a letter
to the post office, put a stamp on it,
and drop it into the mailbox, we have
faith that the post office will deliver the
letter to its destination. When we fly in
an airplane or go to the doctor for
surgery, we believe the people involved
will do what they arp supposed to do.
ln the final analysis, there is no real dif-
ference between the fdith expressed in
going to the post offtce, riding an
airplane, or having surgery, and
spiritual faith.
Noah exemplified faith. He believed
God when He said that the world
would be judged by a great flood. For
over 120 years, he worked at building
an ark to prepare for the coming judg
ment. There was no evidence of that
judgment's approach, except the word
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of God. Because of Noah's great faith
he and his family lived.
Impornrnity. The Gospel of Luke
has been called the "Gospel of Prayer,"
with tremendous emphasis on prayer,
both in the direct teaching of Christ
and in His parables. In Luke l1 and 18,
the Lord is teaching the essentials of
importunity in prayer. The disciples
ask, "L,ord, teach us to pray" (Luke
11:1). Of all the things in Jesus' life,
they were obviously impressed by His
prayer life. Christ gives to them the so-
called "Lord's Prayer" or "Model
Prayer." Then, He follows up with the
parable of a man who had an unex.
pected guest come to his home at mid-
night. Since the man had no bread for
his hungry guest, he went to his
neighbor's house and requested bread.
The indifferent neighbor said he was
already in bed, as was the rest of his
family, and could not be disturbed.
However, the man continued to plead,
refusing to take no for an answer. Im-
pornrnity prevailed and finally the
neighbor realized he would get no sleep
until he complied with his neighbor's
request to supply the bread.
W, neeil to learn to
pour out our hearts to
God, to expre.rs orrr
deepest feelings.
In Luke 18 the parable concerns a
widow and a judge. The judge appears
to be mean and merciless, with no
reverence for God or man. Justice is
determined at his own whim. The
widow has no husband to provide her
needs or to protect her; she is poor, and
without influence. She bothers thejudge through persistent pleading until
finally the judge hears her request and
grants it.
The purpose of importunity, then, is
twofold: to get those things we might
reasonably receive from the hand of a
father, and to get the bread of life for
sinners-praying for the salvation of
the lost.
Abraham prayed for Sodom, and
2a\
God changed the number of people re.
quired for the city's salvation from 50
to 10. Jacob used this principle in
Genesis 32:26, where wrestling with the
angel of the Lord he said, "I will not let
thee go, except thou bless me."
Throughout Scripture, there is con-
stant encouragement to pray. The story
is told of George Muller, who prayed
for the salvation of five of his close
friends. One friend was saved after
5 years of fervent prayer; two more
after 10 years of praying. Muller prayed
on for 25 years, and the fourth friend
found Christ as his Saviour. Prayer
continued for the fifth man until
Muller's death; months later that
friend came to know Christ. Muller
had prayed nearly 52 years for him.
\Uhat importunity!
Fervency. The principle of fervency
in the Scripture refers to intensity in
prayer. Geat Bible prayers all had in.
tense feeling, forceful logic, and deep
sincerity. Abraham prayed with great
disappointment (Gen. 15:2-3). Moses
exerts a powerful logic upon God in his
prayer (Ex. 3230-3D. James said that
Elijah "prayed earnestly"-a strong,
emotional word (James 5:17). Habakkuk
argued with God. Jacob held on, pray-
ing to God throughout the night. The
psalmists gave countless examples of
fervent prayer. Fervency in prayer ex-
tends even to the members of the
Godhead. Jesus is described as sweating
"as it were great drops of blood" (Luke
22:44). Paul, speaking of the Holy Spirit
as "making intercession with groanings
which cannot be uttered" (Rom. 8126),
certainly refers to fervency.
There are other Bible terms that im.
ply intensity in prayer. For instance, in
Philippians 4:6, the apostle speaks of
making "supplication." The word sap-
plication means to "ask a favor with in-
tensity" or to "beg." Other scriptural
terms that imply intensity in prayer are
beseeching, striuing, and labvring in
ftdyeL
Even we Fundamentalists, who
pride ourselves on our lack of for-
malism, have to plead guilty to a cer.
tain formalism in prayer. Certain
cliches and words characteristic of our
prayers, I fear have become mean.
ingless jargon; thus, we are as ritualistic
in prayer as the formal, liturgical
churches. Jesus said, "But when ye
heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking:
Be not ye therefore like unto them: for
your Father knoweth what things ye
have need of, before ye ask him" (Matt.
627-B).
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Pluralism in Educations
by RalphD. Mawdsley
hroughout history, America has encour-
aged diversity in culture and ideology.
Diversity in education had been de-
as needs in education were met through
private, and church-related schools.
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T, define religious exprusion upansively ln the
Fublic sector onil narrowly in the private sector
of eilucation offers a person with rcligious views
on eilucation the worst of both possible worlils,
The courts tend to coniider that the
United States, as a pluralistic society, is
committed to the preservation of these
different school types. But that com-
mitment begins to wane when the
"manner" of education-philosophies,
methods, and content-in these
schools differs from what is considered
standard.
States have increasingly extended
their authority over diverse methods of
instruction, claiming that quality must
be achieved through regulating the
manner of education at the expense of
pluralism.
James Hitchcock, Professor of
History at St. Louis University, writing
in the Joumal of Law and. Contemporary
Problems, states that "society can
because they protect other compelling
social interests?
Applying the private business
analogy, few would argue that fire and
health requirements and the protection
of personal and property rights should
apply equally to all educational set.
tings. State regulations affecting the
manner of education-for examole
teacher certification and curriculum
content guidelines-could likewise be
applicable if it can be demonstrated
that such regulations are necessary to
protect students or prevent the
perpetration of fraud upon the public.
However, substantial evidence shows
that teacher certification and cur-
riculum content guidelines do not
necessarily assure academic achieve.
upon the school's meeting requirements
regarding curriculum, length of school
day and year, health and safety, and
filing of periodic reports to verifu stu-
dent attendance. In addition, the state
requires every teacher to hold a valid
Nebraska certificate issued by the State
Board of Education. From its incep'
tion, Faith Baptist had refused to seek
approval for its school's curriculum or
to hire certified teachers. The school
had also refused to furnish names and
addresses of students to the state for
purposes of checking parental com-
pliance with compulsory attendance
Iaws.
The church's rationale as repre-
sented by its pastor's testimony can be
summarized as follows:
o The Bible mandates Christian
education every day of the week-
not just on Sunday.
o The public school system with its
crime, drug and alcohol addic-
tion, teacher assaults, vandalism,
and disrespect for authority and
property, is incapable of fur-
nishing the kind of education
mandated bv the Bible.
o State Department of Education
of f ic ia ls ,  as represent ing a
philosophy of Secular Humanism,
are not capable of evaluating a
school program representing a
Christian philosophy.
After two years of fruitless negotia-
tion, the State of Nebraska secured an
injunction against the operation of the
school which resulted not only in tem-
porary padlocking of the church doors
but incarceration of the pastor for three
months.
Wisconsin qt. Yoder
Parents Win the Right
to Instruct Their Children
In Wisconsin u. Yoder, Amish par-
ents refused to send their children to a
formal school between completion of
eight years' instruction in an Amish
school and the 16-year-old upper age
limit of 'Wisconsin's compulsory atten-
dance law. At issue in Yoder were not
questions about the qualitative nature
of a school that have since plagued
courts, as in Faith Baptist regarding
state approval, prescribed curriculum,
certified teachers, but rather that the
students simply be in a school of some
kind until age 16. The Amish parents
tolerate a certain number" of opposing
positions. Then he asks ominously, "Is
there a limit beyond which these [diver-
sitiesl become socially destructive?"
Other pertinent questions are:
Should the manner of education reflect
only contemporary theories or ap-
proaches to instruction? Should any
manner of education be considered
unacceptable because it is viewed as
outdated or divisive? Who should be
the final arbiter of such decisions-the
parent, the child, or a state agency?
Is education to be defined primarily
as academic achievement or is educa-
tion a matter of parent and/or student
choice of the manner of education?
Should any educational manner be per-
mitted as long as the goal of academic
achievement appears to be met? Should
such choices be encouraged by
minimizing all regulations which do
not directly improve the academic
achievement? Or is education more like
the private business setting, where
regulations such as environmental pro-
tection measures are justified, not
because they necessarily improve the
quality of the final product, but
aa
ment or protect the public from
academically unprepared students.
\What interest, then, is being served by
the existence of such regulations? Do
they serve only to standardize the man-
ner of instruction? If so. is commitment
to educational pluralism one of form
only?
The amount of litigation relating to
nonpublic schools and the general in.
ability of courts and legislatures to rule
consistently in this area is illustrated
through the conflicting interpretations
regarding pluralism and religious ex-
pression in the following cases.
Nebrosko u. Faith Baptist
of Louisville
State Defeats Parents
in Right to Regulate Manner
of Instruction
Faith Baptist Church of Louisville,
Nebraska, began operating its Faith
Christian School on August 29, 1977.
Nebraska statutes require, among other
things, that every child between the
ages of 7 and 16 attend a school ap-
proved by the State Board of Educa-
tion, such approval being contingent
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lost in the trial court and won in the
Wisconsin and United States Supreme
Courts. The rationale for their case
included:
. Separation from the world is man-
dated for them by the Bible.
. Existence of the Amish religious
community depends upon the
right of parents to send their
children to schools where the
Amish ideals are taught.
. Eight years of academic instruc-
tion in the basic skil ls of reading,
mathematics, and English, fol-
lowed by several years of practical
training on farms, not 
- 
only
prepares young people tor a
livelihood but also makes them
responsible cit izens.
According to the Supreme Court,
deciding in favor of the Amish parents,
the Amish manner of education repre-
sents "almost 300 years of consistent
practice [with] strong evidence of a sus-
tained faith pervading and regulating
respondents' entire mode of l i fe." The
U.S. Supreme Court did not decide
another educational case regarding
constitutional free exercise of religion
for 11 years, but the Yoder court did
leave its famous threefold test as a guide
to resolution of future cases involving
free exercise of religion: (1) whether or
not the activity interfered with by the
state is motivated by and rooted in a
legitimate and sincerely held religious
belief; (2) whether or not the parties'
free exercise of religion has been
burdened by the regulation and the ex-
tent or impact on their religious prac-
tices; (3) whether or not the state has a
compelling interest in the regulation
which justifies the burden on free exer-
cise of religion. The pattern of litigation
since Yoder has been that the state con-
cedes the first test, the trial courts tend
to bend over backward to find a
burden under the second test. and the
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trial result hinges upon whether or not
the state has a compelling interest.
West Virginia u. Riddle
Parents Lose Right
to Educate Children at Home
The recent case of State v. Riddle
raised the issue of pluralism in home in-
struction, ln Riddte the West Virginia
Supreme Court upheld the truancy
convictions of parents who asserted a
free exercise right to teach their
children at home without state super-
visory control. Despite uncontroverted
evidence at the trial that the two
children had scored "average or above
on standardized achievement ests" the
\ilest Virginia Court delivered a sting-
ing rebuke to the parents in its
conclusion:
If we were to accept their
reasoning, our holding would
imply that parents have the right
to keep thei r  ch i ldren in
medieval  ignorance,  quar ter
them in Dickensian squalor
beyond  the  reach  o f  t he
ameliorating influences of the
social welfare agencies, and so to
separate their children from
organized society in an environ-
ment of indoctrination and
deprivation that the children
become mindless automatons in-
capable of coping with life out-
side of their own families.
What Do These Decisions Mean?
A comparison of the Yoder and
Nebraska cases reveals how courts tend
to respond inconsistently where the
educational manner differs from public
school standards: The Yoder Court
deciared that compulsory education
laws have two purposes.
(1) "to prepare cit izens to participate
effectively and intelligently in
our open polit ical system"
(2) to prepare "individuals to be self-
reliant and self-sufficient par-
ticipants in society"
The Yoder tests were not only
general but they were goal.oriented.
Contrarily, the Nebraska Supreme
Court's justification of its teacher cer-
tification requirement said "such a re-
quirement is neither arbitrary nor
unreasonable" and "the State has a
compelling interest in the quality and
ability of those who are to teach its
young people." What the Yoder Court
stated as general purposes has been
translated into a part icular method to
achieve those purposes. For a state
court to declare that i ts requirements
are compell ing simply because they are
Cou*, responil
inconsis tently where
the educational manner
differs from Fublic
school standards.
reasonable (as the Nebraska Court did)
begs the question. Is cert i f icat ion or
any other specif ic requirement the only
method to achieve the desired goal of
qual i ty? The Nebraska Court has re-
fused to accept comparative test ing as a
means o f  eva lua t ing  teach ing  ap-
proaches that vary from state regula-
t ions. Bl ind adherence to regulat ions
that control the manner of education,
such as teacher cert i f icat ion, has never
in i tself  assured instruct ional qual i ty.
I{ reasonable means that any state
regulation can be imposed over free ex-
ercise of rel igious expression-as long as
it meets the standard of reasonable-
ness-then i t  would seem that plural-
ism in the manner of education has
been subjected to the sufferance and
tolerance of state legislat ion and ad-
ministrative bodies.
Apparently, in the West Virginia
case, any plural ism in educational ap-
proaches outside of state supervision of
the manner of education amounrs ro a
journey through foreboding darkness.
Most importantly, the court in this case
saw far more significance in "the reach
of the ameliorating influence of the
social welfare agencies" than in
freedom of religious expression, paren-
tal r ights, or even the quali ty of
education.
Courts have consistently given
rel igious expression an expansive inter-
pretation in removing from the public
schools such practices as teaching crea-
tionism or providing for a moment of
si lent prayer. But similar expansive in-
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terpretation of religious expression has
not been given to nonpublic religious
schools regarding biblical beliefs as
reflected in their manner of education.
The Nebraska case with its almost
punitive remedies, only ten years after
Yoder, reflects an apparent misunder-
standing by the courts of what plural-
ism and free exercise of religious expres-
sion mean.
While courts are willing to preserve
the right of religious schools to exist as a
matter of free exercise of religion, they
are not as willing to protect the rights
of such schools to determine their man-
ner of education. Religious convictions
about religious education are not pro-
tectable against enforcement of state
regulations, such as teacher certifica-
tion, unless there is a specific religious
tenet against such regulations.
ln this process religious expession
has been narrowed to a set of specific
negative religious tenets. To define
religious expression expansively when
such expression occurs in the public
sector and to define it narrowly only in
terms of negative tenets when it occurs
in the private sector of education offers
a person with religious views on educa-
tion the worst of both possible worlds.
He is not only denied a forum in the
public sector for his views but his ex-
pression is restricted even within his
own private sector.
The matter of state regulations
regarding alternate forms of education
can never be satisfactorily resolved un-
til courts and legislatures come to grips
with a coherent and consistent defini-
tion of pluralism and free expression of
religion. The future of religious non-
public instruction in America depends
upon that resolution. Judicial tendency
to protect pluralism of form but limit
that protection to negative religious
tenets when the manner of education is
at issue may well gradually asphyxiate
educational diversity. In addition there
will be no compulsion upon state
educational agencies to define the
quality of education in clear and
measurable goals, thus allowing any
regulation to be interpreted as pro-
moting quality.
But, more importantly, this offers a
frightening answer to the question
posed by James Hitchcock at the begin-
ning of this article. Diversity in culture
and ideology and education has been
the lifeblood of American society. If
diversity in the manner of education of-
fered to students is to be significantly
restricted, our long-standing national
commitment to pluralism in education
has become only a hollow shell. !
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Pro-puppies, Pro-pcrrrots, but Not Pro-people
uman babies, as you know, are the most endangered
species of all in America these days. \Yith 1.5 million of
them being exterminated every year, I thought you
might like to know something about those species that are enjoying
the protection of law.
The Defense Department recently squelched a proposal to study
battlefield wounds by shooting dogs. The pro-dog crowd jumped
on the story and reversed the proposal within 24 hours after it ap-
peared in the Wasfungton Post. Now Defense Secretary Caspar V.
Weinberger has been asked to stop the Naw from killing wild goats
on an island in Southern California. The goats, it seems, have been
eating protected flora-including a flower, lndian paintbrush-and
generally making life difficult for two endangered birds and a night
lizard. Let's see now, we should be prodog, pro€oat, pro-flora, pro
endangered bird and pro-night lizard.
Next, the Kangaroo Protection Foundation (can you believe it?)
recently held a "save the kangaroo" rally in Lafayette Park, across
from the White House. The group wants the President to reimpose
a ban on kangaroo skins. Marian Newman, president of the
organization, says, "By opening up the United States market to the
cruel kangaroo killers of Auutralia, the Administration may be
responsible for consigning Australia's national symbol to
extinction."
Finally the leading medical magazine for America's baby doc-
tors has featured an article by an Awtralian so-called "ethicist," at-
tacking the Reagan Administration's "Baby Doe" regulations. The
arricle appears in the July issu e of. Pediatrirs, the offi cial journal of the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the same organization that went
to court to halt application of the original "Baby Doe" regulations
last March. The article, by Peter Singer, says the rule puts doctors in
the "absurd situation" of not being able to kill newborn babies
whose lives are "quite valueless." Singer may be bener known as the
author of a 1976 book, Animal Liberation, which attacked the
"tyranny of human over nonhuman animals." In his Pedrarncs arti-
cle, Singer writes: "lf we compare a severely defective human infant
with a nonhuman animal-a dog or pig, for example-we will often
find the nonhuman to have superior capacities, both acrual and
potential, for rationality, self-consciousness, cornnunication, and
anything else that can plausibly be considered morally significant."
His"commentary" article begins with a direct repudiation of the
"sanctiry of life" ethic which doctors have sworn to uphold. But he
says allowing abortions has now destroyed the "allegedly universal
sanctity of innocent human life."
So there you are, all you kangaroo, night lizard, bird, goat, dog,
and flower readers. You'll have full and normal lives. But for the
rest of you, you had better look out for your friendly neighborhood
executioner, masqueradinq as a doctor.
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hildren become what they have seen. Their eyes and
ears become the shapers oftheir character. Research
and life have proven that parents and other signifi-
cant adults influence child development in an irrevocable
way, especially in the areas of behavior, language, thought,
personality, and spiritual development. As Jesus spoke to His
disciples, parents in word and action speak to their children.
"For I have given you an example, that ye would do as I have
done to you" flohn 13:15).
Behavior
Children spend the years from infancy through
adolescence gradually moving away from family and toward
autonomy. This movement should be slow, subject to paren.
tal guidance, and welcomed by parents as a sign of good
development. Christian parents want their children to
become adults who will honor the Lord with their lives, but
too often they are willing to take on the challenge only when
the child enters adolescence.
Acceptable social behavior is learned early. Good
behavior is learned through parental modeling, playing and
interacting with age.mates in the neighborhood and at
school, and through controlled exposure to the spiritual en-
vironment of the local church.
Learning to behave is experiential. No amount of lectures
and lessons in proper living will replace living itself. Children
are benefited by exposure to a variety of activities with people
(family, friends, church, youth activities) and are likely to be
socially immature or even deviant if deprived of such ac-
tivities.
PIay is the work of children. Good growth and develop-
ment demand extensive play opportunities, mostly unstruc-
tured, but structured activities in school and at church are
valuable as well. These highly sructured activities supply the
frosting on the cake of behavioral development.
Children who attend church and Sunday school have the
advantage of being "churched" at an early age, socialized to a
church environment. Young children learn far more in
church by watching others than by listening to lessons. At.
taining the milestone of good social behavior is to be happy
and controlled in a variety of situations. The millstone of im-
proper social growth is to be uncomfortable and inexperienced
in all too many situations.
Language
Children around the world acquire the ability and learn
to use language in an orderly, predictable fashion. There are
many theories and differing opinions regarding the
mechanics of language acquisition, but its importance is not
debated.
A familiar phrase about learning says that thinking is talk-
ing to yourself and the quality of that conversation
David R. Miller is Associate Professor of
Psychology at Liberty Baptist College,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He holds a Ph.D. from the
University of South California.
demonstrates one's intelligence. In any case, children will
learn to speak and use language effectively by the time they
are ready for school. Language is learned at home, not at
school. The average child will use one-word sentences by age
one, two words by age two, and be well on his way to com-
plex speech by three or four.
Two factors appear to be most important in developing ac-
ceptable speech patterns in children. The first is modeling.
This is the term applied to parents in supplying the example
for the speech of their children. A language milestone is
reached when children are exposed to acceptable language
and begin to imitate. Children speak what they hear! Con-
versely, the millstone of unacceptable speech is fastened
around the child's neck when he often hears "We ain't goin',"
or "I axed the mechanic and he said he ain't never heard no
noise like that before." Speech patterns are learned at home
and will not be significantly changed by the schooll
But children hear many voices other than those of their
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parents. A child's exposure to language outside the home
should be controlled, in which case it can be a real advantage
for him. Listening to the language used at church and Sunday
school and when visiting in homes of Christian friends is an
important experience. The language expressions used in
prayer, preaching, teaching, and adult conversation among
Christians are usually excellent models for a child's speech.
Perhaps parents need a reminder that words represent am-
munition for children. As controlled exposure to Christian
speech is beneficial to children, so uncontrolled exposure to
television or movies will inevitably supply them with words
that may not be acceptable at home. Learning language
prepares a child to fight life's battles, but parents must be
careful that the vocabulary is of the right caliber.
Thinking
Scientists now seem to believe that the preponderance of
evidence points to the heritability of intelligence. Whether in-
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bom or acquired, the importance of one's thoughts is not
disputed, nor is the value of the family environment in foster-
ing the thinking ability open to debate.
Intelligence or thought defies solid definition (point to
your intelligence, show me some thought), but is generally
considered to be composed of at least vocabulary, reasoning
and logic, memory, information, and arithmetic. Many hold
that thinking is simply the ability to solve problems or adapt
to changing situations. In any case, thinking is something one
does. It is an act, a behavior. It happens internally but shows
externally. It is an ongoing process, ceasing only at death or
brain damage.
Perhaps more than any other area, thinking seems tied
closely to the growrh of a child. The ability to know that a
thing continues to exist even when out of sight, to remember
who Mommy is, to be able to put a box on top of a chair to
reach the cookie jar, to read and write, speak and listen, and
to grasp algebra and philosophy are thinking milestones.
These develop in normal children with encouragement, sup-
port, and a challenging parental attitude. But such skills die
on the vine when parents ignore the small accomplishments
and questions of children, or ridicule childish attempts to
understand. Millstones are carved for children by parents
who do not respect and understand the thoughts of their
children.
Personality
Personality is both inborn and learned. Personality in
babies is often referred to as "temperament," and experts
have identified at least nine areas of temperament or per-
sonality in infants and toddlers.
1. Activity level, as seen in hours awake, physical move-
ment, noisemaking, and attempts at play.
2. Regularity of eating, sleeping, and elimination. While
some babies seem born to a schedule, others resist for many
months.
3. Readiness to accept new people and situations. Babies
and toddlers are often classified as slow-to-wann.up, easy, dif.
ficult, shy, or outgoing.
4. Adaptability to change. Some children will have a tan.
trum and fuss when the family takes a trip, while others seem
not to notice the change.
5. Sensitivity to noise, light, and movement. Some
children as babies will awaken at the slightest noise or vibra.
tion, while others sleep through earthquakes.
6. Mood. Young children and even babies are easily
categorized as happy, quiet, cheerful, moody, ad infinitum.
7. Intensity of response. Vhen surprised by a jack-in-the-
box, some children quietly giggle while others crack the
plaster with shrieks of delight.
8. Distractibility. Great variability exists among children,
in what it takes to stop what they are doing. Some seem to
lose themselves in play, while others seem to notice
everything going on everywhere.
9. Persistence. \fhere one child will fail to fit a puzzle
piece, drop it, and go do something else, another will try it,
fail, then go get Dad's hammer to make it fit!
These qualities appear to be inbom rather than learned,
because they are apparent prior to the time when such learn-
ing is possible. Yet much of personality is learned, not in a
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classroom or a Dale Carnegie course on
"How to Win Friends and lnfluence
People," but at home through parental
modeling. An adult personality is the
result of a combination of inborn
temperament (minor) and imitated
behavior (major). Under relatively nor-
mal circumstances, children will reflect
their parents' personalities.
Personality milestones are reached
when a child demonstrates the best
qualities of both parents. Sharing, com'
passion, dependabilit!, r€V€r€DC€, €D-
thusiasm, love, helpfulness, generosity,
cheerfulness, and other useful qualities
represent milestones of adaptive
maturity.
Conversely,  the qual i t ies of
pessimism, discouragement, moodiness,
lack of persistence, griping and com-
plaining, suspicion, and selfishness are
acquired in exactly the same way, but
from different parents. Whether
milestones are reached or millstones are
put on, children leam by observing and
they demonstrate what they have
learned by imitating their parents.
A final comment on personality.
Most experts in psychology agree that
personality does not change. As we
grow we may be able to adapt to or get
around our shyness, for example, by
learning to speak in public. But the
shyness is unchanged. \07e may subvert
our pessimism by acting happy and en-
thusiastic, but it will be a constant bat-
tle. Nothing changes personality to any
significant degree. Both the milestones
and the millstones of personality will be
with a'child throughout life.
Spiritual Development
A major milestone of spiritual
development is acquiring the ability to
make Spirit-led decisions, to make the
choices God would make. Spiritual
development is built on the foundation
of parental love, as parents symbolize
God to the very young child.
The church environment is crucial
to  proper spi r i tua l  growth in
childhood. A milestone is reached
when children realize their parents are
going with them to church. Children
learn that parents (who know every-
thing) value time in God's house, and
even enjoy it.
On the other hand, parents who
send their children to church are by im-
plication telling them it's kid stuff.
"You kids need it but us grown-ups
dont." Thus, children learn that to
become adult is to stop attending
church-the millstone. The attitude
that church and God is for kids will
show itself during adolescence when
teenagers who badly want to be adults
will rebel against going to church. Even
for adults who know better, the
millstone of such a negative childhood
experience is heavy to bear.
Your l ife is your testimony.
Teaching spiritual truths by example at
home is critical to spiritual growth. If
the Lord is part of normal conversa-
tion, if sincere prayer at mealtime is of-
fered, if family Bible reading and devo-
tions that are natural and normal take
place, a milestone of valuing time with
the Lord will be attained. Children will
imitate the parents spiritually as well as
behaviorally. Doctrinal weakness, per-
sonal impulsiveness, or a negative at-
titude will accompany all growth a
child experiences. This milestone-or
millstone-is for both parents and
children because both will grow toward
the Lord or both will grow away. O
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Power of Prayr
continued from page 30
Fervency is absent from prayer, first,
because of a shallow experience with
God. When we do not walk and talk
with Him, when our hearts are full of
unbelief, when we pray without an-
ticipating answers, or only in a general
sense, fervency is missing. Secondly,
lack of fervency is caused by fear of be.
ing transparent with God. \7e need to
learn to pour out our hearts to God, to
express our deepest feelings, to
sometimes reason with Him using the
force of powerful logic.
Have you ever asked yourself quev
tions like, "Does it do any good to
pray? Isnt God sovereign, and hasn't
He decreed certain things?"
It makes sense that man could
change his mind as he gets more light
and information on any given subject.
\7ith experience often comes a different
view. There are also times when in-
stability of character causes man to
change. However, God never obtains
more information-He is omniscient.
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God never becomes more experienced.
He is alwavs consistent in character
and attributes. Scripture, however, does
speak of God changing His mind.
In Joel 2:12-14, the prophet urged
the people to turn back to God with all
their hearts and that God might repent
(change His mind) and return and bless
them. God's man held out hope that
God would change His mind regarding
His purpose of executing judgment. In
Nineveh God promised to destroy the
city in 40 days from the time Jonah
commenced to preach, but is said to
have "reoented of the evil. that He had
said that He would do to them." God,
in response to prayer, fasting, and
repentance, all the while remaining
consistent with His immutability,
assumes a changed position in respect
to a changed man (Jonah 3:5-10).
God can change His mind in
response to our prayers because He has
included the possibility of our prayers
in His plans. How many blessings are
lost because we do not pray! How many
unprayed prayers could make a dif-
ference-if only we would askl Yes,
prayer does make a difference. !
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ne day a small boy appeared
at a mission dispensary in
Kenya with a gaping wound
in his foot. He had been cutting grass
far out in the jungle, when somehow he
stepped into the path ofthe long, sharp
knife of a friend working with him. Part
of his heel was cut off. Vithout waiting
to tell anyone of the accident, the two
boys set out across country to find the
mission station where they had heard
that medical help'was available. Every
time the little foot touched the sandy
earth it left a faint trace of blood. The
journey was long and difficult but at
Iast they arrived.
After a time the boy's mother ap-
peared. The doctors were surprised that
she found the way. There were no well-
defined trails and she had never made
the trip before.
"How did you do it?" they asked.
The dear woman, overjoyed to be with
her child, replied, "Oh, it was easy. I
just followed the blood."
Perhaps this illustration symbolizes
how we come to Jesus. The path may
40
be rough and full of trials, but we need
not fear getting lost. All we have to do
is follow His footprints. They are easy
to find, for each one is stained with
blood.
'We 
should not be surprised, then,
to note the frequency with which the
blood is mentioned in the Bible-alto-
gether 460 times. If related terms are in-
cluded (altar, sacrifice, offering, etc.), I
doubt if there is a page of Scripture
without some allusion to the blood. lt is
the scarlet thread that weaves the
whole scope of divine revelation into
one harmonious witness to the gospel
of salvation.
So interwoven is the blood to God's
self-disclosure that when Christ returns
in His glory, He will be "clothed with a
vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The \Uord of God" (Rev.
19:13). The reference may underscore
His role in judgment, but it also accents
the focus of His saving mission on
earth. His Second Coming simply
brings into bold relief His work among
men at His first coming.
What was effected at Calvary was
prefigured in blood sacrifices through-
out the history of Israel. For several
millennia it was understood that a per-
son who came to God should bring
Him an offering of blood. An animal
was selected that had no physical
blemish, appropriately symbolizing a
blameless life. Laying hands upon its
head, the worshiper stated the reason
for the sacrifice, then he, or the priest,
cut the throat of the animal and the
blood was poured out on the altar.
Of course. the Old Testament sacri-
fices pictured that day when God
Himself would provide the ultimate
and final sacrifice on Calvary. Had
they effected lasting reconciliation for
the people, they would have ceased to
be offered. As it was. the ceremonial
public sacrifices had to be renewed day
after day, year after year. Even the in-
dividual offerings had to be repeated as
occasion demanded. God honored the
sacrifices of believing Jews, but only
because of the promised Saviour to
whom all the sacrifices pointed.
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Significantly, it was during the Pass-
over season, while the paschal lambs
were being offered in the temple, that
Jesus was led outside the city gate and
nailed to the tree. There hung the
bleeding body of the Son of God. He
was despised and rejected of men,
numbered with transgressors who hung
on either side. Only a few times did He
speak, then very briefly, His voice
almost lost amid the jeers of His
tormentors. As His breathing became
more labored, His body convulsing
with pain, at last He cried aloud, "lt is
finished" (John 19:30).
As He offered up His spirit to the
Father, suddenly the veil of the temple
was split from top to bottom, signifying
that the Atonement foreshadowed in
the Levitical offerings was completed.
The object lessons of worship were no
longer needed because the perfect offer-
ing had been made. Now anyone, by
faith in Christ's blood. mav come
directly into the holy presence of the
glory of God.
I recognize that the dimensions of
this subject are inexhaustible. Only
eternity can unfold the riches here. At-
tempting to view them all is like trying
to count the stars-the more we scan
the heavens, the stronger our telescope,
the more innumberable the stars ap-
pear. Limited though comprehension
mav be. this much is clear:
Supremely it is the blood of
Christ's vicarious death that gives
meaning to His life on earth. His
Incarnation was for the purpose of His
atoning sacrifice. His life from infancy
to maturity was certainly significant,
for He demonstrated in human per-
sonality the reality of His sinless
nature-a Lamb without spot or
blemish. By the same token the Resur-
rection, Ascension, and heavenly reign
of Christ have importance primarily
because of the triumph of the Saviour
when He died for our sins.
Christ's blood reveals the eter,
nal character of God. The Son was
slain in the heart of God before the
Robert E. Coleman is
Director of Vorld Mission
Euangelism at Trinity Euangelical
Diuinity School, Deerfield,
Illinots. He holds a Ph.D. from
the Uniuersity of lowa.
foundation of the world. What
transpired at the Cross was already an
accomplished fact in the determinate
counsel of God. It is God's nature so to
love. The blood simply made known in
time His perfection. If we want to know
what God is like, let us look at Calvary
and see the clear revelation of His
heart.
Shed blood proves that God
cannot trifle with sin. His holiness
requires that anything unclean must
die. Justice permits no exception.
Christ, though blameless, identified
Himself with us, and so bore our judg-
ment. If there had been any other way
to obtain our salvation, we may be sure
that God would have chosen it. But
there is no other way.
The blood of Christ finally,
completely, and forever answers
the problem of perishing man.
Jesus accepted in His body the penalty
of our sin. He paid it all. Ve may seek a
theological explanation for it, but the
fact remains: it happened. His act of
love broke the bondage of death and
hell. A perfect atonement was made for
the human race. To every believing
heart, His blood now offers salvation
full and free.
By the blood we are brought to
a crisis of decision. We cannot be
neutral before the Cross. Beholding the
bleeding Lamb of Cod, every man must
honestly face the question, Why? The
blood demands an answer. Upon the
verdict hangs the destiny of our immor-
tal soul.
We must witness to the blood
through our lives. To accept its
benefits brings us under its commis-
sion. As Jesus gave His blood to seal the
gospel, so He sends us forth to proclaim
it to the whole world. In this ministry
we have a new purpose for living.
Whatever we do, we are messengers of
good news,
The gospel of the blood will
always be an offense to this world.
Sometimes it may invoke hostility. Of
course, some reacr out of ignorance of
its meaning, and really do not intend to
reject its truth. The blood says human
achievement is vanity. Those who are
infatuated with a sense of their own
goodness naturally will look upon the
blood as a stumbling block. Others
who view religion only in terms of
beautiful ideals divorced from the
realities of life will regard the Cross as
foolishness. Proud man resents the
testimony of the blood against human
sufficiency!
Those who have come to the
end of all human resources will
hear of Christ's blood with tears of
thanksgiving and shouts of joy. It is
the witness of divine grace. Vhen our
hearts are broken and mercv is our only
hope, then the blood of Christ is seen
as the wisdom and the power and the
glory of God.
There is a legend of a rich man seek-
ing entry into heaven. As he stood at
the gate, an angel asked him to give the
password. The finely dressed gentleman
replied, "l have contributed generously
to the church. My moralily is beyond
dispute. Everywhere I am respected
among men. Surely I have earned a
place in heaven."
But the angel answered, "That is
not the password. You cannot enter."
As the famous benefactor was turned
away, another man of distinguished ap-
pearance knocked on heaven's door.
Challenged by the angel to give the
password, he replied, "l have served the
Lord as a minister of the cloth. I have
performed great works of righteousness
in His name. Renowned institutions
have honored me with their highest
degrees. I deserve heaven's favor."
But the angel answered, "That is
not the password. You do not know
the King."
No sooner was the man cast out
than an old woman approached the
gate, her body bowed from many years
of toil. There was a twinkle in her eye
and a shine on her face. Asked by the
angel to give the password, she lifted up
her hands and started to sing:
The blood, the blood, is all my plea.
Hallelujah! It cleanseth mel
Hallelujah! It cleanseth mel
Immediately the gates of pearl
swung open, and as the dear spirit
entered into the celestial citv. the
choirs of heaven joined in singing her
song.
The theology of this old story may
be oversimplif ied, but the point cannot
be missed. \7hen all is said. our onlv
claim to heaven is the blood of ]esus
Christ.
Adapted from Coleman's book \X/riren in Blood.
o
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An Interview
with Gecil Hodges
Questions and Answers
Dt. Cecil Hoilges began the Bible Ba4tist Church in fuvannah, Georgia, k 1955 anil now aueruges 1,500 in atten
ilance with $20,000 a week incorne. The church hos cssets of over $5 million and is recognixeil as one of the leading
chwches in Fmdamentalism.Its Bible Baptist Christinn School hw 700 stuilents, Dr. Hodgeshw been vice president
of the Baptist Bible Fellowship and presiilent of Ba4tist University of America.
3 Ho* did you come to know Jesus Christ, and how did
your conversion experience influence your ministry today?
Ai f came to know Christ in 1953, after my wife accepted
Him. My experiences with church in rural Virginia led me to
conclude that I wanted nothing to do with it. It seemed a
total waste of time. Because of my wife's testimony, I felt in-
creasing pressure to accept Christ. I decided to join the
church just to make peace with her. That morning, Dr.
George Hodges (no relation), pastor of Beaver Street Baptist
Church, Jacksonville, Florida, preached on "When I See the
Blood, I Will Pass over You." Instead of joining the church I
accepted Christ as I walked down the aisle. That preacher's
church was the second largest in the nation at that time. He
impressed on me the need to build an aggressive, soulwinning
church.
! V/", ,h.r. anything in your decision that determined
your ministry to this day?
A: I was born very poor. My whole drive in life was to
make a fortune, and I transferred that drive to my Christian
faith. From the beginning I went on visitation Monday nights
and to \ilednesday night services. Within three months after I
was saved, I was holding cottage prayer meetings three and
four times a week and preaching on the sfteet corner. I've
never lost the zeal that I received the Sundav I accepted
Christ.
Q: How did God call you into full-time Christian service?
A  o F ,Ao The morning I got saved I felt I wanted to preach, but
about three months later I made an "official" surrender. A
group of young men in the church had a jail ministry and
often met together for Bible study. I learned commitment
from those young men whom God used to prepare my heart
to surrender to the ministrv.
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Q: How were you called to the Bible
Baptist Church in Savannah?
Ai r had previously preached a
week of meetings for another church in
Savannah and knew of the Bible Bap-
tist Church. For several months I'd
been praying that God would lead me
to a city large enough to begin a church
and invest the rest of my life. Preston
Brown, still a member in the church,
called me one night about midnight
and asked, "\fould you like to be the
pastor of Bible Baptist Church?" I said
no but promised to speak one Sunday.
After I did so the congregation met and
extended a call. I accepted because I felt
God leading me to do it.
Q, tell me abour the building when
you came.
A!rn. church had a concrete
block building on a 60- by-90-foot lot in
the middle of a block. The run-down
building had been an old coffee house
with dumped coffee grounds still out
behind it. We put up a plywood build-
ing with a sawdust floor. It had a roof
but no ceiling or windows. One hot
summer day the temperature rose to
120 degrees and I passed out while
preaching.
A.
\! 'Some say that the Bible Baptist
Church today has one of the most
beautiful church buildings and cam-
puses in America. Tell us how the
dream became reality.
A! f wanted to do two things when
we finally located property for a move
from the first location. I wanted to
build beautiful buildings, because
Savannah is a beautiful city. I knew
that to attract all classes of people I
needed buildings where all types of peo-
ple could feel comfortable. Secondly, I
wanted a program that would reach all
the people in Savannah. An architect in
Atlanta told me, "I've always dreamed
of designing one church." (As far as I
know, ours is the only church he has
designed.) He designed the exterior us-
ing German crosses and other sym-
bolism. There was a big cross in front,
and people came in under the cross;
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that's the only way they could get in.
Since then we have gone through four
building programs.
(1.
\!. \fhen you came to this new
location, you expanded the bus
ministry. Describe why you began us-
ing buses and why you left them.
A! r had a great desire to reach peo-
ple, and the bus ministry appeared to
be the most efficient and fastest way
that a young church could do that.
Our bus ministry was successful, but
with change in our communities it
ultimately became a hindrance rather
than a help. We decided to retire the
buses in Mav 1983.
(1.
\!'How did buses hinder your
ministry?
A: rn. kids we were reaching in the
bus ministry hindered us from reaching
other types of families. We had prob-
lems putting kids from public schools
into classes with kids from Christian
schools.
dav
says
I Really, we are not dropping Sun-
school. The Great Commission
we are to teach, and that's what
Sunday school is supposed to do.
However, beginning last January I in.
vestigated every aspect of our church
and discovered our kids were not learn-
ing in Sunday school; neither were the
adults to the extent they really should
learn. People seemed to attend out of
duty rather than an eagerness to learn.
So we searched for the most effective
teaching programs we could find. We
discovered that Awana provided the
most effective program for exciting kids
about learning the \ilord of God.
Awana had never been held on a Sun-
day morning, but we are going to use
that plan from 9:45 to 1l:00 and come
back for the awards and games at 5:00
in the afternoon. Our staff has put a lot
of work into this. At first the Awana
people told us it would not work, but
we asked them to give us a chance. \ile
have spent many hours in planning
and we believe it's going to be extreme-
Iy productive, We will have a standard
Sunday school for any who do not
want to be involved in Awana. It will
be upgraded from the regular Sunday
,1. 
school program.
\!.Are you saying the Christia. A.
school hastened the demise of the bus Y.Wh.r, you say upgra.ded, o you
ministry? mean makins it like a Christian school
curriculum?
A:ao, I wouldn't put it that way. 
tT
Christianschoolkids'knowledgeof the AlNo, it wil l be more practical
Bible is totally different from thatof the than that curriculum. \fe wani to keep
public school child. \ile- realized that the kids from treating the Bible as
the "bus kids" needed a separate another textbook. That's what has
ministry to evangelize and_teach them. happened in some Christian schools.
We could not provide separate \(le will try to involve the child more in
facilities. the learning process. \7e will have a
merit system with awards for the
(^} 
. 
studerrtsi efforts, to make them account-
\! o \(/hat are you doing now for the able for learning.
bus kids?
A:*. have whole new prosram, Q,' l?t1,3*", 'wrote a book called
this fall to establish Bible cLub's in-;;;- The lericln WaII that descibes the prob-
munities where we had a bus rninir,.y. lems between the Christian school and
From these Bible clubs r. *".r, ,o the youth program' How are you solv'
reach into the homes. ing these problems?
(^1. A;*. bought about two dozen
\!'You said Bible Baptist Church is copies of that book and gave it to our
dropping Sunday school; that's contro- people because the problems definitely
versial. Please explain what you are exist. \ile experienced these problems
doing. with our bus ministry. \ile had three
ZI..J
totally different groups of young
people-bus kids, kids in our church
going to public school, and kids from
Chr is t ian schools wi th a vast
background in Bible. They have little
to do with each other, because they
have little in common.
If a high school student plays foot-
ball, his life is pretty well going to be
dominated by football throughout the
season. Our youth department will
recognize that fact. And then the
schoo l  ( i nc lud ing  foo tba l l )  w i l l
acknowledge that there are certain
times that the church will dominate the
lives of the students. But when the
youth has ended football, the youth
department will seek to involve him.
\7e have a new program to interre-
late our senior citizens with the youth.
'When this city needs volunteers, we
want to tap the resources of both
departments and be there first-
whether in the hospital, the nursing
home, or whatever. We are going to
give them opportunities to serve and
put into practice what they have
learned.
'Another ministry you have had
is in Christian higher education. As a
co-founder of Baptist University of
America and a member of the board for
ten years and its presi{ent for six,
where do you see Christian higher
education going?
Alff you are talking about Bible
colleges, I think they are doing well. If
you are talking about liberal arts col-
leges among Fundamentalists, I think
they are doing quite poorly. Not many
Christian colleges are offering the
various degrees that young people are
seeking. Until we do, our youth will
continue going to state schools. Fun-
damentalist colleges like Liberty and
Pensacola re beginning to make strides
and I support them,
A.
\! r What do you see in the future
for Fundamentalism?
A!r think Fundamentalism is the
foundation of the country and I think
it's the preservation of the nation.
\7hi1e Fundamentalists have never
been known to be peaceful with each
AA
other, they are able to unite at crucial
times and do battle against whatever
foes there are. But when the foes are
subdued, they are usually turned in-
ward again.
. Do you see more unity among
Fundamentalists in the future?
Al Y"r. lVe mav have radical Fun-
damentalists who will fight the Fun-
damentalists, but by and large, the
Fundamentalists of the future will stick
close together. I support Baptist Fun-
damentalism '84 and feel it will make a
statement to America that we are a
movement that has strength and unity.
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS
GITIT FOR YOUR CHILD . . .
(or grandchild, nephew, niece or friend)
Written by Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Moore, this 4 volume set of
the Moore-McGuffey Readers consists of God-centered sto-
ries with a wholesome and moralistic style. McGuffey's
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Martin luther:
A lone Relormer
by C. George Fry
obert Southey, English poet, wrote: "Blessed be the
day of Martin Luther's birth. It should be a festival
second only to that of the nativity of Jesus Christ."
Southey's sentiments are popular this year, for it marks
the 500th anniversary ofthe birth of"the father ofProtestant.
ism." Luther, the man, his ministry, and the effects of his
work on all of Christendom have placed him in international
high regard.
The Man
Anglican scholar James Atkinson observed that "Luther's
main concern was to preach Christ." That mission was not
evident at his birth. Martin Luther was born November 10,
1483, into relative obscurity in the East German village of
Eisleben. His parents, Hans and Margaret Luther, were poor
but ambitious citizens of the Province of Saxony. Devout
Catholics, they had their child baptized within hours and
named in honor of the patron saint Martin of Tours. With
dark b,rown eyes and hair, Luther was said to resemble his
mother more than his father. Raised according to their strict
standards, Luther recalled that once he was "flogged so
severely" by his father that "he ran away from him and bore
him a grudge for it." !U7hen, years later, llther hirnself
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became a father, he urged'kindness, not
harshness, as the preferred way to train
children.
"My father," Llther remembered,
"was a poor miner; my mother carried
in all the wood upon her back." Pov-
erty and a family of at least seven
children prompted Hans llther to
move to Mansfeld. Bv 15ll he was
part-owner of several mining shafts and
two foundries. He became able to con-
sider the education of his eldest son,
and in March 1488 little Martin went
to a local grammar school. From his
eight years there, he retained three
loves: Latin, music, and religion. By
1496 Martin was sent to the famed
Episcopal School at Magdeburg, but
apparently a lack of funds caused his
tranfer to secondary school at
Eisenach, where he could board with
relatives. A "crumb-seeker," the boy
and other scholars literally "sang for
their supper" in the city streets.
In the spring of 1501 Luther
matriculated at the University of
Erfurt, an institution of over 2,000
students, in one of Renaissance Ger-
many's largest cities, with 20,000 in-
habitants. Though Luther lived at St.
George's Bursa (student hostel), known
as "the Beer Bag," he led an exemplary
life, attended daily prayers, completed
the triuium (grammar, logic, and
rhetoric) and the quadriuium (music,
astronomy, arithmetic, and geometry),
and graduated with his bachelor's
Tn, tnore he searcheil
his own heart, the
morc aware he became
of the sin that
separated him from thegrace of Goil,
degree in 18 months. Three years later
Luther completed a master's degree,
ranking second of l7 students.
In the spring of 1505 Luther was
ready to enter law school. His parents
were pleased, selected a ffancee for him,
purchased the er<pensive legal texts,
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and anticipated his entering the ruling
class of a German state. In the summer
of that year, Luther shocked them
when he announced he would enter
the Augustinian monastery in Erfurt to
seek "evangelical perfection." His
reason is debatable; possibly it was a
narrow escape during a thunderstorm
in the Thuringian forest. Such an ex-
perience doubtless caused Luther to
sense he was a sinner, that God is
righteous, and that this life is a time of
testing for eternity in either heaven or
hell. Like the Philippian jailer, he
asked "'What must I do to be saved?"
(Acts 16:30).
The Monk
At the monastery, Luther was
assured he could merit salvation by
keeping the Great Commandment of
Christ, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with allthy
soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour
as thyself' (Luke 10:2?). Luther was
told, "This do, and thou shalt live"
(Luke 10:28). To facilitate the process,
the medieval church had formulated
three "ways of perfection."
The way of the mind, or the in-
tellectual love of God. Luther pursued
scholarship, earning his Baccahureus
Biblial's (the modern-day bachelor of
divinity) in 1509 and his doctor of
theology from Wittenberg University
in 1512. As he sensed the sovereignty
of God and became aware of His
demands for righteousness, Luther
feared as never before.
The way of the will, or the voli-
tional love of God. Luther performed
the prescribed good works. He par-
ticipated in the sacraments-especially
the Lord's Supper, confession, and (in
150?) ordination. Concurrently he
took his final vows as a monk, made a
pilgrimage to Rome in 1510, fasted, and
invoked the saints in frequent prayer.
Still he felt that he was not righteous
enough to merit the favor of God.
The way of the heart, or the in-
tuitional love of God. Through the
study of the mystics Luther learned
that he was "to cast himself totallv and
freely upon God." Luther tried to "let
go and become lost in Christ." The
more . he searched his own heart,
however. the more aware he became of
the sin that separated him from the
grace of God.
Concerned for Luther's physical
and spiritual health, his superiors in
the monastery tried to distract him
from his "quest for salvation." Father
Luther was assigned to teach at the
newly-founded University of \fit-
tenberg. Vith a population of 2,000,
\Tittenberg was "a poor, unsightly
town with small, old, ugly, squat
seemed to me w
,,L
if I were born onew
and that I had entered
into the open gates
of Paradise."
wooden houses." The university (300
students) had been founded in 1502 bv
Frederick the \ilise, ruler of Saxony.
Frederick had filled \Tittenberg with
some 5,000 relics, including fragments
of Christ's Cross, straw and hay from
the manger of Baby Jesus, milk from
the virgin Mary, and a piece of the burn.
ing bush of Moses. Under such condi-
tions Luther begaq to lecture on the
Bible.
The Message
He was required to lecture on a
number of biblical books, including
Psalms, Galatians, and Romans, and
found Paul's writings both puzzling and
promising. The concept of "the
righteousness of God" was especially
fascinating. \Vhile exegeting the Greek
text of this Romans passage, Luther
came to his "Reformation con-
sciousness."
For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.
For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just
shall l ive by faith (Rom. 1:16.17).
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Initially that text "only made his
heart grow heavier and the darkness
deeper." Luther thought that 'ithe
gospel too is only a revelation of the
punitive righteousness of God, only a
means of further torturing and torment-
ing men who are already burdened
with original sin." For some time
Luther "raged with a wounded and
confused spirit, and beat importunately
on that passage." At a date still
unknown, Luther had a "tower ex.
perience." He discovered that Paul was
speaking about the forgiving love of
God, not His righteous anger. Then
Luther marveled, for Paul is describing
"the forgiving righteousness of God by
which in his mercy he makes us just."
In that instant, Luther said, "lt seemed
to me as if I were born anew and that I
had entered into the open gates of
Paradise."
With a joyous spirit and a personal
and saving relationship with Christ,
Luther began to formulate his message.
These "classic Protestant principles"
were four in number:
1. The sufficiency of Christ's sacri-
fice for sin makes possible salvation by
grace alone (SoIa gratia), For Luther
"Every work of the Bible peals the
name of Christ" because Jesus has
made perfect atonement for our sin on
the Cross. His righteousness is imputed
to us. That is pure grace (God's
Righteousness at Christ's Expense).
2. The opportunity for personal ap-
propriation ofthat grace by faith alone
($Ia fide) follows. Faith is wrought in
us by the Holy Spirit working through
the "means of grace" (Scripture, bap-
tism, the Lord's Supper). Such faith is
not simply intellectual assent to the
truth, but personal trust in Jesus as "my
Lord and my Saviour."
3. The supremacy of the Bible in
determining matters of dogma was a
necessary corollary. "The whole ofScrip-
ture deals with Christ," and apart from
the written Word we have no primary
source for information about our
C. George Fry is
Chairman of the Depart.
ment of Social Studies,
Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne,
Indiana.
Saviour. God also has promised to work
through His \Vord to create faith in those
who hear. It is an efficacious'Word, for as
Luther wrote of his ministry: "I simply
taught, preached, wrote God's lVord:
otherwise I did nothing....The Word
did it all." That was possible because the
Bible is "the cradle in which we find
Christ." For Luther the cry was "the
Word alone" (Sola scriptwa).
4. The community of Christians is
not a hierarchy, but a fraternity, in
which all are priests. Justified by grace
received through faith, matured and
nurtured by the Word, every Christian
is able to approach God in prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving (the sacrificial
work of the priest). Each believer may
also represent Cod to the world in
work and witness (the sacramental
function of the priest).
( (Iri*ply 
taught,
preoched, wrcte God's
Word: otherwise I dtd
nothing...,The Word
did it oll."
By 1517 Luther had formulated
these "Reformation doctrines" and was
teaching them to his students.
The Movement
Luther's discovery of the gospel
brought about the Reformation. It
stemmed from the sale of indulgences
in the \festem church. Attached to the
sacrament of penance, one indulgence
remitted the temporal and eternal
penalty of sin. Permitted by Pope Leo X
and  pedd led  i n  Germany  by
Dominican friar John Tetzel, these in.
dulgences provoked Luther's ire and
caused him to post 95 Theses in protest
on the church door in l7ittenberg.
This incident touched offthe Reforma-
tion, which dates from that day, Oc-
tober  31,  1517.
Between 1517 and his final excom-
munication in 1521, Luther er<perienced
many strange and wonderful things.
Regarding the world as God's crea-
tion, Luther encouraged his followers
to "live Christ-centered lives in the
world." In 1525 Luther married a
former nun, Katherine von Bora, and
became the father of six children.
Lutherans believe that the "natural
orders" of the family, state, work,
education, and recreation are the
"arenas" in which we are to fulfill our
discipleship. To the man of faith, God
has said "all things are yours"
(1 Cor.  3:21) .
M i l l i ons  t h roughou t  Eu rope
responded to his preaching. Albrecht
Durer, noted artist, spoke for them
when, fearing that Luther had perished
following the Diet of Worms, he wrote:
"Th i s  God- insp i red  man ,  who
delivered us from great terrors, is
dead." Continuing, Durer petitioned,
"O God, if Luther be dead, who will ex-
pound the holy gospel so clearly to us
henceforth?" Luther, fortunately, had
not perished and he lived for a quarter-
century more, sufficient time to build
the foundations of Reformation
Protestantism,
From Luther's excommunication
until his death in 1546, his movement
spread throughout Europe. Soon Scan-
dinavia, the Baltic region, and most of
Germany had become "evangelical" or
ttlutheran." Luther's hope, however,
that his reforms would be accepted by
the entire church were dashed. To the
Reformer's deep and lasting horror, his
followers left the Roman communion.
Further grief was caused by divisions
within the Protestant ranks, as four
d i s t i n c t  e v a n g e l i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s
developed: the Anglican (in England),
the Reformed (from the Swiss Reforma-
tion headed by Ulrich Zwingli and
John Calvin), the Free churches (the
so-called Anabaptists and "Radical
Reformers"), and the Lutheran com-
munities.
Today Lutherans minister in many
countries and on every continent.
Their four largest concentrations are in
Germany, Scandinavia, Black Africa,
and North America.
It seems that if we are to best honor
Luther's memory we should continue
to share that gospel with the world and
do so as persuasively and graciously as
possible. D
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Reuionl
continued from Page 24
waiting to be baptized next Sun-
day. If evangelism is the by-
product of revival, it only reveals
the depth and degree of God's
work among us.
Reasons for the Lack of Revival
Preaching. The major human reason
for lack of revival is twofold. First,
Christians have failed to obey God's
\7ord. \fhen Christians have put away
unconfessed sin and doubtful habits,
and obeyed the Spirit promptly and
confessed Christ publicly, then God at
His good pleasure will send a great
revival. Such was the \felsh Revival
with Evan Roberts, and such have been
the great revivals throughout church
history.
Secondly, Christians have failed to
meet conditions for revival because of
lack of genuine, powerful, revival
preaching. Church services have turned
into a ('spectator sport," with Chris-
tians "peeking" to see what terrible sin-
ner will approach the altar to repent!
Preaching has not bored deeply enough
into hearts because it either lacks truth
or the Spirit-led, authoritative applica-
tion of the truth. The congregation
concludes, "This message is not for
me." Thus, in recent years, we have not
experienced the kind of revival that
shakes and breaks and awakens the
church, surging it forward with renewed
vigor and zealous growth. May God
grant that we may soon see a revival in
both the pulpit and the pew, so that
God may once again be glorified in His
church! D
Adapted from a paper presented at the Oxford Conference on
Research and Revival ,  July 19, 1981.
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THUNDflP IN THfl PULPIT
slnwed the
centuries."
LJ
The title of this sermon in its
original printed form read,s: " A
Sermon by Dr. Martin Luther
on his way to His Imperial Ma-
jesty at Worms, preached at
Erfurt at the request of eminent
and very learned men without
prettious preparation or special
study, owing to the shortness of
t ime. . . . "  The Gospel  for  dv
day, Quasimodo Geniti, was
John 20:19-31, but Luther
limited his sermon to the t'irst
two ueTses.
On his w(tJ to Worms
Luther was received with great
enthusiasm in Erfurt; the
church of the Augustinians
where he preached could not
contain the tremendous crowd
that gathered to hear him. The
sermon emphasiTes the core of
Christianity: faith in Christ on
the foundation of tlv \X/ord of
God, and contains sharp stric-
tures upon Rome, philosophl, and pulpit "fables." Eoban Hess,
professor at the uniuersity, declared that, "b1 the power of his
mouth hearts were meked like snow b1 the breath of spring as he
wdy to heaq.,en's goods which had been closed for
ear friends, I shall pass over the story of St.
Thomas this time and leave it for another occa.
sion, and instead consider the brief words uttered
by Christ: "Peace be unto you" (John Z0:19) and "Behold my
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side"
flohn 20:27), and "as my Father hath sent me, even so I send
you" (John 20:21). Now, it is clear and manifest that every
person likes to think that he will be saved and attain ro eter-
nal salvation.
You also know that all philosophers, doctors, and writers
have studiously endeavored to teach and write what attitude
man should take to piety. They have gone to great trouble,
but as is evident, to little avail. Now genuine and true piety
consists of two kinds of works: those done for others, which
are the right kind, and those done for ourselves, which are
unimportant. In order to find a foundation, one man builds
churches; another goes on a pilgrimage to Saint James's or
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Saint Peter's; a third fasts or
prays, wears a cowl, goes
barefoot or does something
else of the kind. Such works
are nothing whatever and
must be completely destroyed
Mark these words: none of
our works have any power
whatsoever. For God has
chosen a Man, the Lord
Christ Jesus, to crush death,
destroy sin, and shatter hell,
since there was no one before
He came who did not in-
evitably belong to the Devil.
The Devil therefore thought
he would get a hold upon the
Lord when He hung between
two thieves and was suffering
the most contemptible and
disgraceful of deaths, which
was cursed both by God and
by men (cf. Deut. 21:23;Cal.
3:13). But the Godhead was
so strong that death, sin, and
even hell were destroyed.
Therefore you should note,well the words which Paul
writes to the Romans (Rom. 5:12-21). Our sins have their
source in Adam, and because Adam ate the apple, we have
inherited sin from him. But Christ has shattered death for
our sake, in order that we might be saved by His works,
which are alien to us, and not by our works.
l-lut the papal dominion treats us altogether differently. It
makes rules about fasting, praying, and butter-eating, so that
whoever keeps the commandments of the pope will be saved
and whoever does not keep them belongs to the Devil. It thus
seduces the people with the delusion that goodness and salva-
tion lie in their own works. But I say that none of the saints,
no matter how holy they were, attained salvation by their
works. Even the holy mother of God did not become good,
was not saved, by her virginity or her motherhood, but
rather by the will of faith and the works of God, and not by
her purity, or her own works. Therefore, mark me well: this is
the reason why salvation does not lie in our own works, no
matter what they are; it cannot and will not be effected
without faith.
Now, someone may say: Look, my friend, you are saying a
lot about faith, and claiming that our salvation depends
solely upon itl now, I ask you, how does one come to faith? I
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will tell you. Our Lord'Christ said,
"Peace be unto you. Behold my hands"
Qohn 20:26-27). In other words, He is
saying: Look, man, I am the only one
who has taken away your sins and
redeemed you; now be at peace. Just as
you inherited sin from Adam-not that
vou committed it. for I did not eat the
apple, any more than you did, and yet
this is how we came to be in sin-so we
have not suffered (as Christ did), and
therefore we were made free from death
and sin by God's work, not by our
works. Therefore God says: Behold,
man, I am your redemption (cf. Isa.
43:3); just as Paul said to the Corin-
thians: Christ is our justif ication,
redemption, and so forth (1 Cor. 1:30).
Christ is our redemption, as Paul says
in this passage.
Therefore, I say again: Alien works,
these make us good! Our Lord Christ
says: I am your justification. I have
destroyed the sins you have upon you.
Therefore only believe in Me; believe
that I am He who has done this; then
you will be justified. For it is written,
Justicia est fides, righteousness is iden-
tical with faith and comes through
faith. Therefore, if we want to have
faith, we should believe the gospel. It is
the greatest evil in the world to lead the
people to believe that outward works
can save or make a man qood.
.Ca.t this time the world is so full of
wickedness that it is overflowing, and is
therefore now under a terrible judg-
ment and punishment, which God has
inflicted, so that the people are pervert-
ing and deceiving themselves in their
own minds. For to build churches, and
to fast and pray and so on has the ap-
pearance of good works, but in our
heads we are deluding ourselves. We
should not give way to greed, desire for
temporal honor, and other vices and
rather be helpful to our poor neighbor.
Then God will arise in us and we in
Him, and this means a New Birth.
\il/hat does it matter if we commit a
fresh sin? If we do not immediately
despair ,  but  rather  say wi th in
ourselves, "O God, Thou livest still!
Christ my Lord is the destroyer of sin,"
then at once the sin is gone. And also
the wise man says: "Septies in die cadit
iustus et resurgit." "A just man falleth
seven times, and riseth up again" (Prov.
24:16).
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The reason why the world is so ut-
terly perverted and in error is that for a
long time there have been no genuine
preachers. There are perhaps three
thousand priests, among whom one
cannot find four good ones-God have
mercy on us in this crying shame! And
when you do get a good preacher, he
runs through the gospel superficially
and then follows it up with a fable, or
he mixes in something of the pagan
teachers who are all quite contrary to
the gospel, and also contrary to God,
for they did not have the knowledge of
the l ight which we possess. Aye, if you
come to me and say: The philosopher
says: Do many good works, then you
will acquire the habit, and finally you
will become godly, then I say to you:
Do not perform good works in order to
become godly, but if you are already
godly, then do good works, though
without affection and with faith. There
you see how contrary these two points
of view are.
In former times the Devil made
great attacks upon the people and from
these attacks they took refuge in faith
and clung to the Head, which is Christ;
and so he was unable to accomplish
anything. So now he has invented
another device; he whispers into the
ears of our Junkers that they should
make exactions from people and give
them laws. This way it looks well on
the outside; but inside it is full of
poison. So the young children grow up
in a delusion; they go to church think-
ing that salvation consists in praying,
fasting, and attending mass. Thus it is
the preachers' fault. But still there
would be no need, if only we had right
preachers.
The Lord said three times to St.
Peter: "Petre, amas me? Pasce oues meas"
flohn 21:15-17). "Peter, feed, feed, feed
my sheep." What is the meaning of
pascere! It means to feed. How should
one feed the sheep? Only by preaching
the \Vord of God, only by preaching
faith. Then our Junkers come along
and say: Pascere means leges dare, to
enact laws, but with deception. Yes,
they are well fedl They feed the sheep
as the butchers do on Easter eve. I
know very well that you don't like to
hear this. Nevertheless, I will tell the
truth, I must tell the truth, even
though it cost me my neck twenty
times over, that the verdict may not be
pronounced against me (i.e., at the last
judgment). I will tell the truth and musr
tell the truth; that's why I 'm standing
here, and not taking any money for it
either. Therefore, we should not build
upon human law or works, but rather
have true faith in the One who is the
destrover of sinl then we shall find
ourselves growing in Him. Then
everything that was bitter before is
sweet. Then our hearts will recognize
God. And when that happens we shall
be despised, and we shall pay no regard
to human law. But then we shall be so
united with God that we shall pay no
heed whatsoever to any hardship, ban,
or law.
-r.
I hen someone may go on and ask:
Should we not keep the man-made laws
at all? Or, can we not continue to pray,
fast, and so on, as long as the right way
is present? My answer is that if there is
present a right Christian love and faith,
then everything a man does is
meritorious; and each may do what he
wills (cf. Rom. 14:27-23), so long as he
has no regard for works, since they can-
not save him.
ln conclusion, then, every single
person should reflect and remember
that we cannot help ourselves, but only
God, and also that our works are utterly
worthless. So shall we have the peace of
God. And every person should so per-
form his work that it benefits not only
himself alone, but also another, his
neighbor. If he is rich, his wealth
should benefit the poor. If he is poor,
his service should benefit the rich.
'When persons are servants or maidser-
vants, their work should benefit their
master. Thus no one's work should
benefit him alone; for when you note
that you are serving only your own ad-
vantage, then your service is false. I am
not troubled; I know very well what
man-made laws are.
Therefore, dear friends, remember
that God has risen up for our sakes.
Therefore let us also arise to be helpful
to the weak in faith, and so direct our
work that God may be pleased with it.
So shall we receive the peace He has
given to us today. May God grant us
this every day. Amen. D
Adapted from Luther's l(orks, Fortress Press, Philadelphia. Used
bv oermission.
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Legacy of
luther
b1 Robert D. Brinsmead
he Protestant understanding
of the New Testament in gen-
eral and of Paul in oarticular
is colored by Luther. His experience is
legendary. For years he struggled to
become right with God through per-
sonal piety and asceticism, but he
found no assurance of acceptance.
\fhen he reached the point of despair,
he discovered (or had discovered to
him) from Paul that justification before
God came as a gift through faith alone
in Christ and had nothing to do with
his own achievement before the Law.
Luther's rediscovery of Paul's doc-
trine of justification by faith alone,
apart from the Law (Rom. 3:28), gave
birth to the Protestant doctrine of
forensic justification. Protestant purists
not only contend for a forensic
justification, but they also stress, like
J.l. Packer, that it is "strictly forensic."
The word forensic indicates thatjustification pertains to the law court,
that it is a legal or judicial verdict. The
principal elements of forensic justifica-
tion are:
-Justification is the verdict of
the Judge. To justify means to
declare righteous, not to make
righteous. Thus, justification is
not to be confounded with the
Holy Spirit's work of inner
renewal and sanctification.
-Justification is based on the
righteousness of Christ imputed
(reckoned, accounted) to the
believer, not on the righteousness
which the Spirit works in the
heart of the believer.
-Justification by faith does
not mean justification because of
faith, as if faith were either the
ground or contributing cause of
salvation. Faith is therefore the
instrumental means of salvation
and not its meritorious cause.
Critics of the doctrine, even from
within the Protestant movement. have
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characterized it as a cold, legal abstrac-
tion which fails to do justice to either
the warm, personal nature of salvation
or the dynamic moral renewal effected
in salvation.
No informed exponent of the classi-
cal Protestant doctrine contends for a
forensic justification simply because he
has a penchant for legal categories of
thought or because he likes to indulge
in hair-splitting legal abstractions.
Vhat Jesus of Nazareth has done and
suffered is the sole and exclusive
ground for eternal life. The forensic
metaphor makes clear that the ground
of salvation is wholly outside of man.
Inner renewal and the indwelling of the
Ho ly  Sp i r i t  r e l a te  t o  pe rsona l
righteousness and spiritual attain-
ments. The believer can never stand
before God with an easy conscience if
he grounds his acceptance with God on
anything within himself. Justification is
kept strictly forensic in order to give
glory to Christ's finished work and to
comfort troubled consciences.
Forensic justification, therefore, is
simply a means of highlighting the
Religio
gospel. Every aspect of this doctrine
points to the vicarious doing and dying
of Christ and declares that this plus
nothing is the believer's only righteous-
ness before the face of God. There is a
marvelous simplicity in the Reforma-
tion doctrine. It focuses exclusively on
the person and work of Christ. In the
matter of finding a gracious God, it
allows nothing else to come into view.
The slogans of the Reformation-sola
gratia, solo Christo, sola /rde-expressed
the Reformation conviction that what
Jesus did on behalf and in the place of
the believing sinner was all-sufficient
for acceptance before God. Adolph
von Harnack, the great historian of
dogma, called Luther "a genius of
reduction." \Whereas the medieval
church had obscured the gospel of
salvation in a complicated maze of
theology, Luther's sola fide focused on
Christ's living, dying, and rising, and
declared that this plus nothing is our
salvation. n
Reprinted by permission. Verdict Publications, Fallbrook,
Cal i fornia.
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great deal of controversy and
misunderstanding through-
out church history has come
into existence concerning this ministry
of the Holy Spirit. Can a believer lose
the filling (or control) of the Holy
Spirit? It is tragically possible to lose
this fi l l ing. Do we then forfeit our salva-
tion? Definitely not. It does mean,
however, that we lose our power to
serve Godl Because of this, the fi l l ing
ministry should be reclaimed as many
times as needed (Eph. 5:18 and Gal.
5 :1  6 ) .
Believers in the Book of Acts ex-
perienced the fi l l ing of the Holy Spirit
in  thei r  l ives (Acts 2:4;  4:B;  6:3;  and
7 :55 ) .  I n  Ac ts  2 :13  and  Ephes ians  5 :18  a
comparison is made between being filled
with the Spirit and being fi l led with
wine. A comparison can be made be-
tween these two in that both control
the user and give him a new boldness,
one in the good sense and the other in
the bad sense, and both produce a
desire for more. This ministry is lost
u'henever disobedience is found in the
life of the believer. This disobedience
may manifest itself in either (or both) of
the following ways:
Fi rs t ,  the s in of  quenching the Holy
Sn i r i r  ( l  Thess .  5 :19 ) .  wh i ch  i nvo l ves
not doing that which the Holy Spirit
would have us do.  I t  is  negat ive in
nature. The same word is used else-
where in reference to the putting out of
a  f i r e  (Ma t t .  l 2 :20 ;  Eph .  6 :16 ;  and  Heb .
1  1 :34 ) .
Secondly, the sin of grieving the
Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30), which involves
doing that which the Holy Spirit would
not have us do. It is positive in nature.
To il lustrate: A believer boards a
plane in Chicago for Los Angeles and
finds himself seated next to an unsaved
man. In fl ight the Holy Spirit attempts
to witness to the unsaved man through
the testimony of the Christian, but he
remains silent and fails to witness. At
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this point, the believer has quenched
the Holy Spirit. He has not done that
which the Spirit of God wanted him to
do. As the flight continues, however,
the two men introduce themseives and
begin talking, but not about spiritual '
things. In fact, to the shame of the
Christian, several off-color stories are
passed between the two men. Now the
saved man has gone the second step
and grieved the Holy Spirit-he has
done that which the Holy Spirit did
not want him to do. These two sins, if
left unchecked for a long period of
time, can eventually lead to that "sin
unto death" (1 Corinthians 5:5). The
sin unto death in this case was im-
morality on the part of a totally carnal
bel iever  in  Cor inth (1 Cor.  i1 :30) .
In the case of Ananias and Sapphira,
gross dishonesty and blatant hypocrisy
led to the s in unto death (Acts 5:1-11) .
That Ananias was indeed a believer is
proven by the question Peter asked
him, "Why hath Satan fi l led thine
heart to l ie to the Holy Ghost?"
(Acts 5:3). The sin unto death does not
mean one loses salvation, but it does
imply the possibil i ty that God wil l
remove him from the scene earlier than
planned. This seemed to have been in
the thoughts of Paul when he wrote "l
therefore so run, not as uncertainly: so
fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
But I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor.
9:26-27) .
The fit l ing ministry may (and
should) be instantly regained. This can
be accomplished by knowing God's
means of forgiveness and cleansing-
the b lood of  Chr is t  ( l  John 1:7)and by
knowing God's method of forgiveness
and cleansing-the confession of the
Christian (1 John 1:9). This confession
is absolutelv vital. for while Christ's
blood will cleanse us from all sins. it
b1 Harold L. \Yillmington
of the Spirit
will not cleanse us from a single excuse.
Thus, the union with the Spirit is so
strong that nothing can break it, but
the communion with the Spirit is so
fragile that the smallest sin can shatter
1t.
Consider another i l lustration: A
family leaves California to visit friends
in New York. The first half of their trip
is rather uneventful, but while they are
in the Chicago area, their automobile
breaks down. After some difficulty, the
services of a mechanic are secured and
the car is repaired. What action does
the family take now? Does the driver
head back for California and take
another run for New Yorkl All would
agree that this, of course, would be
sheer stupidity. 'Vhat does this family
do? This l itt le travel story has a direct
application to the Spirit-f i l led l ife.
Vhen God saves a man, He puts him
on the road to heaven. For a while the
trip may go smoothly fcrr the new con-
vert. But there will come a time when
he will break down somewhere along
the l ine.  The Spir i t  has been
quenched and grieved, and all forrvard
progress ceases immediately, There the
man sits.
VY hat should he do? He should im-
mediately secure the services of that
divine mechanic, the Holy Spirit. If he
confesses his sins and depends upon
Christ's blood, his broken testimony
will once again be restored. Then what
should the believer dol The answer is
obvious, of course; but there is a false
concept among Christians today that
once a child of God sins (particularly if
it is a serious sin) he automatically loses
all previous progress and must start al1
over. This simply is not the case! The
secret of the Spirit-filled life is the
knowledge that broken fellowship can
be instantly restored by confession and
by Christ's blood.
AJanted from W;i lhni tsron i  Cmdc a, rhr Brblc i : .  Trni lelc House.
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It Is So
n the closing days of the Northern Kingdom, in order to
placate the mighty king of Assyria, Tiglath,Pileser III
L,(745-27 B.C.), the lsraelite army initiated a coup d etat to
replace the assassinated Pekah (740-32 B.c.) with Hoshea
(732-ZZ B.c.), Israel's last king. Tiglath-Pileser himself claims
that he "placed Hoshea as king over them." \7ith the subse-
quent death of Tiglath-Pileser and the ascendency of
Shalmaneser V (727-22 B.C.) the time seemed right for the
various vassal states in the westem part of the Assyrian Em-
pire to renounce their allegiance and subservience to Assyria.
Indeed, the presence of a strong king in the Egyptian delta,
Tef Nekht (730-20 B.C.), seemed to give promise of success.
Second Kings 17:3 joins the historical scene here. The
Assyrian king moves against Israel, forces its capitulation and
takes prisoner Hoshea. The paying of tribute to Assyria
bought only a few years for lsrael, for subsequent events occa-
sioned its final defeat with the fall of Samaria, in 722 s.c.
A difficult problem has been noted in 2 Kings 17:4.
"And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in
Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king of
Egypt, and brought no present to the king ofAssyria,
as he had done year by year: therefore the king of
Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison."
Just who was this "So"? Certainly contemporary records do
not seem to know of a Pharaoh by that name, Tef Nekht rul-
ing in the Egyptian Delta and Piankhy, a king of a rival
dynasty in Southern Egypt, being the two known kings. Ac'
cordingly, critics have found fault with the biblical text here.
Nevertheless, at least two answers to the problem are
possible. Egyptologist Kenneth Kitchen has suggested that
Hoshea sent his messengers to the remnant of the forces of a
certain Osorkon IV, a ruler in the eastern delta whose dynasty
Tef Nekht had succeeded in bringing to an end.
While this remains a possibility, a second and perhaps bet-
ter answer lies at hand from the ancient languages used in the
area. Tef Nekht's capital city was at a place called by the
Greeks Sais, but pronounced in ancient Egyptian Sa'uv. ln the
language of the fusyrians, the international language of the
day, this would be pronounced Sa and both would be pro-
nounced in Hebrew So. Thus understood, 2 Kings I7A
would mean that Hoshea had sent messengers unto So
(which is Sa, which is Sa'w- and that is So), unto the capital
city of Tef Nekht, the king of Egypt in that area.
With either explanation, the Scriptures are again shown
to be perfectly trustworthy, as we might expect from God's in,
errant Word. And that is Sol
The vast majority of texts in the Bible are easily
understandable by their youngest reader. Most importantly
we read:
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life (fohn 3:16).
Our problem text reminds us that God's Word really is
reliable, even in tiniest historical details. lts spiritual message
is the key to man's eternal destiny, for it tells of the provision
of salvation through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.
The simple song ffrst learned by children may after all con-
ceal the deepest of ruths:
Jesus loves met this I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
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Reviewed by Jarl K. Waggoner,
Assistant Pastor,
Spencer Bapt ist  Temple,
Spencer,  West Virginia
The Ethics of Persuasive
Preaching addresses itself to an
issue that should be relevant to
every preacher.  The author 's stated
purpose is to acquaint people with
the ethical  problems involved in
p e r s u a s i o n  ( p . 9 ) .  M c L a u g h l i n
def ines his terms before turning his
focus on ethics and del ineat ing the
areas that concern preachers, In
chapter 2 he highl ights the bibl ical
passages concerning truthfulness
and integri ty.  He also surveys the
major views of persuasion, con-
cluding that persuasion i tsel f  is
neutral :  "Of more concern to us is
the quest ion, How does one deter-
mine when persuasion is ethical  or
uneth ica l?"  (p .59) .  McLaugh l in
seeks to answer his own quest ion
in the remainder of the book by
measuring ethics in l ight of  the
ends sought,  the means used, and
contemporary ethical standards,
before seeking to spel l  out a bibl ical
standard for persuasive preaching.
McLaughl in 's def ini t ion of Chris-
t ian communicat ion adds con-
s i d e r a b l y  t o  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n
throughout the book. He defines it
as the "sharing of information for
the purpose of affecting receivers
in a predetermined way consistent
with the Christian gospel and
ethic" (p.13).  Probably the most
specific and helpful section ap-
plicable to persuasive preaching is
E-t
the discussion of the invi tat ion.
Whi le arguing for persuasion and
emotional appeal,  the author r ight ly
condemns invitations that make
use of crowd pressure, confusion,
and emotionalism to create visible,
though not last ing, results.
Some theological  problems do
not detract from the spirit of
Mclaughl in 's book. His desire and
intent is to arrive at a balanced
bibl ical  ethic that honors God and
His Word and appl ies to the Chris-
t ian communicator.  For instance,
he sees the folly of separating
ethical  ideas from their  sources.
This,  of  course, requires that the
Bible be the ultimate source of the
preacher 's ethic.  He sees the incon-
sistency of the ends justifying the
means, "When results dominate a
speaker or preacher to the point
where he compromises his soul
through the employment of a bag
of  rhe tor ica l  o r  psycho log ica l
tricks, he is guilty of prostituting
oratory to undesirable sophistry"
(p.46),  Again this balance is seen in
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o
preaching, when he says of the
preacher:
He must ut i l ize al l  of  his
e t h i c a l  p o w e r s . . .  i n  t h e
preaching of the gospel,  But
he must never prost i tute
these qual i t ies as cheap tools
o f  persuas ion  (p .75) .
Mclaughl in thus favors a logical
appeaf (logosl over ethos or pathos
but does not exclude the other
forms of appeal.
McLaugh l in 's  eva lua t ien  o f
ethical systems is insightful, as evi-
dent in his examination of the ends
sought (chap. 3),  and the means
used (chap, 4).  However,  his best
criticism is reserved for Fletcher's
situation ethics. While the system
apparently appeals to some chris-
the
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t ians, the author is quick to Point
out that,  though love is the rul ing
principle in the system, Fletcher
does not def ine how love operates.
Furthermore, situation ethics ex-
hibi ts a naive f  ai th in man's
judgment quite in contrast to
J e r e m i a h  1 7 : 9 .
Whi le there is much to com-
mend this work, some rather imPor-
tant weaknesses should be noted.
His treatment of emotional aPPeal
lpathosl in chapter 4 is extremelY
superf ic ial  and does not deal with
specif ics,  This is disapPoint ing
because this is an area in which
preachers eek guidel ines.
Mclaughl in 's rhetor ical  exPer-
t ise is impressive but his theology
is disappoint ing. For example, he
evidences a degree of relativism
that is disturbing. He contends that
the Bible is absolute in authority but
must be interpreted and aPPlied
relat ively in some detai ls (chap. 1).
Such thinking is only one step
removed from declar ing the Bible's
authority to be relative. Indeed,
though disclaiming situation ethics,
McLaughlin's theology reflects the
very heart of situation ethics at
points, as in the following com-
rnents from chapter 3.
One cannot establish an
absolute and claim that the
end never just i f ies the means.
For example, to save a l i fe,  to
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protect the dignity of an in-
dividual in an extreme case,
or to saf eguard nat ional
security in a time of war or
impend ing  war ,  l y ing  is
sometimes justified as the
l e s s e r  o f  t w o  e v i l s  ( p . 7 1 ) . . .
Christians reject the idea that
the end justifies the means,
except in certain extreme cir-
cumstances where it clearly
applies tp.72!.
Such hierarchical ism is no basis for
an ethic for the Christian com-
municator.  Though his intent is
good and his system will "work"
most of the time because of its
biblical element, there is too much
relativism to satisfy the absolute re-
quirements of a holy God.
Similar theological problems are
encountered in McLaughlin's at-
tacks on absolutism in biblical stan-
dards. He begins by wrongly defin-
ing legalism. He essentially equates
legalism with laboring to carry out
the bibl ical  moral code (p.96).
Legalism is not obeying rules,
rather it is a wrong attitude toward,
or motivation for, obeying rules.
Wi th  h is  lega l i s t i c  s t rawman
assembled, the author then con-
nects it with absolufisrn. "Who can
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n i s t ' s
criticism of extreme absolutism and
its accompanying evi l ,  legal ism?"
(p .106) .  The answer  i s ,  an  ab-
solutist. Legalism does not naturally
accompany absolut ism.
McLaughl in 's haky theological
foundation leaves him a shaky
ethical system. He discredits his
own ethical principles by stating,
"The fol lowing pr inciples of ethical
r ights and wrongs must be general ,
Exceptions to almost every rule
cou ld  be  found"  (p .141 ) .  He never
arrives at a comprehensive ethic.
The best he can do is set forth
Matthew 22:37-4O, love for God
and love for man, as his guiding
principle without'applying it to any
degree.
The Ethics of Persuasive
Preaching is interesting in that it
raises some crucial ethical ques-
tions. Unfortunately, alltoo often it
gives the wrong answers. lt does
prove helpful in pointing out the
ethical problems involved in per-
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suasive preaching, and in that
regard accomplishes its purpose.
However, we still await a work that
deals with these issues and arrives
at more definite biblical conclusions.
@^ph1
For the 50Oth anniversary of
Martin Luther's birth, publishers
have gone all out. A great variety of
materials is available, but here are
some highlights. James Atkinson's
excellent survey of Luther's main
theological emphases stresses his
role as prophet to the church in
Martin Luther: Prophet to the
Church Catholic (Eerdmans, 224pp.,
$7.95).  In addit ion to the six-
volume Works of Martin Luther($87.50),  Baker Book House also
has kept paperback editions of
some of Luther in pr int ,  including
The Eondage of the Will ($6.951,
Commentary on Saint Paul's Epistle
to the Galat ians ($11.95),  The
Table Talk (4.95), and Devotions
and Prayers of Martin Luther($2.45).  New is an eight-volume
collection, Sermons of Martin
Luther ($95.OO).
Westminster Press has an an-
thology, A Compend of Luther's
Theology, edited by Hugh Kerr($5.95).  Fortress Press, the main
Lutheran publishing house, has of
course made special effort and of-
fers a wide array. Reformation, by
Dietr ich Steinwede (56pp.,  $6.95)
is a beautiful collection of paintings,
woodcuts, and so forth, from the
period, accompanied by a short
text. History buffs will love it.
Martin Luther, by James Nestingen(8Opp., $3.95) is a brief overview of
the biography and teachings along
with the text of the "Small
Catechism." Two other picture
books are A Pilgrimage to Luther's
Germany, by Roland Bainton and
Herb Brokering (8Opp.,  $14.95),  an
excellent travel guidei and Martin
Luther, by Peter Mauns, probably the
finest collection of portraits (1 28pp.,
$14.95).  This lat ter also comes in a
deluxe anniversary edition with slip
case (223pp.,  $50.OO). Day by Day
We Magnify Thee, by Margarete
Steiner and Percy Scott (448pp.,
$9.95), provides daily devotions
f rom Luther 's sermons. Luther
Lives!, by John Brokhoff (108pp.,
94.40) is a collection of preaching
resources. Perhaps the most unique
contribution is a beautiful three-
record set, Music of the Reforma-
tion, an authentic reproduction of
Reformation music, including some
of Luther's hymns.
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Discipline or Disorder!
by Herb Owen
ne of the most frequent
questions asked by church
workers attending seminars
on children's ministries deals with the
problem of discipline in the classroom.
Backgrounds vary. Some children have
heard most of the Bible stories, while
others have heard none. Some are
disciplined at home; some are not. But
any group can produce a rowdy atmo-
sphere on Sunday morning. Teachers
soon begin to check the shelves of a
Christian bookstore for help.
What is discipline? Teachers use the
term when discussing problems in the
classroom. The word is related to
discipleship, and good discipline is a parr
of a discipleship rogram to help boys
and girls grow more l ike Jcsus Christ.
Discipline is part of the total church
minisrry that builds children into
champions for Christ.
A disciplined class bcgins with a
relationship between the teacher and
the class members. During His three
ycars of training the twelvc, Jesus spent
countless hours teaching, explaining,
and modeling truth. After He had
earned the disciples' confidence, they
were wil l ing to accept His love and re-
spond to the character-building process
through which Hc lcd them. A Sunday
school teachcr must l ikewise build a
relationship with his students that
knits their hearts and lives together.
The teacher's ministry to the
children must grow beyond Sunday
morning to a week-long process of
te aching, explaining, and modeling
truth. A church should create a
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Herb Owen is a
children's p(lstor at
Thomas Road Baptist
Church and teaches
Children's Minisrries ar
Libertl Baptist College,
Llnchburg, Virginta.
chi ldren's ministry that meets every
need a chi ld has outside the scope of
the home. Just as Jesus as a chi ld " in-
creased in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man," so our
churches must design programs that
help chi ldren become l ike Him mental-
ly, physical ly, spir i tual ly, and social ly.
A godly man who invests his Saturdays
coaching a boys' basketbal l  team wil l
begin class each Sunday having earned
the respect and admirat ion of the
members.
A teacher must come to class com-
pletely prepared for the morning's ac-
t ivi t ies. Saturdays should f ind workers
from the Nursery through the Youth
Department erecting backdrops, mov-
ing school desks, and ful ly preparing
their rooms for Sunday morning. The
teacher must also be personally pre-
pared so the lesson wil l  be taught from
the heart and from the Word, not from
the printed page of a quarterly. Having
spent t ime with other workers at a
planning meeting, and an entire week
thinking and praying over the lesson,
the teacher wil l  stand before the class
with a presentation that demands at-
ten t ion  f rom the  group.
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The morning program must be
more than a one-hour lecture. Learning
can happen through games, crafts, role-
playing, and exciting worksheets, all
geared to the appropriate age and cor-
related with the Scripture lesson.
\il/hat time does your class begin?
The announced starting time should be
meaningless to the teacher. The pro-
gram begins when the first child ar-
rives. Otherwise, children left to them-
selves will soon find "unacceptable
sources of excitement." A program that
keeps children involved and interested
throughout the morning wil l dissolve
most discipline problems before they
flourish.
A teacher must accept the responsi-
bil i ty of not only presenting truth, but
presenting it in such a way that it is
understood, absorbed, and reproduced
in the students' l ives. How the lesson is
"packaged" is as important as the fact
of truth being communicated. A boring
lesson can cause many discipline
problems.
Despite preventive measures the
teacher may discover that problems sti l l
arise in the classroom. It must be first
determined whether the problem is a
direct result of sin or of an unmet need
a child cannot handle. Perhaps one
child hit another child who answered
several questions in a row. The solution
goes beyond a lecture on fighting; the
wise teacher will let the offender answer
some questions, to help him build self-
esteem,
If the problem is the result of a sinful
attitude, the teacher will determine
whether the child has professed Christ
as Saviour. If not, the sin has given
clear evidence of the child's need for
Christ. If the child has received Christ,
Proverbs 28:13 provides a simple for-
mula for dealing with sin in the life of a
Chr is t ian.  F i rs t ,  the chi ld  must
acknowledge his sin by expressing ver-
bally what he has done. Next, have the
child confess his sin to God and to the
person sinned against and ask forgive-
ness of the other person involved.
Finally, explain the need to forsake the
sin and to rely on God for strength'to
correct the problem. Having done ali
this, assure the child of your love and
acceptance.
If the sin persists, have the child ex-
plain to his parents what he has done.
A note from his parents verifying that
the child has discussed the problem
may be required before the child is
allowed to return to the department.
This practice brings the parents into
the discipl ine process and prevents the
embarrassment of their feeling they
have failed when they are confronted
with the problem by the teacher.
Love that always accepts, and firm-
ness that does not allow standards to
be lowered, will work together to pro-
duce a disciplined class that builds
children into future leaders for Christ.
Sunday is coming. lt is going to be a
great morningl c
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Profile
John Perkins: The Yoice ol Calvaly
in charge, Perkins and his wife, Vera
Mae, have moved to Pasadena, Califor-
nia. There they are helping inner-city
pastors in a new urban ministry,
Perkins continues to speak throughout
the country as minister-at-large for
Voice of Calvary and has written a new
book, \Vith lustice for All(Regal, 1982).
Voice of Calvary, developed by
Perkins over the past 20 years, was
originally a rural ministry to poor
blacks in Mississippi. As the work at-
tracted national attention in the 1970s,
Perkins also became a major leader in
efforts to interest Fundamentalists and
Evangelicals in biblical answers to
poverty and racial issues.
His first book, Let lustice RoIl Down,
told the dramatic story of his beating
and near-death at the hands of Missis-
sippi state troopers for his involvement
in the civil rights movement. That
book, along with a sequel, The Quiet
Reuolution, explained the vision that
Perkins developed out of personal suf.
fering for reconciliation between blacks
and whites, instead of the confronta-
tion and hate he had known growing
up in Mississippi. Voice of Calvary,
aided by volunteer groups from all over
the country, developed a wide range of
efforts to help the poor, including the
day care centers, thrift stores, co-ops,
and health centers.
Perkins was always the dominant
personality in this growing ministry,
but his aim was to develop younger
Ieaders in rural Mendenhall. and later
in Jackson and New Hebron. Once the
leadership was in place, he found he
had worked his way out of a job.
Perkins was converted to Christ in
California, having left the poverty of
Mississippi for job opportuniry our
'West. 
But the material comforts of a
more middle-class way of life did not
satisfy, and he became a Christian after
seeing the impact of conversion on his
son. He had never planned to return to
by Russ Pulliam
Mississippi; it carried bitrer memories,
including the death of a brother shot
by police. But after conversion he sensed
a call to minister as he worked in Cali-
fornia with young blacks who had got-
ten into trouble with the law.
"God called me to go back home to
Mississippi because I could see what
was happening to our folks," Perkins
said. "They were not being trained to
solve problems. Success was not train-
ing people to solve problems, especially
economic and spiritual problems, but
success was upward mobility and escap-
ing. The young people saw success as
really getting out of that place, getting
into materialism-a car, nice clothes
and all-and coming back in the sum-
mer and showing all that off. It was a
terrible pull on those kids to leave."
Most of the programs established
through Voice of Calvary such as co-
ops and health centers, were designed
to develop leadership and give younger
blacks a way to return and serve the
poor who had been left behind in rural
Mississippi. "My goal was that the
young people would go off and get the
skills and come back and run them bet-
ter than I ever could have." he said.
A failure to get out of the way was
crucial at the right point. "When you
believe in indigenous development,
you've got to believe in the people who
are there," he says. "That's the problem
with colonization-you don't quite
believe the people are adequate to do
the job."
Lem Tucker, president of Voice of
Calvary in Jackson, has experienced
growing pains in the transfer of leader-
ship, but it has been a healthy growth.
Tucker said, "A lot of people had to ask
the question, ''Was this vision from
God or was the vision from man?' It's
forced people to be committed to the
o
FL]\]DAMEMAIIST JOURNAI
hen a movement
develops around a
dominant person-
ality, the real test of the quality of his
leadership is the manner in which that
work survives the crisis of his removal"
(Spiritrnl Leafurship, by J. Oswald
Sanders).
The test of the leadership of John
Perkins is under way at Voice of
Calvary Ministries in Mississippi.
The 52-year-old founder of this
ministry has not retired, but he has
turned over the reins to younger
leaders, particularly lrm Tucker, a
3O-year-old graduate of Westminster
Theological Seminary.
To get out of the way and make sure
everyone understands he is no longer
Russ Pulliam is an
editorial writer and
columnist for the
Indianopolis News,
Indianapoli s, Indi ana.
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El Salvador's Fragile Democracy
Threatened by Communist Guerrillas
El Salvador ("The Saviour" in
Spanish) is a beautiful land of moun-
tains and foliage; of king-sized shrimp
and beautiful Pacific coastline; of
beautiful people and, unfortunately, of
Communist infi lrrators seeking to
enslave yet another land and her
people.
One cannot become an expert on
the situation in a three-dav visit. but
one can get a sense of what is happen-
ing there.
Poverty? Yes, there is poverty, but
as yet not the devastation I have seen
in some countries like Cambodia and
Somalia. There is an industrious spirit
arnong the Salvadoran people that is
refreshing. A spokesman for the Agency
for International Development at the
large refugee camp in San Vicente said
the first thing refugees ask for is an op-
portunity to do some work. They do
not expect nor do they ask for
handouts.
The Salvadoran government has
embarked on the most comprehensive
land reform program in Latin America.
The program already has benefited
thousands of tenants, sharecroppers,
farm workers and their families who
have become the owners of land they
previously worked. Though somewhat
controversial, the program appears to
be working.
El Salvadorans are proud of their
last election in which more than 85 per-
cent of the people turned out to vote.
Next year another election will be held
to elect a president and a new
legislature.
Salvadorans like democracy. \ilhile
the guerrillas recruit supporters by say-
ing they are fighting for freedom and
democracy, one wonders when the last
election was held in Nicaragua, Cuba,
and the Soviet Union.
Currently, five Marxist guerrilla
groups-trained and armed by Cuba,
Nicaragua, and other Communist
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Marxist slogans on walls in San Lorenzo, El Salvador.
states dedicated to winning through
violence what they cannot win at the
ballot box-are united under Castro's
auspices to tear down the current
Salvadoran government.
One tenth of El Salvador's five
million people now resides illegally in
the United States. That number equals
the number of refugees who immigrated
legally to the United States from Viet-
nam after the war., This influx of "feet
people" represents only the beginning
of the many who will come if
El Salvador is unable to defeat the
Communist-backed guerri l las.
Military assistance and increased
economic aid are necessary to allow the
Salvadorans to repair their economy
and elevate their lifestyle so that Com-
munism will no longer be attractive to
some of its people. A conflict of this
type is not won by just killing guerrillas.
A balanced strategy of military aid,
with the proper restrictions against the
i;
use of that aid to violate human rights,
must be coupled with economic and
humanitarian assistance.
This year, the United States is con-
tributing a paltry $241.5 miliion in
economic aid and only $81.3 mill ion in
m i l i t a r y  ass i s tance  to  he lp  t he
Salvadoran government. The Salva-
dorans have the will to throw the in-
vaders out of their country but their
resources are limited. The question is,
Does the United States have the will to
help them do it?
In the wake of the Soviet govern-
ment's murder of 269 innocent people
aboard Korean Air Lines Flight 007,
some Americans wonder just where the
United States is going to stand against
Communism. And depending on U.S.
actions, El Salvador is either the begin-
ning or the end of freedom in Central
and South America.
Cal Thomas
El Salvador
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Glaiming a Yictory in Bristol
"Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or ofthe press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances."
Little did the Framers of the C.onstiru-
tion know the conflict the First Amend-
ment would cause. Former U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Robert H. Jackson described
it as, "A wall of separation berween church
and state that might become as winding as
the famous serpentine wall designed by Mr.
Jefferson for the University he founded."
Countless rulings from the judicial
system, defining the "establishment
clause," have served to drive a stake be-
rween the church and the state. However,
a recent ruling in Bristol, Virginia, has
reversed this trend and clearly declares that
Bible teaching in the public schools is not
only lawful but beneficial.
Bristol residents Sam and Sally
Crockett complained that the "Bible
Teaching in fublic Schools" program was
unconstitutional, in violation of the
establishment clause, and a violation of
their rights. The 42-year-old program for
fifth and sixth grade srudents in Bristol's six
elementary schools was optional. Parental
consent was required.
The Crocketts took their complaint
first to Principal Tom Parker and to the
County School Superintendent.
After contacting the Virginia Chapter
of the American Civil Liberties Union,
they asked the school board to move the
classes off school property, but failed. The
Crocketts filed a suit against the program,
causing an uproar in the community for
fear that the removal of the program was a
snatching of the community's freedoms.
A Bible Defense Fund was created to
support the program in court, SheriffMar-
shall Honaker, treasurer of the fund said,
"The plaintiffs claim that the classes are
religious in nature, that they are predomi-
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nantly Fundamentalist, using Baptist doc-
trine, but we have a number of different
churches supporting the program, that are
not Baptist."
The Bible Dfense Fund claimed that
"Removing the Bible classes would help
establish the religion of Secular Humanism
in the public schoois of Bristol . . .depriving
the children in the Bristol oublic school
system of a complete educatibn."
When the case was finally brought to
court in June, Jusrice Jackson Kiser handed
down a decision that surprisingly satisfied
the ACLU and the "Bible Teaching in
Public Schools" defense as well.
Kiser ruled that the classes were un-
constitutional but would be allowed to
continue with a few dranges.
Kiser backed his decision with a series of
arguments. "No one can seriously dispute
the importance of the Bible as a religious
document....The Supreme Court has
recognized the importance of the Bible in-
dependent of its religious significance and
the influence that this book has had on
western civilization," he said.
Kiser made it clear that the First
Amendment was not intended to insulate
the public institutions from God, the Bible,
or religion. He said when such does occur it
is another religion, Secular Humanism.
"lt is a fallacy to support that by omit-
ting a subject you teach nothing about it.
On the contrary, you teach that it is to be
omined and that it is therefore a matter of
secondary importance."
Kiser continued in his opinion to the
court, "To ignore the role of the Bible . . . is
to ignore a keystone in an arch," (Wila u.
Fru'tklin 468). He wrore that the geat
works of men such as DaVinci,
Michelangelo, Albrecht Durer, Handel,
Milton, Shakespeare, and C.S. Lewis could
not be fully appreciated without a
knowledge of the Bible.
"Moreover, we as Americans should
especialiy be aware of the influence that the
Bible and its principles have had on the
founding and development of our nation,"
he wrote. "Abasic background of the Bible
is essential to fully appreciate and under-
stand both !ilestern culrure and current
events."
However Kiser followed by saying,
"The principle vice I find in the Bristol pro-
gram lies not in the grade level at which it is
taught or in the classroom presentation. .
but in the strong religious overlay that
stems from the conception and manage-
ment of the program sponsors."
Kiser ruled that "Bible Teaching in
Public Schools" give exclusive supervision
and control of the course to the school
board. The board is now responsibie for
hiring and firing the teachers involved and
must prescribe all curriculum. Teachers
must be certified in elementary education
and will be hired without regard for their
religious beliefs. If a srudent decides not to
take the course other dasses must be
available. The course will cover the literary
nature of the Bible but not attempt to
analyze its truth or falsehood.
All in all, Guy O. Farley, attorney for
"Bible Teaching in Public Schools" was
happy with the decision and the guidelines.
"The only change in the program is that it
is sponsored by the School Board," he said.
"Once it is under the school troard, we
have complied with Judge Kiser's ruling."
However, the path has been cleared
andteachingthe Bible in public schools has
now been approved. "There has now been
a federal decision that you can teach the
Bible in public schools," Farley said hap-
pily. "This could be a landmark case, but it
depends upon how aware the other
jurisdictions are of this decision."
Farley cautioned that many people are
equating the prayer in school movement
with Bible teaching. But, he said, "prayer is
a religious exercise but teaching the Bible
from a historical, literary point is not."
Janet R. Buffington
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Calendar
Update
October
16.20
Super Conference
27.30
LBC Homecoming/College t'or a
\V eelend/P arents' W eekend
28
Miss Libertl Pageant
November
16 .19
V olleyb all Mar athon t'or
Muscular Dlstrophy
1 9
Lay home football game*
LBC vs Wey Georgia College
n.3a
Foreign exposnre group led bJ
Mlsslons Department fron LBC
and TRBC to Mextco City
December
) 2
Liberty Mountain Basketball
Classic Toumament
9 .11
Living Christmas Tree at TRBC
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Falwell Travels toCollege Campuses to Help Religious Resurgence
In an effort to encourage
religious revival on college cam-
puses, Jerry Falwell has visited five
schools this fall: the University of
Maine at Farmington, August 23;
the Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity in Texas, September lZ; Texas
A&M University, September 13;
the University of Alabama,
Senrcmh"t  l9 '  rnd Pr inqglqn
SMITE Team
Relurns from
Costa Rica
The Student Missionary Intern
Training for Evangelism singing
team returned in late summer f om
a 20-day tour of Costa Rica. The
SMITE singers, led by Doug
Achilles and Bill Matheny, were
guided by Missionary John Barnes
in their work with 14 local
churches. The team made door"to-
door visits, distributed gospel tracts,
and conducted programs in schools,
parks, and churches.
Although the team was forbid-
den to give an invitation at school
services, over 320 people made deci"
sions for salvation at other
programs.
With the help of their home
churches and friends, the team paid
for all their travel expenses and the
literature they distributed. During
the school year they promote the
gospel by singing three out of four
weekends at various churches, The
group is rentatively scheduled to ap-
pear in the Tennessee-Kentucky
area at a large missionary con-
ference over Thanksgiving holidays.
A frepart on the Thomas fload Baptist Church and Belated Ministries
Univers i ty  in  New Jersey,
September 20. He plans to address
UCLA and Arizona State Univer-
sity on November 29, as well as
Dal las Theological  Seminary,
No,rember 20,
Falwell says, "l sense a spiritual
hunger on the campuses that is ex-
citing." in the past year he has also
addressed audiences at Yale, Har-
vard, and Dartmouth.
According toa Gallup Poll taken
for Newsweek on Campus, 50 pet
cent of students rank religious
beliefs as "very important," 68 per.
cent are members of a church or
synagogue, and 39 percent attend
religious services very week.
The Memorial to the Unborn, located in a quiet garden park on the LBC
campus, honors the millions of babies killed by abonion since 1973.
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LBC King's Players Successfully Tour England
The King's Players, a sacred
drama troupe from Liberty Baptist
College, returned in late summer
from a Z8-day tour of England,
Presenting the gospel in drama, the
group gave 28 performances in
churches, schools, and town
squares, recording over 300 salva-
tion decisions.
After one high school per{or-
mance, over 50 students accepted
Christ, and as players witnessed in
the audience another 70 decisions
were made by students and
teachers.
The King's Players, headed by
Director David Allison, are ex-
pected to maintain a clear testimony
and a B grade average. ln addition,
the team travels two weekends
every month to perform the dramas
in various chools, churches, and
communities.
Kathryn McDonald Visits TRBC
Kathryn McDonald, widow of
Congressman Larry McDonald,
who died in the crash of Korean
Air Lines Flight 00i, shared her
personal testimony with the con-
gregation of Thomas Road Baptist
Church on September 11. Prior to
his death McDonald had been one
of the leading conservative con-
gressmen against Communism and
for a strong national defense.
Mrs. McDonald joined Dr. Falwell
in urging Americans to remember
that the passengers of Flight 007
were destroyed by the same force
which has destroyed half the world*
Communism.
Dr. Falwell was one of the guest
speakers at memorial services for
McDonald at Constitution Hall in
Vashington. The Chamber Choir of
Libcny Baptist College prcvided
special music for the services.
Hundreds of church members
and LBC studenrs called "Prayer
Warriors" spend time each week
praying for specific requests of Faith
Partners and friends of the Old-
Time Gospel Hour.
The organized prayer effort has
been the key element of the
ministries' uccess ince the church
was begun in June 1956. Pastor
Falwell has long held the belief thar
"nothing of erernal importance is
ever accomplished aparr from
prayer, "
Behind the scenes of Thomas
Road Baptist Church a select few
individuals undergird the jerry
Falwell ministries by spending hours
each week bringing specific needs
before God in prayer.
Bill Sheehan, chairman of the
division of prayer, is also a TRBC
usher and a retired lawyer. Under
his direction, prayer reams of 10 or
12 people pray for the pastor, the
ministry, the sick, the country's
leaders, and the peace ofJerusalem,
according ro biblical prcceprs.
The Unseen, Unsung Warriors at TRBC
Former Flames Baseball Player
Enters Major Leag ues
After only two years in the
minors, former Liberty Baptist Col-
lege first baseman Sid Bream
reported tothe Los Angeles Dodgers
on August ll. He was among five
players called from the Albuquerque
team of the Pacific Coast League ro
the Dodgers this season.
Bream hit 32 home runs, drove
in I 18 runs, and baned .107 for
Albuquerque this year.
An NAIA All-American i
1981, Bream was one of five All-
Americans coached by former ma-
jor league pitcher Al Vorthington.
\ilorthington has led the Flames
baseball team for nine seasons, cap.
turing fifth place in the NAIA
Baseball World Series for the last
three years.
LBC Drama Depafiment
lnvolved in Award-winning Film
Roclt, Ir's Your Decision was
awarded the Christian Film Oscar of
Best Yourh Film of l9B2 by the
Christian Film Distributors Associa-
rion this past summer.
Produced by Olive's Film Produc-
tions, a Christian company in
Madison, Alabama, the movre was
scripted by LBC student Karen
0TCH to Appeal
Tax 0rder
on Church and
Gollege
The Old-Time Gospel Hour
plans to appeal n August court rul-
ing requiring real estate taxes to be
paid on property owned by the
nonprofit organization used for
ministry purposes.
Under Virginia law a local
government can allow churches to
claim tax-exempt sratus for up to
50 acres. Because Lynchburg has a
lO-acre l imit, much of the ministry
outreach property of Thomas Road
Baptist Church is held under the
Old"Time Gospel Hour. According
to Circuit Court Judge William W.
Sweeney such property is nor rax-
exempt. In addition to the school,
taxable property includes a non-
profit home for unwed mothers,
that saved over 300 babies from
abortion last year, and a nonprofit
family center that aided a thousand
needy families last year.
lf the ruling stands, Falwell said,
"Liberty Baptist College may be the
only college in America thar pays
real estate taxes to its local
municipality.
"We have no problem with pay-
ing real estate taxes on those few
properties from which we receive in-
come because of rental or leasing
agreements. However, we will con-
test paying taxes on property
used for children's summer camp or
our home for alcoholic men,"
fuchardson, with three other LBC
students and drama professor
Stephen \(edan performing lead
roles.
Another Olive production called
Gach, staning Donald A. Garlock,
Chairman of the Fine Arts Division
at Libeny, is scheduled for release
this month.
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l9-ounce Preemie Goes Home
cdter Five Months
BERGENFIELD, N.J.-Robert and
Rose Mary Materowski took their
daughter Faith home on July 13 from
the Hackensack Medical Center. Faith
was born four months prematurely on
February 23, weighing only 19 and a
half ounces.
The infant is in good health now,
except that eye surgery will be
necessary in the near future. The
Materowski family also includes
another daughter, Marina, age 12.
Though Materowski is employed by
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company,
they are uncertain to what extent
medical insurance will cover the
$120,000 hospital bill.
"!ilhenever I'm asked about the cost
I always say that I have given that prob.
lem and all my burdens over to God"
says Mrs. Materowski. "But it doesn't
seem like too much money to save her
life. "
Atheist Opens Cemetery
for Unbelievers
GROTTOES, Va.-Arnold Via,
state director of the American Atheists.
has founded what he calls the nation's
only cemetery for atheists, the
American Atheists Infinite Cemeterv.
The cemetery has no signs, fences,
or monuments. A small footpath lit-
tered with old tires leads to the only
grave in the cemetery so far, that of
Frederick Conway. Conway, a 34-year-
old member of the Prison Atheist
League, died of cancer while serving a
prison term.
Randy Murphy, a reporter for the
Dai\ News Record of Harrisonburg,
Virginia, was present at Conway's
burial on August 79.He said the body,
wrapped in clear plastic and bound
with quarter-inch rope, was dragged
through 50 yards of woods to its final
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resting place. The naked body was then
cut from its plastic shroud and rolled
into the grave without benefit of final
words or a coffin.
A 1983 penny was dropped into the
grave before the body was covered, in
order to date the remains. Via recorded
the funeral with a movie camera.
Doctor Strives
to Scnre the Unborn
LOUFVILLE, Ky.-The crusade to
halt abortions is continuing across the
nation, sometimes at personal sacrifice,
Frank Simon, a doctor of allergies and
internal medicine, was arrested June 5
for leading a protest in front of the
Women's Health Services of Louisville.
Kentucky.
Dr. Simon, secretary-treasurer of
Moral Majority of Kentucky and a
member of the Louisville Right to Life
group, led about 30 people in urging
women entering the facility to recon-
sider taking their babies' lives by
abortion.
Employees of the clinic would come
out to the street to escort the women in
so that the pro-life representatives
could not talk with them, according
to  D r .  S imon ,  D r .  Ronacha i
Banchongmanie, who runs the abor-
tion clinic, has charged Dr. Simon in a
$150,000 civil suit for hurting his clinic
business. Another $50.000 civil suit was
made against the other pro-lifers.
Dr. Simon is also facing criminal
charges for harassment, disorderly con-
duct, and trespassing.
Says Dr. Simon, "The reason I got
involved is that abortion of a second
trimester baby is the literal pulling
apart of a baby that is alive and can feel
pain. As a physician I know that at this
stage of development babies would be
viable and could live if delivered
prematurely. It is inconsistent for
Christians to stand by and do nothing
to prevent this painful killing of human
life."
Judge Issues Bumper Stickers
to Intoxiccted Dflvers
R I C H M O N D ,  T e x a s - J u d g e
Thomas R. Culver III. of the Fort Bend
County Court at Law outside of
Houston, has begun issuing bumper
stickers to deter drunk driving.
Judge Culver designed the bumper
sticker which says, "The owner of this
vehicle is on probation in the Fort
Bend County Court at Law for DRIV-
ING VHILE INTOXICATED. Report
unsafe driving to the adult probation
department in Richmond, Texas."
Culver said that because of a high
rate of growth in this county of 130,000
people, drunk driving cases jumped
from 36 percent of all cases in 1982 to
40 percent for the first six months of
1983. Although this sticker is not for all
cases of DWI, Culver said, "I believe in
certain cases it will not only deter the
person involved but will cause other
drivers to reconsider an extra drink for
the road before headinq home."
Preccnrtions listed
for Heqlth Workers
ATLANTA-The National Cen-
ters for Disease Control issued new
guidelines for dental workers, morti-
cians, and medical examiners who treat
AIDS patients, according to the Lynch.
burgDaily Advance, September 2. Den-
tal workers treating AIDS patients are
advised "to wear gloves, masks, and
protective eyewear." All instruments
used in the patient's mouth should be
sterilized after use. Morticians and
medical examiners are advised to use
"double gloves, masks, protective
eyewear, gowns, waterproof aprons,
and waterproof shoe coverings," They
should also sterilize all contaminated
surfaces afterwards.
A?
\ilorld Qeligious News
McDonald Memorialized
by Thousands
U.S.S.R. Denounced
VASHINGTON-Near lv  4.000
people gathered at Constitution Hall
on September 11 to pay tribute to the
"slain hero of the New Right, Con-
gressman Larry McDonald," and the
other 268 'passengers who were on
board the Korean Air Lines Flight 007
downed bv the Soviet Union on
August 3 i.
McDonald's widow, Kathryn, his
children, and mother were honored by
many prominent Conservatives and
Korean officials including: Rep. Phil
Crane, Sen. Jesse Helms, Conservative
Caucus Chairman Howard Phil l ips,
Moral Majority President Jerry Falwell,
former Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
Thomas Moorer, South Korean Am-
bassador Byong Hion Lew, and Major
General John Singlaub (Ret.).
Each of the speakers remembered
the Georgia Conservative as the "lead-
ing opponent of Communism in the
U.S. Congress."
Rev. Jerry Falwell said that Larry
McDonald's death was not in vain. He
c o m p a r e d  t h e  s l a i n  c o n g r e s s -
man's l ife to that of Samson, who was
willing to die to "bring down the tem-
ple of corruption."
"December 7, 7941, and August 31,
1983, are dates that wil l go down dually
as days of infamy," said Falwell. "These
events have the power to galvanize not
only national but international revul-
sion at the men in the Kremlin who do
not understand the high value that
civilized men place on human life."
Turning to Mrs. McDonald, Falwell
concluded, "We sorrow, but as the
apostle Paul said we do not sorrow as
others who have no hope."
The crowd's enthusiasm never waned
; 
,^.t rose to their feet more than a
dozen times to applaud the speakers'
denunciation of the Soviet Union.
Sen. Jesse Helms concluded the tri-
bute to McDonald with a story of how
he visited with two little girls at the An-
chorage lnternational Airport terminal
just before they "scampered away" to
board KAL Flight 007.
"l keep seeing the innocent faces of
those two little girls," said a tearfirl Jesse
Helms, "waving and blowing kisses,
walking away to that airplane to join
Larry McDonald and the other
n q s q e n g e r q  t '
Mississippi Church Schools
Again Under Fire
CLARKSDALE, Miss.-The Inter-
nal Revenue Service is currently in-
vestigating all private schools, both
church and non-church, in the state of
Mississippi for the purpose of revoking
the tax exemption of those schools
practicing racial discrimination, unless
they are taking affirmative action to
alleviate such a condition.
Although many private schools
were begun for the purpose of segrega-
tion, Attorney Philip Murren reports
that many church schools are also be-
ing caught in the squeeze. Murren and
Villiam B. Bell of Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, are representing Clarksdale
Baptist Church school on the grounds
that the IRS investigation violates the
free exercise of religion.
Clarksdale Pastor Don Dunavant
says his school of400 students in grades
K-9 has a nondiscriminatory policy of
admissions.
Murren says the Clarksdale Baptist
Chu rch  schoo l  i s  appea i i ng  a
July decision from U.S. District Judge
George L. Hart, Jr., revoking tax ex-
emption status on the basis of
discrimination. Supreme Court Justice
William Brennan refused an appeal to
temporarily stay the lower court's order
until the case could be heard by the
C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  i n
'\Tashington. 
Murren plans to resubmit
his request for a temporary stay to
Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell
until the appeal hearing.
Year of the Bible
Gearing Up for Holidays
IRVING, Texas-Fred West, assis-
tant director of the National Committee
for the Year of the Bible, says that mass
media resources and activit ies are
planned in November and December
to finish out the Year of the Bible. All
projects, both national and local, are
being funded by private donations.
The first week of December will
feature a national television broadcast
about biblical patriarchs from the book
of Genesis and another from a segment
of the Gospel of Luke.
A series of brief television programs
focusing on the importance of the Bible
in the formative years of America is
also planned. One segment wil l be
about George Washington, a God-
fearing man who called for the Bible on
the first Inauguration Day in order to
take his oath of office.
The national committee is asking
governors and mayors to join the Presi-
dent in making Year of the Bible procla-
mations. Ten governors and 50 mayors
have already done so.
The week of Thanksgiving is
designated as the Year of the Bible
Week, and November 20 is officially
designated as Bible Sunday at the re-
quest of the American Bible Society.
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Kennedy Speaks at tBC
Taking advantage of a rare oppor-
tunity to lecture Conservative Chris-
tians on the Liberal view of religious
tolerance in America, Senator Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., told a packed house
of more than 7,000 students and guests
at Liberty Baptist College that "today's
Moral Majority could become tomor-
row's persecuted minority."
ln an unlikely meeting between
established Liberalism and New Right
Conservatism on October 3, Kennedy
appeared as the first of two speakers in-
volved in a debate on "Conservative
Issues Facing America in the 1984 Elec-
tion." The Conservative side of this
debate will be brought by Represen-
tative Jack Kemp, R-N.Y., on Nov. 1.
This debate kicks off a biannual
,L  ^  , , r  ;L^-11lQ6nservat ive
l v L r r ( t
Debate and Lecture Series," sponsored
by the LBC polit ical science depart-
ment. LBC Chancellor Jerry Falwell
said the series wil l provide an oppor-
tunity to hear all points of view as part
of  thei r  educat ion and t ra in ing.
In his discussion of the role of
religion in America, Kennedy said that
the principle of separation of church
and state does not mean "an absolute
separation of moral principles and
polit ical power. The challenge today is
to define its purpose and refine its ap-
piication to the polit ics of the present."
The senator cited examples of reli-
gious intolerance and harassment hat
had sprung up during the time of the
original 13 Colonies. But after the
Revolutionary War, he said, freedom
for all religion was given the first place
in the Bil l of Rights.
Kennedy denounced those who
would use government to "impose a
value which they cannor persuade
^ r h " " .  t ^  a e , - c n r  "  T h i .  ] o " J .  r ^  o  " . l i ^ -
pery slope where everyone's freedom is
at r isk," he said.
"Those who favor  censorsh ip
should recal l  that one of the f irst books
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ever burned was the first English
translation of the Bible," Kennedy
reminded his audience.
The senator made several passing
references to the issues that cause the
sharpest divisions between Conserva-
tives and Liberals-issues such as abor-
tion, the Equal Rights Amendment
and the nuclear freeze.
In regard to abortion, Kennedy
said, "The proper role of religion is to
appeal to the conscience of the in-
dividual, not the coercive power of the
state, . .People are not 'sex is t '  because
they stand against abortion; they are
not'murderers' because they believe in
free choice."
Kennedy said that proponents of
the ERA are not " 'anti-family' or'b1as-
phemers and their purpose is not an at-
tack on the Bible. Rather, we believe
this is the best way to fix in our na-
t ional  f i rmament. , . that . . .a l1 people
are created equal."
Calling the nuclear fteeze a bilateral
agreement "with equal restraints" on
both sides, Kennedy said he was
prepared to debate the issue "on policy
grounds, or moral ones."
Kennedy's warm reception by the
LBC students stands in conrrasr ro an
appearance by Falwell at Harvard last
April where he was met with boos and
catcalls.
Falwell commended Kennedy for his
speech saying he l iked his "emphasis on
re l ig ious f reedom and p lura l ism."
However, Falwell told the press before
the speech that "We'l l continue to be
just as outspoken and descriptive in our
denunciation of each other's positions."
On learning of Kennedy's invitation
to speak at Liberty, some Conservatives
expressed concern that this would be
endorsing Kennedy's philosophy and
lifestyle. Falwell responded, "This is not
true. When we allow such open debate
on our campus, we are strengthened in
our convictions. We are committed to
changing America and cannot do this
by hiding behind the wal1s of our in-
stitution and taking potshots at the rest
of the wor1d. Truth, whether polit ical,
social, or religious, wil l always stand
the test of debate."
Deryl Edwards
Lynch.burg, Virginia
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Power qnd Pusillqnimity,
"Morol Befuddlement" in
Americon Government
( (?Tl he United States is still the most powerful
I nation on Earth." More and more often you
I' hear that thought expressed-as though the
speaker himself were in need of reassurance.
Measured in relative military power, the size and strength
of the United States economy, the talents of our people, of
course, the proposition is almost axiomatic.
Measured, however, by other and legitimate yardsticks,
the United States miglrt fairly be described today as the
weakest and most flaccid great power in the twentieth cen-
tury.
Consider. Among the first duties of government are
defense of the national frontiers and protection of the
populace from its enemies, foreign and domestic. How does
the United States fare by these standards?
Only the wil lfully ignorant can be oblivious to what is go-
ing on in Nicaragua, to our immediate south. Castro and the
Ortega brothers are meticulously assembling a military
beachhead of the Soviet empire, a sanctuary for Communist
revolution and conquest in North America, Yet even our
conservative and anti-Communist President feels compelled
to emphasize the benign and pacific purposes of our fleet exer-
cises, to underscore the 3-to-l ratio of economic to military
assistance 
.to the region. A quarter-century ago, neither
Eisenhower nor Kennedy would have been required to in-
dulge in such petty evasionsl there would have been no fret-
ting or agonizing over what had to be done.
In 1983 the American Southwest has become an unimoeded
avenue of entry for mill ions of i l legals, a flood tide of immigra-
tion that the United States seems powerless to stop. Not for a
lack of ideas, but for a lack of wil l. The Southeast has half a
hundred easy ports ofentry for those aircraft and boats smug-
gling into this country the cocaine and marijuana that now
feed the daily habits of millions of adults and millions of
children. Castro's regime is said to be directly involved-an
act of war against the United States. We do nothing. Inquire,
and the Chinese Communists will tell you that the old dynas-
ty was finished, its days numbered, when it proved militarily
incapable of preventing the British from shipping opium to
the Chinese people.
The White House undertakes the spraying of marijuana
fields in a national forest in Georgia with paraquat, a her-
bicide that has yet to cause a single verifiable case of lung
damage-while marijuana poisoning hospitalizes 60,000
children a year. Yet when citizens protest and editorials
by Patrick J. Buchanan
rage-"Mr. Reagan is poisoning our childrenl"-the govern-
ment backs off.
Consider crime. Each year, tens of thousands of young
men routinely rape women, rob banks, burglarize homes,
beat up old men, molest and murder children. Yet let some
state government attempt to sit down the worst of these
perpetrators of domestic atrocities in an electric chair and
throw the switch, and the nation is aflame with protest, "We
have no right to take a l ifel"
Here we come to the heart of the matter.
As a society, Americans have lost a clear-cut sense of what
is right and wrong. Intellectually confused, morally paralyzed,
the American governing class increasingly lacks the clarity of
vision to see our enemies for who they are and-despite our
power-the sense of self-righteousness and self-confidence to
deal with them summarily as we should.
The moral befuddlement is everywhere manifest.
Formerly we all knew, for example, that the man who sold
dirty books on the street corner was a seedy bum, that the
abortionist was an abominable character, that the flam-
boyant homosexual was a sick and pathetic creature. Now all
have become examples of the "richness," the "diversity," of
American life, candidates for the "Phil Donahue Show."
The social sanction ohce imposed upon all three was
ostracism. Today, that discrimination itself is the unpar-
donable offense; to be "judgmental," "domestic," or "in-
tolerant" the cardinal social sin. The reason the Moral Ma-
jority is hated with such passion is that it confidently and
cheerfully-from rooftops as well as the pulpit-declares what
is morally right, and more precisely, what is morally wrong.
There are no heresies todav. because there is no national
creed.
A leadership incapable of recognizing its enemies or assert-
ing the rectitude of its position is incompetent to impose
upon society the sacrifices needed to defend it. So we read
now that Alan Cranston implores the United States to get on
the "right side" of an "inevitable tide of social change" in
Central America that sees as the principal target of its revolu-
tionary ambitions the very government of the United States
that Cranston wishes to head. One is reminded of the poor,
befuddled king of France sitting in the Bastille, wondering
aloud why he was about to be beheaded when he had made
every concession the revolution had demanded. D
Reprinted by permission. PIB Enterpr ises lnc.,  O 1981.
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Building on
The Rock
Nour Aou can build gour life,
home or church upon a Christ-
centered foundation.... the Word
of God.
For whatever your reason in obtaining a
Bib le educat ion,  you should consider  LIBERTY
HOME.
Many of our students are parents who are
bui ld ing and st rengthening thei r  home through
our comprehensive Bible study course.
A study of the Word of God wil l strengthen
your posi t ion as a layman,  or  wi l l  ass is t  you in
prepar ing for  fu l l - t ime minis t ry .
LIBERTY HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE IS A
CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE SCHOOL offerins
a four semester course covering all sixty-six
books of the Bible, plus a broad range of prac-
tical electives.
Features inc lude audio-v isual  mater ia l ,  in-
struction by cassette tapes, programmed study
notes, i l lustrated textbooks, and maps.
U s e  o u r  T O L L - F R E E  L i b e r t y  l i n e
1-800-446-5000 or write today requesting a free
descriptive information packet.
Send gour request to:
Liberty Home Bible Institute
Department HLD
Lynchburg,  VA24514
LIBERTY HOME
BIBLE INSTITUTE
CALL OUR TOLL-FREE LIBERTY LINEif
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you are - and
what you want
to be. 'We're
visionary.
Aggressive. Com-
"" mitted to excel-
ience in every area. Liberry not
only sets the pace, it sets the
standard. There's a reason we're
America's fastest growing college.
Our strategy is succeeding - and
we plan to keep it that way. Give
us a call . . . we'll send you the
game plan. There
is a place on
our roster just
for you. Isn't your
future worth it?
800-446-5000
LIBEFTTru
BAPTIST COLLEGE
Lynchburg, YA 24506
Financial Aid information available on request.
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\When you kind of person
go to college,
you're playing
for keeps. Sure,
you want to enjoy
yourself, but acquiring an edu-
cation is not a game for the un-
committed. Your future is on
the line. Four years now seems
a great distance away. But
before you know it, you'll
march across a platform fo re-
ceive a hard-earned diploma.
Make sure it is one you can be
proud of. As a
Liberty grad, you
will get a degree
that opens doors.
Is Liberty for
you? That de-
pends on what
I
